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Message Was Left at Latest Sniper Site bush team urges 


ASHLAND, Va. — The 
leaders of the manhunt for 
the roving suburban sniper 
issued an unusual open plea 
Sunday night to begin a con- 
versation with the person 
who left them an overnight 
message here at the scene of 
the region’s latest random 
shooting. 

“You gave us a telephone 
number,” said Chief Charles 
A. Moose of the Montgomery 
County, Md., police, directly 
addressing a person he 
would not identify. “We do 
want to talk to you. Call us at 
the number you provided.” 

Moose, the leader of the re- 
gional manhunt, addressed 
the dramatic appeal to “the 
person who left us a message 
at the Ponderosa last night” 
-- a reference to the restau- 
rant here where a man was 
critically wounded by a sin- 
gle shot Saturday night as he 
walked in the parking lot. 

The police declined to con- 
firm unofficial reports that 
they were certain the mes- 


sage was the sniper's, insist- 
ing the message from Moose 
was best broadcast without 
interpretation. 

The plea for a dialogue and 
the disclosure of a message 
from the gunman confirmed 
what was already the strong 
working suspicion of the re- 
gional manhunt task force: 
that the 37-year-old man cut 
down Saturday night as he 
paused near a woodland 
buffer was the latest victim 
of the sniper who has killed 
nine people and critically 
wounded others with his sig- 
nature, single-shot marks- 
manship. 

The direct message was at 
once a measure of the po- 
lice’s desperation in search- 
ing for the sniper who has 
freely roamed hundreds of 
square miles in singling out 
victims; it was also confirma- 
tion of a rare bit of evidence 
in the pursuit of a killer who 
once more indicated an urge 
to reach out to his pursuers. 

At a shooting scene on Oct. 


tectives here 


7, the sniper reportedly left a 
tarot death card inscribed, 
“Dear Policeman, J] am God.” 
Moose, who heads the re- 
gional manhunt, was furious 
after a detective leaked it to 
the news media. The chief 
apparently hoped to make 
some sort of contact then. 

Refusing to take any re- 
porters’ questions on Sun- 
day, Moose issued his plea 
with an appeal to the media: 
“Carry it clearly and carry it 
often.” 

All else police might have 
gleaned from the latest 
shooting remained secret, 
particularly the phone num- 
ber left in the message here 
at the Ponderosa. Moose 
made his direct plea at the 
manhunt headquarters in 
Rockville, Md., even as de- 
interviewed 
the latest crime scene wit- 
nesses and sought critical fo- 
rensic tests of evidence. 

FRANCIS X. CLINES 


Fear moves south, page 3. 


Saddam and Mobs Empty Iraq's Prison System 


ABU GHRAIB, Iraq — Tens 
of thousands of Iraqi pris- 
oners stormed out of their 
cells to freedom on Sunday 
after President Saddam Hus- 
sein declared an amnesty 
that appeared to have all but 
emptied a sprawling, nation- 
wide network of prisons that 
have served as the grim char- 
nel houses of one of the 
harshest police states. 

At the Abu Ghraib prison 
20 miles west of Baghdad, a 
sprawling compound that 
has become notorious for 
mass executions and allega- 
tions of torture, the entrance 
gates gave way under the 
crush of a huge crowd of rel- 
atives who rushed to the jail 
within an hour of the amnes- 
ty broadcast. 

Cellblock walls were 
smashed to free weeping in- 


mates. 

The scenes were repeated 
at other prisons across the 
country. 

Saddam's decree specified 
that committees of judges 
would have 48 hours to rule 
on individual releases, ex- 
cepting only “Zionist and 
American spies,” murderers 
who have not settled the 
“blood money” owed to vic- 
tims’ families under Islamic 
legal precepts, and debtors 
who have not satisfied their 
creditors. 

A statement issued in the 
name of the Iraqi leader de- 
scribed the move as a ges- 
ture of gratitude to Iraq's 22 
million people for re-elect- 
ing Saddam president last 
week in a one-candidate, 
“yes” or “no” ballot that 
yielded an official return of 


100 percent of the 11.4 mil- 
lion votes for Saddam. 

But the real spur may have 
been the growing threat of 
war with the United States. 
Among Iraqi exiles, the com- 
mon view was that President 
Bush, in demanding “regime 
change” in Baghdad, mean- 
ing Saddam’s ouster, has al- 
ready struck at the founda- 
tions of the Iraqi ruler’s pow- 
er, by serving notice that the 
days of the 65-year-old Sad- 
dam, an absolute ruler since 
he seized power in 1979, may 
be numbered. 

In this view, opening the 
prisons was a dramatic, last- 
ditch reach for popularity — 
a signal to Iraqis that Sad- 
dam is now ready to become 


a herald of a new and more 


tolerant Iraq. 
JOHN F. BURNS 


bold inspections 
of iraq’s arsenal 


WASHINGTON — _ The 
Bush administration, antici- 
pating approval of a U.N. Se- 
curity Council resolution 
that falls short of what it was 
seeking, is now pressing 
harder than ever for inspec- 
tions of Iraq’s weapons pro- 
gram to be carried out 
quickly and forcefully. Ad- 
ministration officials say the 
goal is to prevent months of 
delay that could postpone re- 
taliation for Iraq's non- 
compliance. 

Delays could occur if in- 
spectors take their time in 
choosing hundreds of sites or 
visiting places that yield lit- 
tle conclusive evidence of 
Iraq’s weapons programs, 
the officials say. 

The administration has al- 
ways sought a rapid inspec- 
tion timetable in principle. 
But USS. officials have inten- 


sified their efforts in the last 7 


few weeks in their meetings 
with Hans Blix, the execu- 
tive chairman of the U.N. 
Monitoring, Verification and 
Inspections Commission, 
also known as UNMOVIC, as 
the likelihood has increased 
for a tough U.N. resolution. 
A major factor in the need 
for speed, officials said, is 
the “window” for military ac- 
tion against Iraq. Military of- 
ficials say that the optimal 
time for using troops is the 
winter, before heat and sand 
storms set in. Such an action 
would have to begin between 
December and February. 
“This is not going to be a 
matter of waiting six months 
to see what happens,” said 
an administration official, 
referring to the inspection 
process. “It’s going to be a 
matter of watching every day 
to see what the Iraqis do.” 
STEVEN R. WEISMAN 
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Settlers Drive Palestinians to Abandon Village \\()X\)) BRIEFS 


KHIRBAT YANUN, West 
Bank — The last families liv- 
ing in this Palestinian ham- 
let left on Friday, broken by 
what they said was a year of 
steadily mounting violence 
by Jewish settlers living in 
neighboring outposts on the 
hills. The gunfire, stone- 
throwing, physical assaults 
and vandalism had become 
unbearable, they said. 

“This was not a life,” said 
Kamal Sbeih, 40, a father of 
six, who packed up and 
moved with his family to the 
village of Aqraba. 

The evacuation of Khirbat 
Yanun, which once num- 
bered 150 people, is the first 
case in memory in which har- 
assment by Jewish settlers 
has emptied an entire Pales- 
tinian community. It was also 
an example of how militant 


young settlers are shaping 
the conflict in the West Bank 
after more than two years of 
deadly violence between Is- 
raelis and Palestinians. 

The zeal of the younger set- 
tlers was on display several 
miles west of here on Sun- 
day, where about 1,000 Jew- 
ish youths fought soldiers 
and police officers who came 
to evict them from an ille- 
gally built settlement — one 
of scores built in recent 
years on West Bank hills. 

The slopes below the out- 
posts have become effec- 
tively off limits to the villag- 
ers in recent years. Settlers 
have opened fire to scare 
goat herders away and to dis- 
tance olive pickers from hill- 
side groves, villagers said. 
Two weeks ago a man from 
Aqraba was killed when 


shots were fired at olive 
pickers on a hill nearby. 

Yaacov Hayman, the chair- 
man of the local council of 
Itamar, said that after two 
years of lethal Palestinian 
attacks, which he said had 
killed 11 people from the set- 
tlement, the villagers had to 
keep their distance. 

But settlers have also made 
violent forays into Khirbat 
Yanun itself, coming with in- 
creasing frequency over the 
past year, villagers said. The 
settlers would threaten -res- 
idents at gunpoint, hurl 
stones from rooftops and 
vandalize property, accord- 
ing to the villagers. They de- 
scribed huddling in their 
homes with frightened chil- 
dren as settlers pounded on 
doors and walked on roof- 
tops. JOEL GREENBERG 


Prague Discounts Link Between Iraq and Qaida 


PRAGUE, Czech Republic 
— The Czech president, Vac- 
lav Havel, has quietly told 
the White House he has con- 
cluded that there is no ev- 
idence to confirm earlier re- 
ports that Mohamed Atta, the 
leader in the Sept. 11 attacks, 
met with an Iraqi intelli- 
gence officer in Prague just 
months before the attacks, 
according to Czech officials. 

Havel discreetly called 
Washington to tell senior 
Bush administration  offi- 
cials that an initial report 
from the Czech domestic in- 
telligence agency that Atta 
had met with an Iraqi intelli- 


gence officer, Ahmad Khalil 
Ibrahim Samir al-Ani, in 
Prague in April 2001 could 
not be substantiated. 

Czech officials did not say 
precisely when Havel told 
the White House to disregard 
the reports of the meeting, 
but extensive — interviews 
with leading Czech figures 
make clear that he did so 
quietly some time earlier 
this year in an effort to avoid 
publicly embarrassing other 
prominent officials in his 
government, who had given 
credibility to the reports. 

The statements by those of- 
ficials had helped turn the 


reports of a meeting between 
an important al-Qaida opera- 
tive and an Iraqi spy into an 
international issue. 

When the reports of a meet- 
ing between Atta and Ani 
came to attention in October 
2001, they appeared to pro- 
vide the mosi direct connec- 
tion yet uncovered between 
the Sept. 11 attacks and the 
Iraqi regime of Saddam Hus- 
sein, and they set off a de 
bate in Washington over 
whether a possible war with 
Iraq should be considered 
an extension of the global 
war on al-Qaida and terror- 
ism. JAMES RISEN 


Irish Vote for a Wider Union and Europe Celebrates 


DUBLIN, Ireland — With 
final results tallied from a 
referendum here that en- 
dorsed a major expansion of 
the European Union, diplo- 
mats and officials across the 
continent on Sunday cel- 
ebrated the vote, saying it 
heralded a redrawing of the 
continent's frontiers. 

The ballot reversed an 
Irish vote last year to reject 
the enlargement. 

This time, official figures 
showed almost 63 percent of 


voters favored the Treaty of 
Nice, which sets the rules for 
expanding the 15-nation Eu- 
ropean Union by 2004 to em- 
brace 10 new members, most- 
ly Eastern and Central Euro- 
pean countries once part of 
the Soviet hegemony. Ireland 
was the only European 
Union member whose consti- 
tution required a referen- 
dum on the issue. 

In June 2001, 54 percent of 
Irish voters rejected the ex- 
pansion in a turnout of only a 


third of eligible voters. The 
treaty required unanimous 
support among all 15 mem- 
ber states and the other 14 
had already approved it by 
parliamentary vote. 

The outcome ended a sus- 
penseful vigil for many in the 
10 countries waiting to see if 
they would be allowed into 
the union: Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Hungary, 
Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Slovenia, Malta and Cyprus. 

ALAN COWELL 








Mourning in Australia 


CANBERRA, Australia — 
It was a national day of com- 
memoration on Sunday for 
more than 100 Australian 
men, women and children 
presumed killed in bomb- 
ings on Bali last weekend. 
Here in Canberra, the na- 
tional capital, two church 
services were addressed by 
political leaders, including 
Prime Minister John How- 
ard. He returned overnight 
from visiting Australian sur- 
vivors in Bali who are trying 
to identify the bodies of rel- 
atives. (NYT) 


Assassination Averted 


CARACAS, Venezuela — 
Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez said on Sunday that 
he had escaped an attempt 
to kill him when he returned 
from a trip to Europe this 
weekend. Chavez said gov- 
ernment agents, working on 
a tip, thwarted the attempt 
by an armed gang to shoot 
down his presidential plane 
by diverting the plane toa 
different airport. (Reuters) 


Greek Election 


ATHENS — Greek conser- 
vatives claimed victory on 
Sunday in countrywide mu- 
nicipal elections, including 
one for mayor of Athens, 
but fell far short of the mar- 
gin needed to force the 
long-governing Socialists to 
call early national elec- 
tions, according to surveys 
of voters. (NYT) 


Threat to Germany 


BERLIN — The police in 
Germany are concerned that 
the country may be attacked 
by al-Qaida, according to the 
magazine Der Spiegel, 
which cited a report by the 
federal criminal agency. Ac- 
cording to that report, the 
danger in Germany has been 
“raised considerably” asa 
result of Germany's partici- 
pation in the international 
coalition against terror. 


(NYT) 
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Church Rallies Behind Its Suspended Pastor 


CHICAGO — During the 
Prayer of the Faithful Sun- 
day moming at Holy Angels 
Church, tucked beside the 
standard petitions on behalf 
of Cardinal Francis George 
and President Bush was a 
personal plea for a fallen 
shepherd. 

“For our pastor, Father 
John Calicott, that the Holy 
Spirit sustain him in his 
present darkness,” Tony 
Vales, a parishioner, intoned 
from the altar. “And that his 
return to ministry will be 
much sooner than is cur- 
rently envisioned.” 

“Lord,” responded the con- 
gregation, “hear our prayer.” 

The members of Holy An- 
gels have been repeating this 
request every Sunday since 
June, when their pastor, who 
long ago admitted sexual 
misconduct with two 15-year- 
old boys in 1976, was re- 
moved from the parish as 
part of the American bishops 
new zero-tolerance policy on 
sexual abuse. But it took on 
new urgency at Sunday 
morning's Mass, two days af- 


ter the Vatican announced 
the policy would have to be 
reworked to protect the 
rights of accused priests. 

For the choir members 
who wear ‘‘Justice for Father 
John” pins — and for Cal- 
icott, who drives 50 miles to 
sit, in plain clothes, in the 
back rows at the Mass he 
used to celebrate — the let- 
ter from Rome offers re- 
newed hope. Calicott is one 
of five ousted priests in the 
Archdiocese of Chicago, and 
several dozen nationwide, 
who have filed appeals ask- 
ing the Vatican to reconsider 
their suspensions. 

As Catholics nationwide 
absorbed the latest devel- 
opments in the sex abuse 
scandal, there was new grief 
for survivors who had taken 
comfort in the zero tolerance 
policy, and relief for those 
who thought the bishops had 
gone too far. 

“I think it was ridiculous to 
remove priests without a 
trial," Mary Ann Garcia, 67, 
said after Mass Sunday 
morning at St. Mary’s in the 


Chicago suburb of Buffalo 
Grove, where the associate 
pastor, the Rev. Daniel Buck, 
is appealing his removal. 
“We don’t do that in the Unit- 
ed States.” But Garcia cannot 
imagine Buck returning. 
“His reputation has been de- 
stroyed here,” she said. 

Though the Survivors Net- 
work of those Abused by 
Priests has previously pick- 
eted at Holy Angels, dis- 
senters were not apparent at 
Sunday's Mass, where pa- 
rishioners scurried to offer 
Calicott a “peace be with 
you” before communion. 

In his homily, Cardinal 
George was sympathetic to 
the “difficult period” the 
parish is going through, but 
did not hint at whether he 
believed the priests should 
be reinstated. At a reception 
after Mass, the cardinal de- 
clined to be photographed 
with Calicott, who had taken 
communion from a priest at 
the back of the church, near 
his seat, rather than ap- 
proach the prelate at the al- 
tar. JODI WiLGOREN 


As the Sniping Creeps South, So Does the Fear 


RICHMOND, Va. — Clau- 
dia McGee used to think the 
sniper was somebody else’s 
problem. Now McGee, a 70- 
year-old retired meat slicer, 
ducks behind gas pumps. 

“Did I ever think the sniper 
would come this far south? 
Not for a minute,” she said. 

Then she called the elusive 
killer asnake, a rat and a few 
other things. 

Until now, people in Rich- 
mond, 100 miles south of 
Washington, have more or 
less gone on with their lives, 
not oblivious to the shootings 
but clearly separate from 
them. 

That ended in a Ponderosa 
parking lot. 

After a man was felled by a 
single shot to the stomach on 
Saturday night in a mall in 
Ashland, a small town just 
north of Richmond, this met- 
ropolitan area of a million 
people became the latest 


community to be violently in- 
ducted into the sniper way of 
life. 

On Sunday night, four 
school districts canceled 
Monday classes for their 
140,000 students. Police cars 
sit two by two along the high- 
ways, bleaching the woods 
with spotlights. 

“Unfortunately, we're go- 
ing to have to mimic what's 
happening in Northern Vir- 
ginia,” said Manoli Loupassi, 
a Richmond city councilman 
and chairman of the city’s 
public safety committee. “We 
thought this was a D.C. prob- 
lem.” 

All this is happening even 
before ballistics tests posi- 
tively link the Ashland shoot- 
ing, which left a 37-year-old 
man in critical condition, to 
the 11 other attacks thought 
to be carried out by the same 
sniper or snipers stalking the 
Beltway area. The authori- 


ties say they are operating on 
the assumption that the 
shooting on Saturday is con- 
nected. 

But how wide will this cir- 
cle of fear grow? The first at- 
tacks were in Maryland, then 
Washington proper, then 
suburban Virginia, with the 
killer steadily creeping 
south on I-95. 

“But Ashland?” asked Dot 
Loving, a 71-year-old retired 
cashier. “That's where we 
used to pick butterbeans.” 

Loving and McGee 
munched on french fries at 
Bill's Virginia BBQ. It was 
lunchtime, but all the lami- 
nated wood tables were-emp- 
ty. The two were the only 
customers around. 

“It's the snake,” McGee 
said, wrinkling her face as if 
she had licked a lemon. 
“Look around. He's scared 
everybody.” 

JEFFREY GETTLEMAN 


NATION BRIEFS 


Bushto Announce __ 
Prescription Drug Plan 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Bush is to announce on 
Monday that his administra- 
tion will carry out measures 
intended to give Americans 
faster access to low-cost ge- 
neric versions of brand- 
name drugs, administration 
officials said Sunday night. 
The plan, similar to but less 
extensive than a bill passed 
in July by the Democratic- 
controlled Senate, is intend- 
ed to reduce the ability of 
brand-name drug companies 
to delay the approval and 
marketing of generic ver- 
sions of products. (NYT) 


Rally in Baltimore 


BALTIMORE, Md. — 
About 400 people gathered 
on Sunday at the charred 
row house where Angela 
Dawson and her family 
lived to protest what they 
called the city’s neglect of 
the neighborhood. Dawson, 
36, died Wednesday with five 
of her children in a fire the 
authorities say was set in re- 
taliation for her crusade 
against drug dealing. (NYT) 


New Food Labels 


WASHINGTON -- Begin- 
ning on Monday, the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture’s new 
seal labeling food organic 
will appear in grocery 
stores, making clear to con- 
sumers for the first time 
what produce has been 
raised without conventional 
pesticides or fertilizers, 
antibiotics or growth hor- 
mones. (NYT) 


Bronx Suspect Caught 


Roberto Carlos Mayen, a 
former marine who the po- 
lice say stole a car at gun- 
point in New Jersey on Sat- 
urday and drove to the 
Bronx, where he shot and 
killed two livery drivers, 
was arrested on Sunday 
morning after a chase near 
the Canadian border, the 
authorities said. (NYT) 
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Trouble in “The West Wing’ as Ratings Fall 


Big Contract Hopes 
Are Dimmed 


Just a month ago, Aaron 
Sorkin, the man responsible 
for creating and writing the 
hit NBC series “The West 
Wing,” walked out of a thea- 
ter in Los Angeles gripping 
his third consecutive Emmy 
award for best drama. He 
had every reason to believe 
he could head right over to 
NBC, brandish the latest 
award and, using the lever- 
age that every producer ofa 
hit show up for renegotia- 
tion has, tell the network to 
pay up. 

But in one of the more in- 
triguing subplots of the tele- 
vision season, circum- 
stances have changed sud- 
denly and unexpectedly for 
“The West Wing” and Sor- 
kin. NBC, which must strike 
a new deal if it wants to re. 
tain the prestigious politi- 


cal drama next season, is, at . 


least for the moment, sitting 
on its wallet. 

The network has its rea- 
sons. The ratings for this 


season's early episodes 
have fallen, and the young 
adult viewers that NBC 
prizes (women in particu- 
lar) have defected in big 
numbers. Critics, and even 
some fans of the show, are 
saying that the season's 
plots are not compelling. 

This has made the build- 
up to the formal negotia- 
tions as intensely political 
and fractious as anything 
seen in the show's fictional 
White House. 

Warner Brothers  cur- 
rently receives a fee of just 
under $4 million an episode 
for “West Wing,” according 
to an executive with knowl- 
edge of the contract. De- 
spite the recent ratings dip, 
it is pushing for a huge fee 
increase, to as much as $10 
million an episode, for a 
“West Wing” renewal. NBC 
is sending out messages that 
it would balk at $6 million. 

The “West Wing” side still 
believes that it holds the 
cards in the negotiations. 
The show still attracts an af- 
fluent audience and en- 
hances NBC's entire 


Wednesday night line-up. 

NBC, at least for now, 
seems to be shrugging off 
any halo effect that ‘‘West 
Wing” might be having on its 
Wednesday night, and is not 
flinching from the prospect 
of staring down a schedule 
without that show’ or 
“Friends” if it means an 
eye-popping savings on its 
bottom line. 

But Warner’ Brothers 
thinks it. has one other 
trump card: interest from 
other networks to provide 
leverage on NBC. So far, 
though, executives from the 
other networks seem con- 
tent to remain on the side- 
lines. 

Like many of the other ex- 
ecutives involved, John 
Wells, an executive pro- 
ducer of “West Wing,” said 
he expected that after all 
the posturing ends, NBC 
will step up and pay what it 
takes to keep the show. 

“I'd be really saddened if 
they didn’t,” he remarked, 
adding, “That said, at the 
end of the day, it’s a busi- 
ness.” BILL CARTER 


Gatekeeper for Fiction Changing at New Yorker 


For decades, the fiction 
editor of The New Yorker 
has controlled the velvet 
rope at the gateway to liter- 
ary stardom, welcoming a 
fortunate few into the pres- 
tigious inner circle of short 
story writers and a career of 
lucrative book contracts. 

On Monday, writers and 
agents will begin lining up 
before a new sentry at the 
gates of The New Yorker's 
pages. Deborah Treisman, a 
32-year-old prodigy little 
known outside the literary 
world, will now be charged 
with telling writers, from 
wishful creative writing stu- 
dents to the likes of John 
Updike and Alice Munro, 
whether their short-story 
submission meets her 
standards. 

Early word of her appoint- 
ment by David Remnick, the 
editor of The New Yorker, 


has already sparked avid 
speculation about what 
kind of writers Treisman, 
the former deputy fiction 
editor, will anoint as she 
succeeds her former boss, 
Bill Buford, 48, whom Rem- 
nick has encouraged to fo- 
cus on writing as a Euro- 
pean correspondent for the 
magazine. Although the two 
worked closely together the 
last five years, people who 
know Treisman well say she 
has long hoped to showcase 
more experimental stories 
and less fiction by and 
about men. Given Treis- 
man’s youth, history and lit- 
erary values, expect more 
global, less Eurocentric 
stories and a raft of new 
young writers known, for 
the time being, only to her. 
She follows a successful, if 
somewhat controversial, su- 
perior. In his seven years at 


The New Yorker, Buford cut 
a wide swath across the lit- 
erary scene, carousing at 
book parties with Salman 
Rushdie, and bringing a 
new level of attention and 
dazzle to the magazine's fic- 
tion. But he has also drawn 
new criticisms from writers, 
agents and others rankled 
as much by his free-wheel- 
ing approach to his work as 
by his literary preferences. 
Remnick credited Buford 
with radically revising the 
image of the magazine's fic- 
tion. “There is a parody of 
the New Yorker story of a 
woman left alone at home 
who would have a slight ex- 
perience and then a sad fris- 
son, a little shiver at the 
end,” Remnick said. “That 
was never really true, but 
Bill brought a lot of energy to 
the job.”. DAVID CARR and 
DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK 


The Markets Last Week 


Dow 8,322.40 472.11 


Nasdaq 1,287.86 & 77.39 


l0yr. Treasury yield 4,11 A 0.30 


The euro indollars 0.9718 W .0153 


The dollar inyen 125,53 A 1.47 


A First Novel 
Is No. 1 Seller 


Something unusual has 
been happening on the fic- 
tion best-seller list lately. A 
first novel is at No. 1. 

“The Lovely Bones” by Al- 
ice Sebold has become the 
biggest-selling book of the 
year, beating back competi- 
tion from Tom Clancy, Nich- 
olas Sparks and Stephen 
King. 

How the book, originally 
positioned as a first novel 
with promise, rose to the top 
of best-seller lists reflects its 
strength in a wave of literary 
novels, many of which have 
become substantial best 
sellers, including ‘“Atone- 
ment” by Ian McEwan and 
“The Corrections” by Jona- 
than Franzen. It is a trend 
that appears to be blurring 
the boundaries of literary 
and commercial fiction. 

The book's success also 
speaks to the power of pub- 
lishing-house enthusiasm, 
the power of TV to sell 
books even after the demise 
of Oprah's Book Club and 
the unpredictable value of 
word of mouth. 

“There is an enormous au- 
dience out there for quality 
literature,’ said Lawrence 
J. Kirshbaum, chairman and 
chief of the AOL Time War- 
ner Book Group, which owns 
Little, Brown, the book’s 
publisher. 

“The Lovely Bones” is 
about the rape and murder 
of a teenager named Susie 
Salmon. The novel is narrat- 
ed by the dead girl: “I was 
fourteen when I was mur- 
dered on December 6, 1973” 
is the second sentence of the 
book. The novel describes 
the crime’s impact on her 
family, the police inquiry 
and what it is like to be in 
Heaven. 

BILL GOLDSTEIN 
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Powertul, Flawed Witness Against Enron 


The recent plea agree- 
ment with a former senior 
Enron trader presents new 
opportunities for the 
law enforcement offi- 
cials investigating a 
range of possible 
crimes at the company. But 
it also creates challenges 
for prosecutors that did not 
exist before. 

Under the agreement an- 
nounced last week, the 
trader, Timothy N. Belden, 
pleaded guilty to conspir- 
ing with others to manipu- 
late the California energy 
market during the state’s 
energy crises that began in 
2000, and he agreed to co- 
operate in the investigation 
of Enron. In his statements 
to the court, Belden ad- 
mitted submitting false 
commitments for energy de- 
livery for the purpose of 
driving up prices 

Already, people involved 


NEws 
ANALYSIS 


in the case said, Belden has 
provided information to in- 
vestigators about Enron's 
broadband unit as 
well as about its use 
of huge reserves from 
its California energy 
trading to offset losses in 
other businesses. 

But Belden also arrives 
with certain baggage as a 
witness. He is the first cru- 
cial witness in the Enron 
case to have provided state- 
ments in the past about his 
wrongdoing. During those 
interviews, Belden has 
maintained at times that his 
actions were not illegal and 
that he, and he alone, was 
responsible for them. 

Why would Belden have 
been so open in his discus- 
sions about potential 
wrongdoing, when so many 
others at Enron have 
refused to speak about the 
scandal? For one, the in- 


terviews took place in 1999 
and 2000, before the Enron 
scandal exploded into pub- 
lic view. Moreover, many 
traders, Belden included, 
seem to have thought that 
such manipulations were 
simply clever methods of 
taking advantage of poor 
rules, rather than illegal- 
ity. 

But legal experts said, re- 
gardless of the regulations 
in place, obtaining profits 
through the submission of 
false documents, as Belden 
did, crosses the line into 
criminal fraud. “Gaining 
economic advantage 
through material misrep- 
resentation doesn't really 
require regulations to be vi- 
olated” for a criminal pros- 
ecution, said Stephen 
Meagher, a former prosecu- 
tor in San Francisco. “It’s 
fraud, pure and simple.” 

KURT EICHENWALD 


FCC Chief Says Cutbacks Don’t Doom Telecom 


Don’t send out an SOS for 
the telecom equipment in- 
dustry just yet. 


on the ability of those and 
smaller equipment makers 
to remain solvent 


Michael K. Powell, NEws enough to continue 
chairman of the Fed- ANALYSIS developing new tech- 
eral Communications nology. 

Commission, urged in a As their industry's brutal 
speech early this month recession continues, it does 
that telecommunications seem increasingly likely 


companies spend more on 
new equipment to insure 
the survival of big suppliers 
like Lucent Technologies, 
Nortel Networks and Cisco 
Systems. The carriers’ own 
recovery, he said, depended 


that flagship vendors like 
Lucent and Nortel may be 
forced into bankruptcy or 
some other revamping that 
wipes out most or all of the 
investment of current 
shareholders. But the giant 


carriers like AT&T, SBC 
Communications and Veri- 
zon see no need to write re- 
lief checks to the equipment 
industry. 

Industry analysts say, and 
equipment makers  pri- 
vately agree, that the key 
suppliers will probably live 
on — although as smaller 
enterprises — by focusing 
on products and services 
pegged to equipment they 
have been selling the car- 
riers for decades. 

BARNABY J. FEDER 


For Big Game Master, Online Play Is a Big Gamble 


SAN FRANCISCO — Elec- 
tronic Arts is a Silicon Val- 
ley company markedly out 
of step with its neighbors. 

In this region, where the 
market values of many tech- 
nology companies have 
shriveled the last two years, 
Electronic Arts, the world’s 
biggest video-game publish- 
er, has flourished. On Fri- 
day, its shares closed at 
$70.14, its highest finish 
since the company went 


public 13 years ago, and up 
13 percent for the year. 
Analysts attribute the 
stock’s ascent both to con- 
tinued strength by Electron- 
ic Arts and to an industry 
growth cycle driven by the 
introduction of hardware 
platforms the last two years: 
Sony’s PlayStation 2, Nin- 
tendo’s GameCube and Mi- 
crosoft’s Xbox. Retail and 
video-game industry an- 
alysts say the sale of the 


hardware, and the games 
played upon them, could be 
a rare bright spot this holi- 
day season, though perhaps 
not as bright as previously 
projected. 

The success of one of the 
company’s major holiday 
games, The Sims Online, an 
Internet-based game, may 
dictate whether the compa- 
ny will meet its and Wall 
Street’s lofty expectations. 

MATT RICHTEL 


BUSINESS BRIBES 


A Push to Control 
Telemarketing Calis 


The Direct Marketing As- 
sociation, a trade group, 
plans to announce a plan 
Monday to prevent telemar- 
keters from calling people 
on their cellphones. 

A federal law passed in 
1991 already bans most 
commercial calls to wire- 
less phones, but as some 
mobile numbers have be- 
come hard to distinguish 
from landline numbers, 
marketers have found 
screening cellphones from 
their call lists difficult. 

So the Direct Marketing 
Association has identified 
280 million existing and 
prospective wireless num- 
bers and will try to have 
marketers eliminate them 
from their lists. (NYT) 








Merchants Unite 
To Fight Online Fraud 


Internet merchants, wea- 
ry of a near constant bar- 
rage of credit card fraud 
that costs them more than 
$1 billion each year, are 
joining forces in hopes of 
helping one another identi- 
fy users of stolen credit 
cards, catch criminals and 
perhaps soothe the fears of 
millions of potential online 
shoppers. 

A group of the Web’s big- 
gest e-commerce companies 
has formed over the last 
year, with the goal of creat- 
ing a database that mer- 
chants could use to block 
potentially fraudulent 
transactions and help snare 
people who commit credit 
card fraud. (NYT) 


Stricter Labeling 


Sen. Joseph I. Lieberman, 
D-Conn., and Rep. Billy Tau- 
zin, R-La., have renewed a 
push for recording compa- 
nies to toughen labeling 
standards on sexually ex- 
plicit and violent lyrics. 
They want labels to say ex- 
actly what is explicit about 
the content. (NYT) 
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In Mexico, Uproar Over a Priest Going His Own Way 


MEXICO CITY — A story 
of forbidden love recently 
ignited the passions of this 
country’s powerful Roman 
Catholic Church, turning a 
low-budget movie into the 
biggest box office hit in the 
history of Mexican film. 

It is the story of Amaro 
and Amelia, young and rag- 
ing with hormones. They 
steal their first kiss on the 
pews of a candlelit church. 
They whisper sweet noth- 
ings during confession. And 
Amaro takes Amelia's vir- 
ginity under a sky-blue veil 
resembling the veil worn by 
the Virgin of Guadalupe, 
Mexico's patron saint. 

That alone might have 
been enough to ignite reli- 


gious outrage in a country 
more than 90 percent Roman 
Catholic. But Amaro is a 
priest. The Catholic hierar- 
chy here responded by 
mounting nationwide pro- 
tests to stop the movie. 

“The Crime of Father 
Amaro,” directed by Carlos 
Carrera and based on a 19th- 
century Portuguese novel, 
portrays priests as pred- 
ators, drunk with power and 
lust. They murder; they take 
money and favors from drug 
traffickers; they take pleas- 
ures from lonely widows and 
innocent virgins. 

Toward the end of the film, 
Amelia becomes pregnant 
by Amaro, who forces her to 
have a clandestine abortion, 


CROSSWORD Edited By Will Shortz 


an action that leads to the 
film's tragic conclusion. 

In the weeks before the 
movie's Mexican premiere 
in August, priests and cardi- 
nals staged news confer- 
ences and demanded meet- 
ings with high-level govern- 
ment officials. They called 
the film a “frontal attack” on 
the Roman Catholic Church 
and ordered it banned from 
Mexican theaters. 

Abortion opponents sum- 
moned armies of young peo- 
ple to pass out fliers at shop- 
ping malls and outside 
churches, pleading with pa- 
rishioners not to see a movie 
that they said mocked Mexi- 
co's patron saint. 

The Mexican film industry, 





which still receives govern- 
ment financing for most of 
its productions, had en- 
dured tough censorship un- 
der the authoritarian Insti- 
tutional Revolutionary Par- 
ty, or PRI, which had gov- 
erned Mexico for more than 
seven decades. 

The PRI was ousted two 
years ago, when voters elect- 
ed Vicente Fox. Catholic of- 
ficials believed the political 
tide had shifted even more 
in their favor. Fox, a leader 
of the conservative National 
Action Party, is the most 
openly Catholic president 
since the Mexican Rev- 
olution. 

But Fox said he would not 
allow personal morals to 
overrule freedom of expres- 
sion, and his government 
refused to ban “The Crime 
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Salmon Propels Angels 


ANAHEIM, Calif. — They 
call him Kingfish. It is an 
obvious nickname for a 
player named Tim Salmon, 
but there is more to it than 
that. Salmon is the dean of 
the Anaheim Angels, their 
quiet leader. He has been 
here 11. years, playing 
through pain, living with the 
heartbreak that defined this 
franchise for decades. 

On Sunday night, Salmon 
gave the performance of a 
lifetime. He reached base 
five times and homered 
twice, including the game- 
winning two-run shot in the 
eighth inning, propelling 
the Angels to an 11-10 vic- 
tory over the San Francisco 
Giants in Game 2 of the 
World Series at Edison 
Field. It was the Angels’ 
first World Series victory 
and evened the four-of-sev- 


e€n-game series at 1-1. 

Salmon homered into the 
left-field bullpen off Felix 
Rodriguez with two outs in 
the eighth inning, snapping 
a 9-9 tie. The Angels brought 
in Troy Percival for the top 
of the ninth, and with two 
outs, he challenged Barry 
Bonds with a 97-mile-an- 
hour fastball. 

It was the best pitch 
Bonds saw on a frustrating 
night, and he punished it 
into the right-field bleach- 
ers for a homer, narrowing 
the lead to one run. But Per- 
cival recovered to retire Be- 
nito Santiago on a pop-up, 
ending the game. 

Nothing came easily for 
the Angels, at least after 
their five-run first inning — 
the most runs in the first in- 
ning of a World Series game 
since 1960. 


to 11-10 Victory 


Anaheim scored seven 
times off Russ Ortiz in the 
first two innings, but Kevin 
Appier and the bullpen frit- 
tered the lead away. 

It was the zaniest World 
Series game since Toronto’s 
15-14 victory over Philadel- 
phia exactly nine years ago. 
It took the Angels’ 20-year- 
old flame thrower, Francis- 
co Rodriguez, to restore or- 
der. 

He entered in the top of 
the sixth and simply over- 
whelmed the Giants. He 
struck out the first two hit- 
ters he faced on sliders, 
then fired a fastball on his 
first pitch to Bonds, who 
blistered it to first for a 
groundout. Rodriguez 
fanned two more in the sev- 
enth, and retired the side in 
the eighth. 

TYLER KEPNER 


Facing Stiff Challenge, Burns Wins His First Title 


LAKE BUENA VISTA, Fla. 
— Bob Burns had never done 
this before, but it did not 
look that way. 

He had never won on the 
PGA Tour. He had never 
faced a back-nine challenge 
from Tiger Woods. And he 
had never shot a final-round 
65 under as much pressure 
as he faced Sunday. 

Who expected a player like 
Burns, ranked 241st in the 
world, to emerge from a 
crowded leader board to win 
the Walt Disney World Re- 


WEATHER 


High/low temperatures for the 21 hours ended at 4 p.m, 
yesterday, Eastern time, and precipitation (in inches) for 
the 18 hours ended at 1 p.m. yesterday, Expected con- 


ditions for today and tomorrow, 


Weather conditions: C-clouds, F-fog, H-haze, |-ice, PC- 
Partly cloudy,R-rain, S-sun, Sh-showers, Sn-snow, SS- 
snow showers, T-thunderstorms, Tr-trace, W-windy. 


U.S. CITIES 

Yesterday Today 
Atlanta 72/55 0 69/59 C 
Albuquerque 66/42 0 68/45 PC 
Boise 64/42 0 63/38 PC 
Boston 58/46 0 54/40 S 
Buffalo 52/36 0 46/35 C 
Charlotte 67/48 0 67/57 C 
Chicago 51/28 0 50/34 PC 
Cleveland 52/39 0 49/35 PC 
Dallas-Ft. Worth 65/54 0.02 69/53 Cc 
Denver 68/37 0 61/32 S 
Detroit 52/34 0 47/34 C 


sort Golf Classic? Although 
no one else did, Burns be- 
lieved in himself. 

With a superb round that 
featured seven birdies and 
several clutch putts, Burns 
prevailed by a stroke over 
Chris DiMarco, and by two 
strokes over Woods. Burns 
finished at 25-under 263 to 
hold off both DiMarco, who 
had a 68, and Woods, who 
shot a 63, as the world’s No. I 
player almost came back to 
win another tournament. 


number of first-time winners 
on the Tour this year, a total 
that has reached 16. 

Burns came into the week 
worried about falling out of 
the top 125 on the money list 
and losing his Tour card. But 
he left as a champion, and it 
meant more with Woods in 
the field. * 

“When his name is directly 
below mine, that is pretty 
cool,” Burns said. “Not a 
whole lot of guys can say that 
out here.” 


SPORTS BRIEFS 


Favre Injures Knee 


GREEN BAY, Wis. — 
Brett Favre sprained his 
left knee when he was 
sacked by LaVar Arrington 
in the Green Bay Packers’ 
30-9 victory over the Wash- 
ington Redskins Sunday, 
leaving the Packers to 
wonder how long they 
might be without their star 
quarterback. (AP) 





Miscues by Dolphins 


MIAMI — Taking advan- 
tage of an erratic effort by 
Miami Dolphins backup 
quarterback Ray Lucas, the 
Buffalo Bills had four inter 
ceptions and recovered two 
fumbles to beat the Dal- 
phins 23-10 Sunday. (AP) 


Els Tops Garcia 


Ernie Els won his fourth 
world match play golf title 
with a 2-and-1 victory over 
Sergio Garcia Sunday in 
Virginia Water, England. 

(AP) 


|WEL RESULTS © 23 


SUNDAY 

Detroit 23, Chicago 20, OT 
Buffalo 23, Miami 10 

Atlanta 30, Carolina 0 

Jets 20, Minnesota 7 

St. Louis 37, Seattle 20 
Denver 37, Kansas City 34, OT 
New Orleans 35, San Francisco 27 
Baltimore 17; Jacksonville 10 
Cleveland 34, Houston 17 

San Diego 27, Oakland 21, OT 
Arizona 9, Dalias 6, OT 

Green Bay 30, Washington 9 


Add Burns to the record CLIFTON BROWN Philadelphia 20, Tampa Bay 10 
Houston 77/66 0.94 80/66 T 77/66 C Cape Town 82/43 0 71/52 PC 78/51 PC 
Kansas City 58/34 0 67/38 PC 51/42 C Dublin 47/37 0.01 61/47 Sh §9/53 Sh 
Los Angeles 62/57 0 70/56 S 69/57 PC Geneva 55/36 0.02 62/49 Sh 58/50 Sh 
Miami 88/73 0 86/73 PC 87/75 PC —_ Hong Kong 88/79 0 78/72 PC 78/71 PC 
Minn.-St. Paul 36/32 0.03 37/31 Sn 38/29C Kingston 90/75 0 88/78 PC 87/77 PC 
New York City 59/49 0 58/46 S 55/41 PC Lima 68/61 Tr 65/58 PC 66/59 PC 
Orlando 85/64 0 85/69 C 86/68 C London 49/39 0.01 61/45 Sh 61/53 T 
Philadelphia 61/54 0 59/47 S 60/43 PC —— Madrid 64/46 0 65/54 Sh 60/52 Sh 
Phoenix 84/65 0 85/64 PC 84/63 PC Mexico City 73/50 0 74152 PC 70/53 PC 
Salt Lake City 66/39 0 67/40 PC 63/41 C Montreal 44/37 0.67 42/32 PC 40/28 PC 
San Francisco 65/55 0 67/51 S 66/51 S Nassau 88/72 0 88/74 PC 86/75 PC 
Tomorrow Seattle 58/52 0.04 62/47 PC 62/42 PC Paris 58/39 0 65/49 Sh 62/54 R 
68/54 PC St. Louis 55/37 0 60/39 PC 44 PC Prague 48/34 0.02 60/39 PC 64/52 Sh 
71/46 PC — Washington 60/55 0 58/47 C 58/45 PC Riode Janeiro 95/70 0 86/73 T 82/75 T 
62/38 PC . Rome 70/50 0 75/52 PC 72/60 Sh 
50/37 S FOREIGN CITIES Santiago 60/450 73/42 PC 73/41 PC 
47133 PC Yesterday Today Tomorrow SantoDomingo 90/73 Tr 89/73 PC 86/72 T 
64/51 C Acapulco 93/77 0 88/76 PC 84/75 Sh Stockholm 39/14 0 38/21 PC 41/34 PC 
56/36 PC Athens 73/64 0 77/53 S$ 75/51 S Sydney 77/57 0 72/57 PC 69/55 PC 
52/38 C Beijing 50/37 0 61/38 PC 63/40 PC Tokyo 67/63 0.67 59/51 Sh 66/49 PC 
71/57 C Berlin 48/36 0.16 57/39 Sh 63/53 PC Toronto 51/34 0.01 49/36 C 48/34 PC 
54/34 C Buenos Aires 64/55 0.35 65/56 Sh 67/48 PC Vancouver 56/52 0.06 60/46 S 60/49 PC 
48/39 C Cairo 85/70 0 82/68 PC 80/62 S Warsaw 44/36 0.12 42/29 R 57/38 Sh 
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EDITORIALS OF THE TIMES 





A New Organic Era 


Monday marks a milestone in Amer- 
ican farming. The Agriculture Depart- 
ment introduces a set of standards that 
define what the word “organic” means 
and which growers and products are 
qualified to use it. While most Amer- 
icans tend to think of organic food as 
somehow healthier for themselves and 
their children, there is no hard ev- 
idence to support that. The real value 
of organic farming is its impact on our 
soil and water and livestock, on the 
very idea of farming itself. For that 
alone, it deserves our support. 

It took the USDA a while to get the 
regulations right. But nearly every ef- 
fort to adulterate the purity of the 
standards was blocked by an outpour- 
ing of public comment. What remains 
is the single best guarantee Americans 
have that what is being sold as “organ- 
ic’ is just what it says. 

Organic farming depends on the con- 
cept of the soil as a “living system.” In 
an organic system, which relies on 
crop rotations, animal manures, green 
manures and biological pest control, 
the soil grows richer and richer, more 
and more fertile. Organic farms do not 


contaminate groundwater, nor do they 
create toxic runoff. Their soil doesn’t 
blow or wash away. This stands in di- 
rect contrast to the rest of American 
agriculture over the past half-century, 
a tale of grievous erosion, of poisoned 
wells and rivers, and an agricultural 
effluent that has created an enormous 
dead zone in the Gulf of Mexico. Buy- 
ing certified organic food is a way to 
support the health of the soil itself. 
The introduction of these new organ- 
ic standards is the beginning of the 
story, rather than the end of it. The 
standards will have to be protected 
against attempts to weaken them. Per- 
haps the biggest challenge is discern- 
ing the impact of these standards on 
organic farmers themselves. To some, 
the idea of federal standards is the an- 
tithesis of the spirit of organic farming. 
For most, however, it’s a welcome op- 
portunity to reach a broader public. 
There are still concerns over scale, 
too, as more and more small organic 
food companies are being bought up by 
the big players, like General Mills. 
Nonetheless, this is a new day for or- 
ganic farming and a welcome one. 


Prosecutorial Outrage in Florida 


Of all the high-profile courtroom dra- 
mas in recent years, none have been 
more surreal than the case of the two - 
young brothers convicted in Florida 
last month of bludgeoning their father 
to death. Prosecutors, uncertain who 


was an outrageous move, made all the 
more so by the results. Alex and Derek 
were convicted of second-degree mur- 
der, but the jury forewoman said after- 
ward that she and her fellow jurors be- 
lieved the boys had only helped Chavis 


was responsible for the killing, de- ~ do the killing. Chavis’ jury, meanwhile, 


cided, bizarrely, to proceed against the 
boys in one trial and, at the same time, 
against a different suspect, under a dif- 
ferent theory, in a second trial. The 
judge in the boys’ trial was right last | 
week to toss out their convictions. 

Alex King, 13, and Derek King, 14, 
originally confessed to killing their fa- 
ther with an aluminum baseball bat, 
while he was sleeping, and then setting 
his house on fire to cover up the crime. 
But they later recanted and pinned the 
blame on Ricky Chavis, with whom 
Alex said he had been having a sexual 
relationship. Prosecutors were torn be- 
tween two explanations for how the 
crime occurred. Either Alex and Derek 
bludgeoned their father to death or 
Chavis killed King, to protect his rela- 
tionship with Alex. 

Instead of figuring out which was 
true, prosecutors decided to give each 
of the contradictory theories a shot. It 


ae 


acquitted him of all charges. Prosecu- 
tors did, however, avoid a more disturb- 
ing outcome: Alex and Derek could 
“have been convicted under one theory 
and Chavis under another, guarantee- 
ing that someone who was innocent was 
convicted. 
_ The prosecutors had an obligation to 
decide on asingle theory of the case be- 
fore going to trial. It was an abdication 
of their role, and perhaps an ethical vi- 
olation, for them to ask jurors to find 
defendants guilty beyond a reasonable 
doubt when the prosecutors them- 
selves were so uncertain about who 
com t crime. 

The juc as rightly ordered the 
prosecution and defense to try to re- 
solve the case through mediation. In 
the future, prosecutors should decide 
who they think is guilty and then ask a 
jury to convict, and not the other way 
around. 


> 


BOB HERBERT 


Dancing in the Dark 


There may yet be a way to avoid the 
war with Iraq that President Bush ap- 
pears to so desperately want. But if 
the United States does go barreling 
into Baghdad, with or without the 
sanction of the United Nations, Amer- 
icans should at least have some clear 
sense of the potentially very heavy 
consequences that may ensue. 

The Bush administration, with its 
muscular rhetoric and its trumpeting 
of a new generation of weapons even 
smarter than those used in the gulf 
war, would be happy to have the pub- 
lic think of the war as little more than 
a walk in the park. 

It can sound so easy. But the truth is 
that no one really knows where a U.S. 
led military invasion of Iraq will lead. 
Saddam's regime can be destroyed, no 
doubt. But what then? 

Do we really want to occupy Iraq? 
For how long, and at what cost, and to 
what end? Will we simply be eradicat- 
ing a murderous threat, or also ‘estab- 
lishing a beachhead in an oil-rich 
frontier? 

And what about the humanitarian 
crisis that is almost sure to develop 
once the smarter bombs and other 
forms of firepower have done the job 
they were created for? Are we ready 
and willing to deal with the life- 
threatening food and water shortages, 
the wounded and frightened civilians 
(including children), the shattered 
infrastructure and the desperate refu- 
gees? Are we ready? 

And what's the plan for locating and 
securing Saddam's weapons of mass 
destruction? One can easily imagine, 
in the chaos of war, the dispersal of 
such weapons into terror networks 
both inside and outside Iraq. 

The attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, brought 
the cruel violence of terrorism right 
into the gut of ordinary Americans — 
and terrorism, not Iraq, remains the 
great fear of the moment. 

How is it possible that a war in Iraq 
and its aftermath will not divert 
attention and precious resources from 
the crucial fight against more immedi- 
ate terrorist threats? 

In a world as dangerous as ours has 
become, questions about the profound 
implications of a U.S.-led invasion of 
Iraq deserve much more in the way of 
answers than we have now. Seldom 
has the United States had a greater 
need for wise and candid and prudent 
leadership. This is not a good time to 


- be dancing in the dark. 
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SECURITY COUNCIL 2 Are Sought for Sniper Questioning 


GETS US. PROPOSAL 
ON DISARMING IRAQ 


UNITED NATIONS — The 
United States formally pre- 
sented to the full Security 
Council on Wednesday a 
draft resolution that includ- 
ed a threat of military action 
against Iraq, sharply increas- 
ing the pressure on France, 
Russia and China to agree to 
a tough measure to force 
Baghdad to disarm. 

The administration’s step 
followed six weeks of wran- 
gling among the five per- 
manent, veto-bearing mem- 
bers of the council. 


The United States sub-° 


mitted its draft to negotia- 
tion with all 15 council na- 
tions to show its reluctant al- 
lies, France and Russia, that 
it had sufficient support for 
the resolution among the 10 
non-permanent members. 

American diplomats caleu- 
lated that they were already 
in a position to avoid a veto 
from France, Russia or Chi- 
na. But the move on Wednes- 
day put pressure on the per- 
manent members to decide 
soon whether to vote for 
Washington’s proposal or ab- 
stain and reduce their in- 
fluence in any confrontation 
with Saddam Hussein. 

“You’re either with us or 
against us,” was the message 
that Washington was sending 
to the other permanent mem- 
bers, an administration offi- 
cial said Wednesday. 

France, has opposed the 
American draft because it 
includes a legal basis for a 
military attack if Iraq fails to 
disarm as a result of U.N. 
weapons inspections, France 
has favored a two-stage ap- 
proach, which would leave 
the authorization of force to 
a second resolution, a pos- 
ition Russia and China also 
favor. JULIA PRESTON 


ROCKVILLE, Md. — The 
hunt for the roving suburban 
sniper focused on two people 
being sought by the police 
Wednesday night as witness- 
es, who were reported on the 
run and the subject of an in- 
tensive East Coast dragnet. 

After three weeks of fruit- 
less hunting by law enforce- 
ment officials, the search for 
the sniper suddenly took a 
series of promising leaps to- 
ward solid progress with the 
announcement of the search 
for the two. 

One man was identified by 
the police as John Alan Wil- 
liams, also known as John 
Alan Mohammad, a 42-year- 
old military veteran. They 
said he was accompanied by 
a juvenile, whom they did 
not identify. An alert for a 
car presumed to be carrying 
the two was issued at10p.m., 
calling on area police to be 
on the lookout for a 1990 blue 
or burgundy Chevrolet Ca- 
price bearing the New Jer- 
sey license plate NDA-21Z. 


The focus on the two 
capped an intense day in 
which the search for the 
sniper, who has killed 10 and 
wounded three, shifted west- 
ward across the country as 
federal investigators began 
searching a home in Tacoma, 
Wash., for evidence that 
might be linked to the shoot- 
ings here on the East Coast. 

The search was televised 
live nationally as officials 
here canceled an evening 
news conference, explaining 
that the hunt had become 
particularly fluid with what 
they called fresh devel- 
opments. 

The lookout for the two 
and the car was issued soon 
after. 

Federal investigators said 
that searchers were looking 
for shell casings or bullets in 
the yard of a duplex in sub- 
urban Tacoma where one of 
the two might have once 
lived. 

A federal official said the 
two were being sought for 


questioning about possible 
ties to “skinhead militia” 
groups. 

Federal agents noted the 
Tacoma search was being 
conducted with the coopera- 
tion of the current resident 
there and with federal 
agents formally declaringita 
crime scene search. Officials 
would not comment on re- 
ports that one of the people 
being sought might have 
been a soldier trained in 
firearms at Fort Lewis. 

While the past lookouts of 
the police here have been for 
two white vehicles, a cargo 
truck and a van, the descrip- 
tion put out Wednesday night 
was similar to one witness’s 
account of the shooting last 
week outside a Home Depot 
store in Falls Church, Va. 
The witness described a 
dark Chevrolet or Chrysler 
speeding away after a wom- 
an shopper was shot in the 
head. 

FRANCIS X. CLINES 
with DAVID JOHNSTON 


Chechens Take Hostages at Moscow Theater 


MOSCOW — At least 40 
Chechen guerrillas wearing 
masks and camouflage and 
firing automatic rifles 
stormed into a crowded thea- 
ter in Moscow where a popu- 
lar musical was playing 
Wednesday night, took up to 
600 hostages, and threatened 
to blow up the building. 

The guerrillas had wired 
themselves and the three- 
story music hall with explo- 
sives and appeared to be 
preparing for an assault by 
the police, witnesses told 
Russian television. 

Shortly before dawn 
Thursday, Russia’s domestic 
intelligence agency, the Fed- 
eral Security Service, said 
the attackers had begun ne- 
gotiations and were demand- 
ing an end to the war in 
Chechnya as well as a large 


amount of money. But later, 
Moscow police officials de- 
nied that talks had been 
opened or that a ransom de- 
mand had been made. 

Television broadcasts said 
that President Vladimir Pu- 
tin, who canceled plans for 
talks with German Chancel- 
lor Gerhard Schroeder in 
Berlin, had ordered the 
country’s elite Alpha coun- 
terterrorist squad to the 
scene. 

Aclearly terrified hostage, 
speaking from inside the 
theater on a cell phone, 
warned the NTV television 
network that any attempt by 
the police or soldiers to en- 
ter the building would end 
only in carnage. 

“Lots of explosives,” she 
said, identifying herself as 
Tatyana Solnyshkina, “and 


we beg you not to shoot, not 
to storm the building. There 
are girls next to me with lots 
of explosives on them. Men 
with machine guns. This is 
why — don’t shoot at them.” 

Witnesses who escaped the 
music hall said the gunmen 
had beaten some members of 
the audience, and called 
themselves a Chechen sui- 
cide squad from a group 
identified only as the 29th 
Division. 

A Web site that supports 
the Chechen — separatists, 
www.kavkaz.org, posted a 
claim Wednesday night that 
the hostage takers, who were 
said to have 16 women among 
them, included widows of 
some 40 Chechen guerrillas 
killed in the war. They de- 
manded an end to the war. 

MICHAEL WINES 
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Israel Accuses an Army Officer of Spying 


JERUSALEM — The Israe- 
li authorities said Wednes- 
day that they had arrested a 
lieutenant colonel in the 
army on suspicion of spying 
for the Lebanese guerrilla 
group Hezbollah. 

The officer is being held 
along with nine other 
suspects, all of them mem- 
bers of the Bedouin minor- 
ity. : 

The men, none of whom 
were identified, are accused 
of passing information on 
army deployments and secu- 
rity measures along Israel’s 
northern border in ex- 
change for large quantities 
of drugs and money smug- 
gled across the frontier. 
They are to be formally 
charged with espionage on 
Thursday. 

The officer and the other 


men accused are thought to 
have acted out of purely ma- 
terial motives. 

Many members of the 
once-nomadic Bedouin mi- 
nority here serve in the mili- 
tary. They are Arabs and 
Muslims. Israeli Arabs are 
not required to serve in the 
armed forces. 

Israeli officials were quick 
to call the case an exception. 
Defense Minister Benjamin 
Ben-Eliezer said Wednesday 
night that although the sus- 
picions against the officer 
were serious, they did not re- 
flect on the Bedouin com- 
munity, which he said had 
contributed much to Israel’s 
security. 

The officer’s lawyer said 
that his client denied the 
charges and was confident 
that he would prove his inno- 


cence. 

Commentators said if the 
accusations were proven 
true, it would be one of the 
most serious cases of espio- 
nage discovered here, be- 
cause the prime suspect is a 
senior officer with access to 
critical information, and he 
stands accused of links to an 
enemy of Israel. 

“It’s as if a lieutenant colo- 
nel in the American Army 
had spied for al-Qaida,” said 
Yossi Melman, the author of 
a book on the history of 
counterespionage in Israel. 

Israeli television and ra- 
dio reports said the officer, 
who was arrested on Sept. 
12, was accused of ties with a 
Lebanese drug dealer 
known as Abu Said, who had 
connections to Hezbollah. 

JOEL GREENBERG 


Bahrain’s Women Take a Step Toward Equality 


MANAMA, Bahrain — 
When Bahrainis go to the 
polls on Thursday to elect a 
parliament for the first time 
in nearly 30 years, Amal al- 
Zayani’s name wili be on the 
ballot. She is among the 170 
candidates vying for the 
Legislature’s 40 elected 
seats. She is in her early 50s. 
She is a novice. She knows 
her chances are slim. But it 
hardly matters. 

This is the first time in 
Bahrain’s history — and that 
of any Persian Gulf country 
for that matter — that women 
can run for national. office 
and vote in a parliamentary 


race. “If I did not run,” Zay- 
ani said, “the ladies of the fu- 
ture generation would blame 
me. They would say, ‘They 
did not struggle. They did not 
Pave the way.” 

The election is the center- 
piece of reforms by the king, 
Shaikh Hamad bin Isa al- 
Khalifa. The reforms have 
not satisfied everyone. The 
largest of the country’s Shiite 
groups is sitting the race out, 
calling the new parliament a 
sham because it will have no 
power to legislate without 
the consent of the other 
house of parliament, to be 
appointed by the king. 


“This parliament is like a 
handicapped child that will 
remain stunted,” said Sheik 
Ali Salman. 

The inclusion of women 
and the question of how far 
democracy should reach are 
of concern not only to Bah- 
rain, but also its Persian Gulf 
neighbors, who are watching 
the election closely. It is also 
extremely important to the 
United States. Bahrain is 
home to a U.S. naval base 
and has been a vital ally, and 
never more so than now, as 
Washington considers a mili- 
tary strike against Iraq. 

SOMINI SENGUPTA 


U.S. Offers a New Proposal for a Middle East Peace 


JERUSALEM — A Bush 


administration envoy ar-. 


rived here Wednesday in a 
bid to persuade Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders to accept 
an evolving American “road 
map” for achieving peace 
and establishing a Palestin- 
ian state by 2005. 

The document, provided to 
The New York Times in draft 
form, is the most detailed ad- 
ministration plan to date to 
return the enemies to the 
bargaining table. 


Among other measures, it 
demands that, as part of the 
first phase of a three-phase 
process, that the Palestinian 
leadership create an “em- 
powered” prime minister, 
draft a constitution, and de- 
clare an immediate end to 
the armed intifada and “all 
acts of violence against Is- 
raelis anywhere.” 

It also demands conces- 
sions of Israelis during the 
first phase, including that 
they ease curfews and other 


restrictions on Palestinians, 
halt “attacks in civilian 
areas,” withdraw to positions 
held on Sept. 28, 2000, before 
the conflict began, and cease 
all settlement construction. 
The plan envisions the ere- 
ation of a Palestinian state 
with provisional borders as 
soon as the end of next year. 
The document has come 
under criticism from all 
sides, and diplomats here 
said it was already being 
amended. JAMES BENNET 


WORLD BRIEFS 


Group Called Terrorist 


JAKARTA, Indonesia — 
The United States Wednes- 
day formally declared a 
Southeast Asian radical Is- 
lamic group suspected of in- 
volvement in the Bali bomb- 
ing to be a foreign terrorist 
organization. 

Along with Australia, the 
United States called for Je- 
maah Islamiyah to be added 
to the U.N. list of formally 
declared terrorist organiza- 
tions. (NYT) 








French War on Crime 


PARIS — Squatters who 
occupy private land will 
face prison terms. “Passive 
soliciting” by prostitutes 
will become a crime. Beg- 
gars will be banned from us- 
ing pressure tactics and 
working in groups. 

These and other penalties 
were approved by the 
French Cabinet Wednesday 
as part of a sweeping anti- 
crime bill. (NYT) 


Conciliation Urged 


SEOUL, South Korea — 
President Kim Dae-jung 
Wednesday signaled that he 
would advocate a concilia- 
tory approach when he dis- 
cusses the North Korean nu- 
clear threat on Saturday in 
Mexico with President Bush 
and Prime Minister Junichi- 
ro Koizumi of Japan. Kim 
said dialogue with North Ko- 
rea was “‘the only way to re- 
solve this matter,” according 
to a spokesman. (NYT) 


Villagers Return Home 


JERUSALEM — Palestin- 
ian families who abandoned 
the West Bank village of 
Khirbat Yanun last week be- 
cause of persistent harass- 
ment by Jewish settlers have 
returned home, and the Is- 
raeli army said Wednesday 
that it would protect them. 

Residents began trickling 
back this week after Israeli 
peace advocates accompa- 
nied a group of local men to 
the village on Sunday night 
and stayed with them. (NYT) 
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Rumsfeld Has His Own Iraq Intelligence Unit NATION BRIEFS 


WASHINGTON — Defense 
Secretary Donald H. Rums- 
feld and his senior advisers 
have assigned a smail intelli- 
gence unit to search for in- 
formation on Iraq’s hostile 
intentions or links to terror- 
ists that the nation’s spy 
agencies may have over- 
looked, Pentagon officials 
said Wednesday. 

Some officials say the cre- 
ation of the team reflects 
frustration on the part of 
Rumsfeld, Deputy Defense 
Secretary Paul D. Wolfowitz 
and other senior officials 
that they are not receiving 
undiluted information on the 
capacities of President Sad- 
dam Hussein of Iraq. 

But other officials say that 
the top civilian policy mak- 
ers are intent on politicizing 
intelligence to fit their hawk- 


Gang Violence Sends L.A.’s 


LOS ANGELES — The af- 
ternoon that William J. Brat- 
ton was confirmed as police 
chief, a man was beaten to 
death in the South-Central 
section of this sprawling 
megalopolis. 

The killing was the 97th 
homicide this year in the 
South-Central neighbor- 
hood, a precinct of fewer 
than 12 square miles, popu- 
lation 185,000. It is, by any 
standard, the bloodiest 
neighborhood in the West, 
infested with gangs, narcot- 
ics and armed teenagers. 

Homicide in the city as a 
whole is up nearly 19 per- 


Richard Helms, 


WASHINGTON — Richard 
Helms, a former director of 
central intelligence who de- 
fiantly guarded some of the 
darkest secrets of the Cold 
War, died of multiple myelo- 
ma Wednesday. He was 89. 

An urbane and dashing 
spymaster, Helms began his 
career with a reputation as a 
truth teller and became a fa- 
vorite of lawmakers in the 
late 1960s and early ’70s. 

But he eventually ran afoul 
of congressional investiga- 


ish views on Iraq. 

In particular, many in the 
intelligence agencies dis- 
agree that Saddam can be di- 
rectly linked to al-Qaida, or 
that the two are likely to 
make common cause against 
the United States. In addi- 
tion, the view among even 
some senior intelligence an- 
alysts at the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency is that Saddam 
is unlikely to unleash weap- 
ons of mass destruction un- 
less he is attacked. 

But members of Rums- 
feld’s inner circle view Sad- 
dam’s record, which includes 
aggression against Kuwait 
and the use of poison gas 
against his own people, as 
much more alarming. They 
cite intelligence findings in- 
dicating links between Iraq 
and Qaida leaders. 


cent from last year. The rea- 
son, the authorities say, is 
the re-emergence of gang 
warfare. 

Violent crime is rising 
around the nation after a 
decade of striking de- 
creases, and Los Angeles is 
among the leaders. If things 
hold to form, this city will 
earn the title of the nation’s 
Murder Capital, succeeding 
Chicago. 

A beleaguered citizenry 
has turned to Bratton, who is 
considered in some corners 
to be the most innovative po- 
lice executive since J. Edgar 
Hoover and in others to be a 


tors who found that he had 
lied or withheld information 
about the U.S. role in assassi- 
nation attempts in Cuba, 
anti-government activities in 
Chile and the illegal surveil- 
lance of journalists in the 
United States. 

Helms pleaded no contest 
in 1977 to two misdemeanor 
counts of failing to testify 
fully four years earlier to the 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. His conviction, 
which resulted in a suspend- 


The team’s specialty is us- 
ing powerful computers to 
scan and sort documents and 
reports. The team’s current 
task is to glean individual de- 
tails that may collectively 
point to Iraq’s connections to 
terrorism, but which may 
have been obscured by for- 
mal assessments that play 
down the overall Iraqi 
threat. 

In an interview Wednesday 
night, Wolfowitz said the 
members of the special intel- 
ligence team “are helping us 
sift through enormous 
amounts of incredibly valu- 
able data that our many in- 
telligence resources have 
vacuumed up.” He empha- 
sized, “They are not making 
independent intelligence as- 
sessments.” ERIC SCHMITT 

and THOM SHANKER 


Marder Rate Soaring 


man of enormous ego who 
took too much credit for the 
precipitous drop in crime in 
New York City, where he was 
police commissioner for 27 
months. 

The circumstances he 
walks into here are the in- 
verse of what he walked into 
in New York in 1994. The 
crime rate is skyrocketing, 
not inching downward, as it 
was in New York. The econ- 
omy is busting, not booming. 
Federal, state and local tax 
money is drying up, and few- 
er officers, not more, are on 
the streets. 

CHARLIE LeDUFF 


Former CIA Chief, Is Dead at 89 


ed sentence, became a ral- 
lying point for critics of the 
Central Intelligence Agency, 
as well as for the agency’s de- 
fenders, who hailed Helms 
for refusing to compromise 
sensitive information. 

After he left the CIA in 
1973, Helms served until 1977 
as the U.S. ambassador to 
Iran. He later became an in- 
ternational consultant, spe- 
cializing in trade with the 
Middle East. 

CHRISTOPHER MARQUIS 








Parents’ Reactions 
To Sniper Threat 


WASHINGTON — As the 
sniper continues to force 
school recess inside and 
causes outdoor activities to 
be called off, parents are in- 
creasingly divided between 
those who say no chance is 
worth taking and those who 
say life must go on. 

Most parents seem to 
agree, however, that school, 
with the heavy police pro- 
tection outside, is the safest 
place to be. Attendance in 
several counties remained 
near normal Wednesday de- 
spite the sniper’s threat. 

(NYT) 


Dock Slowdown 


The association of West 
Coast port operators said 
Wednesday that it had com- 
plained to the Justice De- 
partment that the dock 
workers were engaging in a 
“concerted, systematic work 
slowdown.” 

The Pacific Maritime As- 
sociation asserted that pro- 
ductivity had fallen to 34 
percent below normal in 
Oakland, Calif; 29 percent 
below normal in Portland, 
Ore.; and 27 percent below 
in Seattle. (NYT) 


Plane Searched 


Acting on a tip from Rus- 
sia that a New York-bound 
jetliner might have radioac- 
tive material aboard, the au- 
thorities Wednesday met the 
plane from Moscow on the 
runway at Kennedy Inter- 
national Airport, but noth- 
ing harmful was found, offi- 
cials said. (NYT) 


Aspirin Benefits 


Giving patients aspirin in 
the first 48 hours after heart 
bypass surgery can greatly 
reduce their risk of death 
and serious complications 
involving the heart, brain, 
kidneys and digestive tract, 
doctors are reporting 


Wednesday. (NYT) 


Gimes Digest 








BUSINESS THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2002 4 
DJIA 8,494.27 A 44.11 DOLLAR/YEN 124.63 V 0.48 GOLD (NY) $312.10 V 0.80 NIKKEINS 8,714.52 A 25.13 
NASDAQ 1,320.23 A 27.43  10-Yr TREASURY 4.23% V 0.03 CRUDEOIL $28.18 A 0.11 FTSE 100 4,006.90 112.00 





U.S. Carmakers Losing Ground to Imports 


Despite Incentives, 


Market Share Falls 


DETROIT — The billions 
of dollars that General Mo- 
tors, Ford and Chrysler have 
spent over the last year on 
the most generous sales in- 
centives in automotive histo- 
ry have not bought them 
what they wanted: a bigger 
share of the market. 

The latest offers include 
zero percent loans, with no 
money down and no monthly 
payments until 2003, or else 
thousands of dollars in cash 
rebates. The deals are avail- 
able not only on leftover 
2002 models, but on the new- 
est cars and trucks. 

In all, Detroit carmakers 


AOL to Restate 


AOL Time Warner said 
Wednesday that it had 
turned up several new im- 
proper transactions at its 
AOL division, broadening 
the extent of its acknowl- 
edged accounting problems 
and restating its reported 
revenue down by $190 mil- 
lion over two years ending 
this summer. 

The company said the re- 
statement lowers its report- 
ed revenue by 1 percent 
over the two-year period. In- 
vestors initially reacted 
with relief at the limited 
size of the restatement and 


are spending an average of 
$3,764 per vehicle, or 14 per- 
cent of the selling price, on 
all manner of incentives, ac- 
cording to CNW Marketing 
Research, a firm in Bandon, 
Ore. That is twice as rich as 
the average deal on Japa- 
nese and Korean brands. 
And plenty of imports, in- 
cluding Lexuses and most 
BMWs, are selling well with- 
out any incentives at all. 
Indeed, analysts say that 
Detroit’s deals have proved 
all but powerless against the 
imports’ reputation for qual- 
ity, durability and high re- 
sale value. Overall, Detroit 
has lost another 1.7 percent- 
age points of market share 
this year, with sales by GM, 
Ford and Chrysler falling to 


61.2 percent of the market 
for cars and light trucks in 
the United States. 

The domestic carmakers 
are failing to attract com- 
mitted import buyers or 
keep their own customers 
from defecting. Only 12 per- 
cent of customers who have 
purchased Detroit’s vehicles 
this year were replacing a 
Japanese or European 
brand vehicle, according to 
data from AutoPacific Inc., 
an industry forecasting firm 
in Tustin, Calif. By contrast, 
43 percent of people pur- 
chasing Japanese vehicles, 
and 32 percent of those buy- 
ing European models, were 


replacing an  American- 
brand vehicle. 
MICHELINE MAYNARD 


Unit’s Revenue, Vexing Wall St. 


satisfaction at strong third- 
quarter results from AOL 
Time Warner’s other divi- 
sions, and in after-hours 
trading shares of AOL Time 
Warner rose 5 percent to 
$14.25 a share. 

But analysts said the dis- 
closure of several improper 
transactions raised new 
questions about the AOL di- 
vision’s management and fi- 
nancial controls at the time. 
The Securities & Exchange 
Commission and Depart- 
ment of Justice are also in- 
vestigating the AOL divi- 
Sion’s accounting, and the 


company’s restatement did 
little to dampen fears about 
the outcome of those in- 
quiries. 

“The cloud is just as dark 
as it was,” said Tom Wol- 
zien, an analyst at Sanford 
Berntein & Co. “It is not cat- 
astrophic, but the problem 
is there is no indication that 
itis over.” 

The company said the re- 
statement lowers the highly 
profitable portion of AOL’s 
revenue from advertising 
and online commerce reve- 
nue by 3.4 percent. 

DAVID D. KIRKPATRICK 


GM Is Criticized for Sponsoring Christian Music Tour 


Chevrolet has come under 
fire for sponsoring a concert 
and prayer tour aimed at 
evangelical Christians, with 
critics saying large consum- 
er marketers should not 
identify themselves so 
closely with one faith. 

But Chevrolet said 
Wednesday that it would 
stand by its decision. 

Chevrolet, a division of 
General Motors, is title spon- 
sor of the monthlong, 16-city 


Come Together and Worship 
Tour, which begins on Nov. 1 
in Atlanta. 

“They have the right to do 
it,” said Abraham H. Fox- 
man, the national director of 
the Anti-Defamation League 
in New York, but “I’m a little 
uncomfortable with a major 
commercial venture going 
into propagating religion.” 

Tom Wilkinson, a spokes- 
man for Chevrolet in Detroit, 
said that the company would 


continue its sponsorship of 
the tour. 

Chevrolet has sponsored 
gospel, country and jazz con- 
certs, Wilkinson said, “and 
we’re looking to do contem- 
porary Christian as an exten- 
sion of that.” He said he was 
unaware of Chevrolet’s re- 
ceiving any complaints from 
consumers about its partici- 
pation in the event because 
of its evangelical Christian 
nature. STUART ELLIOTT 
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JDS Uniph 301247 2.32 +004 
NextelC 275329 10.20 +0.11 
DeliCptr 224304 29.00 +051 
Amex Actives 
Vol. (100s) Last Chg. 
Nasdi00Tr 863338 2460 +0.46 
SPDR 536310 90.20 +0.68 
SemiHTr 126874 23.02 +1.63 
DJIA Diam 117509 85.23 +0.50 
Nabors 27836 37.48 +1.74 
SP Fnel 27587 2265 +0.01 
SP Mid 16672 78.61 +1.01 
BiotechT 18423 88.58 +034 
OilSVHT 15238 55.75 +1.86 
iShRs2000 13854 73.56 +1.15 


Foreign Exchange 


Fgn. currency Dollars in 


in dollars fgn.currency 

Wed. Tue. Wed. Tue. 
Australia .5532 .5525 1.8077 1.8100 
Bahrain 2.6525 2.6525 .3770 .3770 
Brazil -2583 .2520 3.8710 3.9685 
Britain 1.5477 1.5477 .6461 .6461 
Canada 6388 .6374 1.5654 1.5689 
Denmark .1316 .1315 7.6011 7.6050 
Dominican .0541 .0541 18.50 18.50 
Egypt .2153 .2153 4.6450 4.6450 
Europe .97660 .97870 1.0240 1.0218 
Hong Kong .1282 .1282 7.7991 7.7990 
Japan 00802 .00799 124.63 125.09 
Mexico .10063 10028 9.9365 9.9715 
Norway .1322 .1314 7.5640 7.6085 


5609 1.7811 1.7828 
42.30 42.59 
10.187 10.180 
1231.9 1243.0 
9.3469 9.3473 


1.5027 1.4998 


Singapore .5615 
SlovakRep .0236 .0235 
So. Africa .0982 .0982 
So. Korea .00081 .00080 
Sweden .1070 .1070 
Switzerind .6655 .6668 


Daimler Profits Double 


DETROIT — Daimler 
Chrysler AG said Wednes- 
day that net income more 
than doubled, to $881 mil- 
lion, during the third quar- 
ter because of aggressive 
cost-cutting. But it issued a 
pessimistic forecast for 
next year. (NYT) 
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Companies Stay in the Muslim World, Warily BUSINESS BRIEF: 


Despite the apparently 
globe-girdling reach of Is- 
lamic terror groups, some of 
the biggest Western multina- 
tional corporations are 
hoiding fast to their invest- 
ments in most Muslim coun- 
tries. 

Though foreign  invest- 
ment is falling in countries 
where terrorists have 
struck, other predominantly 
Muslim countries with good 
records-of controlling vio- 
lence have experienced lit- 
tle or no diminution. 

Even before the devastat- 
ing attack in Bali, invest- 
ment in Indonesia was de- 
clining as the country’s 
problems with terror groups 
received more attention. 

Yet nearby Malaysia, 
whose population is 60 per- 


cent Muslim, is light-years 
distant from  Indonesia’s 
troubles in the eyes of multi- 
national companies and for- 
eign portfolio managers. 

“Being a Muslim country 
has not been a deterrent” to 
investment, said Rafidah 
Aziz, the minister of inter- 
national trade and industry 
in Malaysia. “We have be- 
come the kind of Muslim 
country that people do not 
fear.” 

Foreign investment in Ma- 
laysia has risen as the coun- 
try has come to be seen as a 
more affordable alternative 
to Singapore, Aziz said. 

Central Asia has also been 
called a potential hotbed of 
terrorist activity. But terror- 
ism and the fear of it have 
not affected all the region’s 


largely Muslim countries, 

More than one-third of Ka- 
zakhstan’s foreign invest- 
ment has come from the 
United States, and that 
trend shows no signs of slow- 
ing. 

Among most big multina- 
tionals, the mantra is to stay 
the course, with a bit of 
extra care. “We have cer- 
tainly changed security pro- 
cedures, but not slowed 
down any investments,” Da- 
vid J. O’Reilly, chairman 
and chief executive of Chev- 
ronTexaco, said in an inter- 
view last week. “You can’t 
be deterred from your ambi- 
tion by one set of events.” 
ChevronTexaco has _ big 
stakes in oil fields in West 
Africa and Indonesia. 

DANIEL ALTMAN 


Citigroup Worries That Inquiry Could Widen 


Executives at Citigroup 
are racing to resolve the 
multiple investigations into 


lessly optimistic research 
reports on WorldCom, Glob- 
al Crossing and other failed 


research practices at telecommunications 
its Salomon Smith NrEws companies were 
Barney unit. But, they ANALYSIS. based on his beliefs 


must also contend 
with the possibility that Jack 
B. Grubman, the former star 
telecommunications analyst 
who is the focus of regula- 
tory and prosecutorial scru- 
tiny, may try to implicate 
some of his superiors to shift 
blame for any wrongdoing 
that may be uncovered. 
Trying to implicate others 
at Citigroup would be risky 
for Grubman, securities law- 
yers say, because he has 
maintained that his relent- 


Greenspan Hails 


WASHINGTON — Alan 
Greenspan, the Federal Re- 
serve chairman, hailed the 
continued strong growth in 
business efficiency Wednes- 
day but gave no hint as to 
whether the central bank 
might consider cutting in- 
terest rates when it meets in 
two weeks. 

Greenspan spoke shortly 
before the Fed said in its 
“beige book” report on re- 


that their operations 
would prosper. 

Arguing that executives at 
Salomon pressured him to 
keep strong ratings on stocks 
that he had misgivings about 
could help regulators prove 
that Grubman misled invest- 
ors by hiding his true views. 
Such a misrepresentation by 
an analyst is a violation of 
securities laws. 

Investor concern that Citi- 
group executives beyond 
Grubman played a role in 


gional economic conditions 
that the economy in most 
parts of the country was slug- 
gish, with retail sales weak 
and manufacturing activity 
slowing. 

Economists said the lack of 
a signal from Greenspan 
about the Fed’s intentions 
and the muddled outlook for 
the economy left open the 
question of whether the cen- 
tral bank would cut rates for 


his rosy research reports 
roiled the market in Citi- 
group stock Wednesday. In 
the morning, the shares fell 
as much as 6 percent on 
news that Sanford I. Weill, 
Citigroup’s chairman, would 
soon be questioned by Elliot 
Spitzer, the New York state 
attorney general who is lead- 
ing the investigation into 
conflicts of interest in Salo- 
mon’s research department. 

The company’s shares re- 
covered by the end of the 
day, closing virtually un- 
changed at $35.49, after Spit- 
zer’s spokesman said Weill 
was not a focus of the investi- 
gation. 

GRETCHEN MORGENSON 


Output Gains in Sluggish Economy 


the first time in 11 months 
when it meets on Nov. 6. 

Greenspan had nothing to 
say about current economic 
conditions. In a speech to a 
conference sponsored by the 
Labor Department and the 
American Enterprise Insti- 
tute, a conservative research 
group, the Fed chairman fo- 
cused on the growth of pro- 
ductivity. 

RICHARD W. STEVENSON 








Maker of Provigil 
Seeks Wider Approva: 


Cephalon announced 
Wednesday that its drug 
Provigil had reduced sleep- 
iness in night-shift workers 
in a clinical trial. The bio- 
technology company said 
that based on the results, it 
planned by the end of the 
year to ask the Food and 
Drug Administration to 
vastly expand the approved 
uses of the drug. 

Provigil is now approved 
only for treating excessive 
sleepiness associated with 
narcolepsy. (NYT) 


Trader to Plead Guilt; 


John M. Rusnak, the Balt!- 
more currency trader who 
hid losses of $691 million a: 
Allfirst Financial for five 
years, will plead guilty 
Thursday to bank fraud 
charges. Rusnak was indici 
ed in June on seven counts 
involving bank fraud and 
making false financial en- 
tries. (NYT)? 


Tyco Settles Charges 


CONCORD, N.H. — Tyco 
International said Wednes- 
day that it had agreed to pay 
the state of New Hampshire 
$5 million to settle accusa- 
tions that shareholders and 
the public were hurt by pos- 
sible misconduct by some 
former executives. (AP) 


United Files New Plan 


United Airlines filed a re- 
vised business plan Wednes- 
day with the federal govern- 
ment to bolster its chances 
of receiving a $1.8 billion 
loan guarantee, which would 
help it avoid a bankruptcy 
filing. The company said 
that it would shut down serv- 
ice at four overseas airports 
and switch to smaller jets on 
some international routes. 

Reductions in labor costs 
would save the company $5.8 
billion over five and a half 
years, up from the original 
$950 million proposed in 
June. (NYT) 
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Popping Up for Fall: New Versions of AOL and MSN 


You can count on certain 
harbingers of autumn: The 
leaves change, the air be- 
comes cool and crisp, and 
new versions of America On- 
line and MSN appear. 

Starting Thursday, Micro- 
soft will be plastering every 
available surface in a $300 
million advertising cam- 
paign for MSN 8, its Internet 
service. AOL will spend 
about $100 million to hawk 
its own Version 8.0. 

As it turns out, both com- 
panies’ Version 8 celebra- 
tions are wildly out of pro- 
portion to the mild changes 
in their services. 

A few changes, though, are 
substantial steps forward. 
For example, in AOL 8.0 for 





Windows new messages add 
themselves to your open e- 
mail in-box list as they ar- 
rive, a simple change that 
makes a big difference. (You 
used to have to click on the 
You’ve Got Mail icon to up- 
date the In box.) 

The e-mail module makes 
an effort to help you avoid 
junk mail by placing each 
message into one of three 
groups: People I Know, Bulk 
Senders or Unknown Send- 
ers. 

AOL Alerts are notes (de- 
livered to your screen, e- 
mail box or cell phone) that 
notify you when news 
breaks, a stock’s price 
changes, mail has arrived 
from a certain person or one 


CROSSWORD Edited By Will Shortz 





ACROSS 
1 Tungsten, e.g. Story” 


6 Hickory-smoked 30 Unit smaller 
than a foot 


29 O'Neal of “Love ¢s Expectant times 


66 Necromancer’s 
home, in the 


of your own appointments 
comes due. 

Such minor touch-ups 
won’t guarantee the loyalty 
of its 35 million members. 
(MSN has 9 million.) Some- 
thing else might: good taste. 

It apparently dawned on 
somebody at AOL that what 
was good about its service 
was becoming ruined by a 
torrent of commercialism 
and pop-up ads. 

Not anymore. AOL has an- 
nounced that beginning im- 
mediately, it will no longer 
accept pop-ups from adver- 
tisers nor display its own 
pop-ups to advertise mer- 
chandise. Some existing ad- 
vertiser contracts won’t run 


their course until December, 
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crosswords from the last 50 years: 1-888-7-ACROSS 


Online subscriptions: Today's puzzle and more than 2,000 
past puzzles, nytimes.com/diversions ($19.95 a year). 


Crosswords for young solvers: The Learning Network, 
nytimes.com/learning/xwords. 


but already, AOL looks 
calmer, clearer and infi- 
nitely more customer-ori- 
ented. 

MSN 8 is a different story: 
It can feel like a 24-hour ad 
channel, blinking and sell- 
ing with all its might. 

The MSN 8 software is a 
descendant of the program 
formerly known as MSN Ex- 
plorer. But it lacks some of 
the nice features of the old 
MSN Explorer: You can no 
longer make free Internet 
phone calls, and there is no 
one-click access to Internet 
radio. 

Even so, MSN 8 offers 
some stellar features. The 
new parental controls actu- 
ally trump those that made 
AOL such a hit with fam- 
ilies. The parent can shield 
a child’s account from cer- 
tain sites, searches, down- 
loads and even people. 

You even get a weekly “re- 
port card” that shows what 
your children have been do- 
ing online, right down to the 
sites they tried to visit and 
the people they contacted. 
What fun: The next genera- 
tion gets to learn about the 
loss of privacy in the In- 
ternetage. DAVID POGUE 
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All Eyes on Bonds, and Bonds’ Eye on Ring SPQRTS BRIEF: 


SAN FRANCISCO — This 
is Barry Bonds’ World Series. 
He commands attention as 
perhaps no other player has 
ever done in a World 


Mickey Mantle or Reggie 
Jackson, those flamboyant 
Yankees who stomped all 


over their personal World 
Series, commanded 


Series. SPorTS the close attention, 

Nobody goes out for OF the obsessive strat- 
asoda when Bondsis THE TIMES ogy that Bonds does. 
due up. Players on George They swung away 
both sides edge to the Vecsey when they felt like it. 
top step of the dugout, Bonds’ takes his 


with professional curiosity, 
to see what will transpire. 

Bonds has come a long way 
to be the most charismatic 
figure of this World Series. 
He once had the reputation 
and the statistics of a batter 
who failed in the postseason. 
Now, at the age of 38, he has 
earned the respect of every- 
body. 

Not even Babe Ruth or 


short, compact swing only 
when the opposing team puts 
the ball precisely where he 
wants it. 

Always terse, always in- 
tense, Bonds seems to have 
been playing this Series ina 
stoic fury. He hit one mam- 
moth homer in each of the 
first three games, only the 
second time that has been 
done in a Worid Series, but 


he derived no visible joy. 

“T just want to win,” he said 
Tuesday night after his San 
Francisco Giants lost a sec- 
ond straight game to the Ana- 
heim Angels. “I just want a 
World Series ring.” He has 
come this far, from perceived 
choker to grim perfectionist, 
and he does not want the 
championship to get away. 

Late in his baseball life, 
Bonds has become obstinate 
in his mission to swing only 
at good pitches. Rival man- 
agers recognize this, and or- 
der their pitchers to pitch 
around his power. That 
means that in an entire 
game, the fans must be on the 
lookout for that one pitch, 
that one at-bat, when Bonds 
may get something to hit. 


Angels Reliever Is Imperfect as Giants Tie Series 


SAN FRANCISCO — 
Francisco Rodriguez, the 
Anaheim Angels’ unshak- 
able, unbeatable wunder- 
kind, showed himself to be 
mortal Wednesday night. 
The Giants finally solved 
him, and they pulled even in 
the World Series with a 4-3 
victory in Game 4. Both 
teams have won two games, 
meaning the series will ex- 
tend at least through six 
games. Game 5 is here on 
Thursday, then the teams 
will return to Anaheim for 





game six on Saturday. five postseason victories. Troy Glaus’ homer off necessary 
David Bell, whohad made The Giants proved they Rueterinthethirdinning. — §ynGeV.Oct.27 a sneim, 8:02 pm.,i 
an error and had been could win a World Series TYLER KEPNER necessary 
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thrown out at second trying 
to extend a single in the 
sixth inning, rapped what 
proved to be the game-win- 
ning hit in the eighth, scor- 
ing J.T. Snow from second. 
Rodriguez had retired all 
12 hitters he had faced this 
World Series until Snow’s 
leadoff single. A passed ball 
by Bengie Molina moved 
Snow into scoring position. 
Rodriguez, a right-hander 
who made his major-league 
debut in late September, 
lost for the first time after 


game without a big hit from 
Barry Bonds. The Angels in- 
tentionally walked Bonds 
three times, the most everin 
a Series game, and Rodri- 
guez retired him on a 
grounder to first in a 1-2-3 
seventh inning. 

Four Giants pitchers suc- 
ceeded in thwarting the 
mighty Angels offense. Ana- 
heim had scored 21 runs in 
the last two games, but Kirk 
Rueter, Felix Rodriguiez, 
Tim Worrell and Robb Nen 
held them scoreless after 








War Embiem Picked 
As 3-1 Favorite 


ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, 
Ill. — He is the Kentucky 
Derby, Preakness and Has- 
kell champion returning to 
his home track for the fins: 
race of his career, which 
apparently was enough for 
the oddsmaker Mike Batta- 
glia to make War Emblem 2 
surprising 3-1 favorite 
Wednesday in the $4 mil- 
lion Breeders’ Cup Classic, 
the marquee competition 
among Saturday’s eight 
championship races. (NYT) 


Victory by Capitals 
NEW YORK — Jaromir 
Jagr had a goal and an as- 
sist in the second period, 
and Washington Capitals 
goalie Olaf Kolzig shook off 
a shot to his maskina 2-1 
victory over the New York 
Rangers on Wednesday 


night. (AP, 


tee 


WORLD SERIES a 


Saturday, Oct. 19 

San Francisco 4, Anaheim 3 

Sunday, Oct. 20 

Anaheim 11, San Francisco 10 
Tuesday, Oct. 22 

Anaheim 10, San Francisco 4, Anaheim 
leads series 2-1 

Wednesday, Oct. 23 

San Francisco 4, Anaheim 3, series 
tied 2-2 

Thursday, Oct. 24 

Anaheim (Washburn 18-6) at Ser 
Francisco (Schmidt 13-8), 8:22 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 26 

San Francisco at Anaheim, 7:58 p.m., 
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The Vatican Objects 


Shortly after the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops approved a zero-tol- 
erance policy on sexually abusive 
priests in Dallas last June, someone 
asked Bishop Wilton Gregory, the con- 
ference president, whether he expect- 
ed Vatican approval. Said the bishop: 
“IT would never go to the Holy See as- 
suming I have a slam-dunk.” 

His caution was not misplaced. Last 
week, in a one-page letter to the Amer- 
ican bishops, the Vatican insisted on 
major revisions. This means tough ne- 
gotiations in the weeks ahead between 
the bishops and Rome. The policy can 
use some fine-tuning. It was written in 
haste and under great public pressure. 
There seems to be considerable agree- 
ment, for example, that the definition 
of what constitutes sexual abuse may 
be too broad. But there are two matters 
on which the American bishops must 
hold their ground if they hope to 
achieve their basic objective of cleans- 
ing the church of abusive priests and 
thus repairing the shattered con- 
fidence of their parishioners. 

One involves the policy’s core pro- 
vision, which required the bishops to 
remove from ministerial duties all 


ye 
O 


priests credibly accused of sexual 
abuse, no matter how long ago the inci- 
dent or incidents occurred. The Amer- 
ican bishops were convinced by ex- 
perts that those who commit sexual 
crimes are likely to commit them again. 

The involvement of the laity is an- 
other big point of contention. The Dal- 
las agreement called for review boards 
made up of lay people, including psy- 
chologists and other professionals, to 
help the bishops weigh the credibility 
of charges against the priests. The Vati- 
can is worried that this review struc- 
ture requires the bishops to cede too 
much influence and discretion to the 
laity, in turn threatening the Vatican’s 
own authority. 

Here too the bishops must stand firm. 
The purpose of the Dallas agreement 
was to give them the authority and re- 
sponsibility for cleaning up a mess they 
helped create by years of neglect. To 
that end they agreed to sweep the min- 
istry clean of any priest who had ever 
abused a child, and to ask the help of 
the laity to make sure the task was car- 
ried out expeditiously and fairly. These 
were courageous moves, well worth de- 
fending in Rome. 


A Bigger and Better Europe 


Ireland owes much of its prosperity 
to its three decades of membership in 
the European Union. So it was both 
poignant and fitting for Irish voters 
last weekend to offer the same oppor- 
tunity of EU membership to Poles, 
Hungarians, Czechs and the people of 
seven other nations — all aspiring, ina 
sense, to become the next Ireland. 

After unexpectedly rejecting it last 
year in a referendum that was hi- 
jacked by other issues, Irish voters 
this time around overwhelmingly sup- 
ported the Treaty of Nice, the agree- 
ment that lays the groundwork for a 
huge expansion of the EU from 15 to 25 
countries. The union’s enlargement 
must be approved by all members, but 
only Ireland put the treaty to a popu- 
lar vote. In other words, one of the 
most important votes in Latvian or 
Czech history has taken place in Ire- 
land. 

The list of 10 nations that the EU has 
cleared for possible admittance, 
which would come in 2004, stretches 
from the Baltics to Malta, but it does 
not include all hopefuls. Romania and 
Bulgaria are in talks with Brussels to 


join later in the decade. As for Turkey, 
a key ally of the West, the EU has un- 
fortunately refused even to set a time- 
line for its bid. This will do little to 
quiet Islamic militants there. 

Even for the 10 nations at the front of 
the line, a smooth admission is hardly 
assured. Raising the standards of liv- 
ing of 75 million relatively poor cit- 
izens to the European mean over time, 
as was done so spectacularly in the 
cases of Ireland and Spain, is an ex- 
pensive proposition. 

Faced with a year-end deadline to 
sort out details so that the 2004 en- 
largement can proceed on schedule, 
European leaders convene Thursday 
in Brussels. 

European leaders must find a way to 
reconcile their diverging interests and 
allow the enlargement to proceed 
promptly. Despite all the squabbling 
over money and the more opaque is- 
sues that arise at EU meetings, the un- 
derlying historic mission embarked 
upon is a noble. one. It is no less than 
the reversal of the Continent’s tragic 
partition forged by Hitler’s armies and 
solidified by Stalin’s Iron Curtain. 


Lite Under Siege 


“You can ask me all these ques- 
tions, Bob, but I do not want to be in 
your story.” 

I nudged her a little. Eventually my 
friend, who is 47, married, the moth- 
er of two children and a resident of 
the primary target zone of the sub- 
urban sniper who has killed 10 peo- 
ple and wounded three others, 
agreed to continue talking as long as 
I promised not to identify her or her 
family. 

As she talked you got a sense of 
how weird the most ordinary of lives 
can become in a region contaminated 
by terror. Last Saturday she and her 
husband were in a restaurant when a 
waiter told them there had been an- 
other shooting, this time near Rich- 
mond, Va. 

My friend said she told her hus- 
band they should get in the ear right 
then and run errands, go to the gro- 
cery store and then go get gas, “‘be- 
cause, you know, if he’s shot some- 
body 90 miles away in Richmond, 
there’s this window of opportunity 
where you can do all these things.” 

They didn’t run the errands. But 
there was nothing irrational about 
the impulse. The daily routine in an 
open, American-style democracy is 
as fragile as tissue paper, vulnerable 
always to the tyranny of violence, 
whether from within or without. Peo- 
ple getting groceries or gasoline in 
the suburbs of Washington now carry 
with them the kinds of fears and 
some of the defensive strategies we 
ordinarily associate with combat. 

“T feel stupid,” my friend said. “I 
know that we’re paranoid. I know we 
are hysterical. I know that, in fact, my 
risks are much higher from a lot of 
other things. But somehow this guy is 
just getting to us." 

A light on my friend’s dashboard 
showed that she was low on gas 
Wednesday morning, and she could 
no longer put off the ritual of filling 
up. She drove to a station across the 
border from Montgomery County, in 
the District of Columbia. There has 
been only one shooting in the district 
itself. 

My friend nervously worked the 
pump, inserted the nozzle, and then 
waited inside the car as the tank 
filled. ““That’s what everybody does,” 
she said. And then she added, “Don’t 
you dare write about this if anything 
happens to me.” And then she added, 
“At least say that I was a nice person.” 
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Hostage Killed 
in chechen siege 
at russian hall 


MOSCOW — _ Chechen 
rebels threatening to blow 
up a Moscow theater holding 
as many as 700 hostages, in- 
cluding three Americans, 
turned over the body of a 
young woman Thursday as a 
grim signal of their resolve 
in a deepening standoff with 
the Russian authorities. 

President Vladimir Putin 
vowed not to yield to what he 
called a “monstrous” assault. 

The guerrillas fired what 
some news reports described 
as rocket-propelled gre 
nades at two women who 
managed to escape Thursday 
afternoon, causing  thun- 
dering explosions in the 
streets outside the miusic 
hall, which has been sur- 
rounded by scores of Rus- 


sian soldiers and police offi- - 


cers. One of the women was 
wounded in the leg. 

The Chechens, who say 
they are demanding an end 
to Russia’s war in separatist 
Chechnya, released 11 hos- 
tages Thursday, including a 
British citizen who was said 
to be seriously ill, bringing 
the total freed to 39. 

Although the guerrillas 
have had no formal negotia- 
tions with the government, 
they insisted in talks with in- 
termediaries that they would 
free no other captives. 

They also disclosed that 75 
foreigners remained among 
those being held. 

The guerrillas said they 
numbered 25 men and 25 
women. In a videotape de- 
livered to Al Jazeera, a man 
wearing a black wool cap 
said the rebels were on a 
“martyrdom operation with 
orders from the military 
commander of the Republic 
of Chechnya.” 

MICHAEL WINES 


2 Arrested in Capital Sniper Killings 


ROCKVILLE, Md. — A har- 
rowing three-week ordeal 
came to an end Thursday as 
police officers arrested two 
suspects in the sniper shoot- 
ings that left 10 people dead, 
three wounded and the cap- 
ital region terrified. 

The two suspects were not 
immediately charged with 
homicide as detectives inter- 
rogated them into the night. 
But investigators confirmed 
that the car in which they 
were arrested early Thurs- 
day morning contained the 
weapon used in the killings, 
a .223-caliber telescopic as- 
sault rifle. 

The authorities said that 
ballistics tests had matched 
the rifle to the weapon used 
in the attacks. 

“We have the weapon; it is 
off the street,” said the head 
of the investigation, Chief 
Charles A. Moose of the 
Montgomery County police, 
his face a mask of exhaustion 
and relief. 


Angry Telephone Call Provided 


WASHINGTON — The first 
real break — the one that 
sent investigators scurrying 
from an Alabama liquor 
store to a back yard in Taco- 
ma, Wash., and finally back 
to a car at a Maryland rest 
stop — came on Oct. 17 ina 
telephone call from a man 
claiming to be the sniper. 

Officials say the man fu- 
riously insisted to a startled 
employee of the Montgomery 
County, Md., police, “I am 
God!” Then, the officials 
said, the man shouted: “Don’t 
you know who you're dealing 
with? Just check out the mur- 
der-robbery in Montgomery 
if you don’t believe me!” 

The next night, last Friday, 
the man made at least two 
phone calls to priests — one 
in Ashland, Va., and the oth- 
er in Bellingham, Wash. — in 
an effort to enlist a mes- 


The men arrested were 
John Allen Muhammad, a 41- 
year-old Army veteran with 
an expert's rating in marks- 
manship, and John Lee Mal- 
vo, 17, a Jamaican citizen. 

Muhammad was arraigned 
Thursday evening in Balti- 
more on a_ preliminary 
charge of violating federal 
weapons laws. Malvo was 
held as a material witness 
and as a juvenile. 

Further charges will be 
discussed on Friday by fed- 
eral, state and local prosecu- 
tors from the seven jurisdic- 
tions scattered across the re- 
gion where the sniper killed 
men and women at random 
as they pursued the routine 
tasks of daily life. It was not 
immediately made clear 
whether Muhammad would 
be charged with all the 
shootings or whether the two 
suspects might have taken 
turns in the attacks. 

The sniper had evaded a 
large-scale manhunt. The 


senger, the officials say. They 
say the caller told the priest 
in Ashland that investigators 
should check the murder in 
Montgomery, this time speci- 
fying that he meant Mont- 
gomery, Ala.. 

Officials contacted the po- 
lice in Montgomery, Ala., and 
learned that there had been 
a killing and robbery at a liq- 
uor store four weeks earlier. 
Investigators traced a finger- 
print found on a gun maga- 
zine at the store to a Ja- 
maican-born teenager, John 
Lee Malvo. Investigators 
found that the teenager had 
been known to hang out with 
a former soldier named John 
Allen Muhammad, also 
known as John Williams, offi- 
cials said. 

By Tuesday, officials had 
traced Muhammad to a blue 
1990 Chevrolet Caprice reg- 


last of his victims, a bus driv- 
er, died Tuesday in Mont- 
gomery County, where five 
other people were also shot. 
Leaders of the task force 
led the investigation 
Thursday _ night 


through a smattering of ap- 


plause outside Montgomery 


‘police headquarters to an- 


nounce success. After fitful 
days of trying to send cryptic 
messages to the _ sniper, 
Moose could finally address 
his own community and emo- 
tionally declare, “We have 
not given in to the terror.” 
The two suspects were 
found sleeping in their car at 
a highway rest stop. 
Detectives said m@difica- 
tions to the car's back seat 
and trunk area suggested it 
might have been used as a 
sniper's perch, with the gun- 
man hidden flat in the car 
and firing through a hole 
bored jn the trunk lid. 
FRANCIS X. CLINES with 
CHRISTOPHER DREW 


a Crucial Clue 


istered in his name in New 
Jersey, and by Wednesday, 
federal officials had ob- 
tained a search warrant for a 
house where he had lived in 
Tacoma. 

As midnight’ approached 
on Wednesday, the Montgom- 
ery County police chief, 
Charles A. Moose,  an- 
nounced that the police were 
very interested in speaking 
with Muhammad. His photo- 
graph and license plate num- 
ber was televised around the 
country. A driver at a rest 
stop off Interstate 70 near 
Frederick, Md., spotted the 
Caprice. 

The police found the two 
men in the car asleep. The ri- 
fle that the policé believe 
was used in the snipings lay 
in the back seat behind 
them. ERIC LICHTBLAU 

and DON VAN NATTA Jr. 
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Deal on Farmers Opens Way to Wider Europe 


BRUSSELS, Belgium — A 
rift between France and Ger- 
many over aid to farmers was 
resolved Thursday, allowing 
the leaders of the European 
Union to begin talks on inte- 
grating 10 new countries into 
their club by 2004. 

The project of enlarging 
their world eastward — the 
“big bang,” as it is called 
here — will create an eco- 
nomic and political entity 
with the third largest popula- 
tion in the world after China 
and India. 

The entry of the 10, most of 
them formerly Communist 
countries, will strain west- 
ern European governments. 
Many member countries are 
reluctant to finance the vast 
infrastructure projects that 
are needed in central and 
eastern Europe. Most con 


tentious was the farm sup- 
port program, which con- 
sumes almost half the Euro- 
pean Union's budget. 

But the difficult issue was 
finessed rather easily after 
President Jacques Chirac of 
France and Chancellor Ger- 
hard Schroeder of Germany 
unexpectedly reached an 
agreement On payments to 
farmers, clearing the way for 
final negotiations on the Eu- 
ropean Union's move to the 
east. 

Essentially, France, which 
receives more aid for its 
farmers than any other mem- 
ber, agreed that beginning in 
2007, the European Union 
will pay French farmers pro- 
gressively less in direct aid. 
The money that would have 
gone to French farmers will 
instead finance a phasing-in 


of payments to farmers in the 
new member states. 

France and Germany 
agreed to give new members 
25 percent of the farm aid 
that the other 15 receive, be- 
ginning in 2004 and increas- 
ing by increments of 5 per- 
centage points every year. 
Overall farm spending would 
be capped at 2007 levels, ad- 
justed for inflation. In ex- 
plaining the French conces- 
sion, France's foreign min- 
ister, Dominique de Villepin, 
stressed that the decision 
had been made to show the 
“solidarity” and “responsi- 
bility” of Europe. 

As he left the meeting with 
Schroeder, Chirac stressed 
to reporters that budget con- 
trols should not be restricted 
to agriculture. 

ELAINE SCIOLINO 


Generational Shift Begins for China’s Leaders 


BEIJING — Two of the 
Communist Party's most se- 
cretive and powerful offi- 
cials have given up their 
posts, the government news 
media announced Thursday, 
one to retire and the other, 
apparently, as a prelude toa 
job at the pinnacle. 

The two are Ding Guangen, 
73, director of propaganda, 
and Zeng Qinghong, 63, head 
of the party’s organization 
department. 

Ding has been the remote 
and widely resented chief 
censor of China’s media 
since 1989, enforcing a hard 
line on behalf of Jiang Ze- 
min and the rest of the party 


Israeli Bedouin Colonel Is Ch 


TEL AVIV, Israel — An Is- 
raeli military court indicted 


a lieutenant colonel Thurs- _ 


day on charges of spying for 
the Lebanese guerrilla 
group Hezbollah, a case that 
has transfixed Israelis and 
seems likely to heighten ten- 
sion between Israel's Jewish 
and Arab populations. 

The officer, who lost an eye 
six years ago fighting Hezbol- 
lah in Lebanon, is a member 


leadership, who are com- 
mitted to stability as a first 
principle. 

The retirement of Ding — a 
bridge partner and favored 
aide of Deng Xiaoping, Chi- 
na’s paramount leader from 
the late 1970s until his death 
in 1997 — was long rumored. 
It typifies the generational 
shift that will occur at the 
16th Communist Party Con- 
gress next month, when Ji- 
ang, 76, and other aging lead- 
ers are expected to step 
down. 

More intriguing to many is 
the status of Zeng, who has 
been Jiang’s chief strategist 
and is now widely expected 


of Israel's Bedouin minority, 
who are Muslim and Arab. 
Four other men were indict- 
ed in a civilian court as part 
of what prosecutors called a 
10-member Bedouin gang 
that traded information for 
money, hashish and heroin. 
Israeli officials said the mo- 
tive was greed, not politics. 
Through his lawyer and his 
family, the officer, Omar al- 
Kheib, denied all the 


to vault onto the party Polit- 
buro’s all-powerful seven- 
man Standing Committee, 
which in practice rules Chi- 
na. 

In confidential interviews, 
several current and former 
party officials, all steeped in 
the stratagems of inner-party 
struggle, agreed that Thurs- 
day’s announcement pointed 
toward Zeng’s ascension 
rather than his downfall. 

Some said, in fact, that he 
appeared likely to emerge 
from the party congress as 
the No. 2 leader after Hu Jin- 
tao, the undisputed heir ap- 
parent for the top job. 

ERIK ECKHOLM 


arged With Spying 


charges. His brother, Musta- 
fa al-Kheib, said he was con- 
fident of acquittal. “We be- 
lieve in justice and the Israe- 

li judicial system,” he said. 
Mustafa al-Kheib said his 
brother had compared his 
trial to that of Alfred Drey- 
fus, a Jewish French Army 
officer wrongly convicted of 
treason in 1894 as a result of 

an anti-Semitic conspiracy. 
JAMES BENNET 


WORLD BRIEFS 


Mexican Compromise 
To Protect Porpoise 


Mexican officials have re- 
solved a dispute with shrimp 
fishermen from the upper 
Gulf of California. Last 
weekend, hundreds of fish- 
ermen protesting a new law 
that bans fishing in the up- 
per gulf's marine reserve 
blocked the highway to Ari- 
zona, stranding hundreds of 
tourists. The compromise 
will allow 130 boats to fish in 
the zone if they use special 
nets to prevent killing the 
vaquita, the world’s smallest 
porpoise. (NYT) 








Top Official Replaced 
in Northern Ireland 


The secretary for Wales, 
Paul Murphy, has beén 
named Northern Ireland 
secretary to replace John 
Reid, who became chairman 
of Britain's Labor Party ina 
Cabinet shuffle. Murphy, a 
top official in the Norther 
Ireland office when the 
peace agreement was negoti- 
ated, takes over as the prov- 
ince has once again been 
put under direct rule from 
London. (NYT) 


Kenya Corruption Plan 


Uhuru Kenyatta, President 
Daniel arap Moi’s chosen 
candidate in Kenya's presi- 
dential election in De- 
cember, said he would fight 
corruption by reforming 
state structures rather than 
by punishing people for past 
crimes. The International 
Monetary Fund suspended 
lending in 2000 over corrup- 
tion concerns. (Reuters) 


Ciergy Abuse Inquiry 


DUBLIN, ireland — In re- 
sponse to mounting public 
anger over new revelations 
of child sexual abuse by Ro- 
man Catholic priests in Dub- 
lin, the police on Thursday 
Set up a team of detectives 
that will investigate every 


- case of such abuse ever re- 


ported in the country. (NYT) 
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Suspects in Shootings Spent Year Traveling \A1T|01 3BRIEES 


WASHINGTON — John Al- 
len Muhammad, who is being 
held in connection with the 
sniper attacks, was known to 
friends for his crushing 
handshake, his deft touch in 
repairing fast cars — and his 
temper. 

He met his companion, 
John Lee Malvo, 17, an illegal 
immigrant from Jamaica, 
when he dated the teenager's 
mother. The teenager called 
Muhammad his father and 
followed a diet of crackers, 
honey and vitamin supple- 
ments that the older man 
prescribed, relatives said. 

Just before Christmas, the 
police in Bellingham, Wash., 
responded to a dispute in- 
volving Muhammad and Mal- 
vo's mother, Uma James. The 


woman and her son were ar- 
rested for being in the coun- 
try illegally. After they were 
freed, the boy disappeared 
from high school. 

Early this year, Muham- 
mad, 41, and Malvo lived al- 
most as destitutes in the 
Lighthouse Mission in Bel- 
lingham. In February, Mu- 
hammad was arrested on 
shoplifting charges in Taco- 
ma, Wash. Heskipped acourt 
appearance and a warrant 
was issued for his arrest. 

The two men traveled this 
summer and fall through 
Louisiana, New Jersey and 
finally to the nation’s capital. 

Sometime in late summer, 
they picked up a 12-year-old 
Chevy Caprice for $250 in 
Trenton, N.J. On Sept. 21, the 


authorities say, Malvo fled on 
foot from the police after a 
robbery-murder at a liquor 
store in Montgomery, Ala. 

Muhammad's second ex- 
wife, Mildred D. Muhammad, 
and their three children live 
in the Washington suburbs. 
Two years ago, Muhammad 
abducted the children, she 
said in court papers. She also 
said he often threatened “to 
destroy my life.” 

Muhammad and Malvo 
were arrested early Thurs- 
day at a rest stop whilesleep- 
ing in the Caprice, a used un- 
dercover police car. Officials 
said they were confident that 
the rampage, which killed 10 
people, had come to an end. 

BLAINE HARDEN 
and TIM GOLDEN 


Bushmaster Rifle Is Civilian Version of M-16 


Federal authorities said 
Thursday night that a gun 
seized from two suspects had 
been officially linked to the 
shootings in the Washington 
area and that one of the 
suspects, John Allen Muham- 
mad, should have been le- 
gally disqualified from buy- 
ing or possessing it. 

The gun is a Bushmaster 
XMI15 A3 M4, a civilian ver- 
sion of the standard Amer- 
ican military rifle, the M-16, 
made with a removable han- 
die on top so that ascope can 
be easily mounted on it, say 
officials of its maker, Bush- 
master Firearms. 


Bushmaster Firearms is a 
privately owned company in 
Windham, Maine, that spe- 
cializes in making copies of 
the M-16. Last year it made 
50,000 rifles, said the compa- 
ny’s vice president, Allen 
Faraday, with the XMI15 sell- 
ing for about $800. 

Faraday said the gun was 
first sold to a distributor in 
Washington state last June. 
He declined to identify the 
wholesaler and said he did 
not know how or where Mu- 
hammad acquired the rifle. 

The sniper’s choice of the 
XMI15 was a little unusual, 
Faraday said, because it has 


a 16-inch barrel and is there- 
fore less accurate than the 
conventional M-16, which 
has a 20-inch barrel, or many 
sniper rifles that have 26- 
inch barrels. The shorter 
barrel, however, does make 
the XM15 easier to conceal. 
Legally, Muhammad appar- 
ently should not have been 
able to buy a gun because he 
was under a domestic protec- 
tive order taken out in March 
2000 by Mildred Denice Mu- 
hammad, then his wife, in Ta- 
coma, Wash., court records 
show. The couple were di- 
vorced in October 2000. 
FOX BUTTERFIELD 


Panel of Terrorism Experts Says U.S. Is Still Unready 


WASHINGTON — Despite 
months of preparations and 
the spending of millions of 
dollars, the United States 
remains extremely vulnera- 
ble to a major terrorist at- 
tack, particularly at its sea- 
ports, power plants and oil 
refineries, a panel of nation- 
al security experts has con- 
cluded. 

The panel, in a report to 
be released on Friday, con- 
tends that local and state po- 
lice officials still have little 


access to intelligence on ter- 
rorism suspects, that only a 
tiny fraction of ships and 
containers entering ports 
are inspected and that most 
emergency workers are ill 
equipped to handle biologi- 
cal and chemical attacks. 
The report, sponsored by 
the Council on Foreign Re- 
lations, said, “In all likeli- 
hood, the next attack will 
result in even greater casu- 
alties and widespread dis- 
ruption to our lives and 


economy.” 

The report recommends 
establishing 24-hour opera- 
tions centers in every state 
to link local and federal law 
enforcement agencies; de- 
veloping global standards 
for security at loading cen- 
ters for containers; strength- 
ening security at oil refin- 
eries and power plants; and 
increasing federal spending 
to help local governments 
buy equipment and improve 
training. JAMES DAO 





Warning of Attacks 
On Passenger Trains 


The FBI issued a warning 
Thursday evening that al- 
Qaida may be planning to at- 
tack passenger trains, “pos- 
sibly using operatives who 
have a Western appear- 
ance.” The warning was 
based on interviews in mid- 
October of Qaida foliowers 
in custody at Guantanamo 
Bay, the bureau said. (NYT) 


$159 Billion Deficit 


WASHINGTON — The 
Bush administration said 
Thursday that the federal 
budget deficit for the year 
that ended Sept. 30 was $159 
billion, a sharp swing from 
the surplus of $127 billion in 
the previous year and a har- 
binger of a partisan battle 
over how to move the budget 
back into balance. The re- 
turn to red ink brought an 
end to a four-year period of 
surpluses. (NYT) 


Medicare to Reduce 
Payments to Doctors 


Bush administration offi- 
cials say they have become 
deeply concerned that a cut 
in Medicare payments to 
doctors, to be announced 
next week, will prompt many 
doctors to limit their partici- 
pation in the program, re- 
ducing access to health care 
for the elderly. Medicare 
payments to doctors were 
cut 5.4 percent in January, 
and officials said that next 
week they expected to an- 
nounce a further cut of 4.4 
percent, effective on Jan. 1. 


(NYT) 


Port Negotiations 


A day after West Coast 
port employers charged 
longshoremen with staging 
illegal slowdowns, both 
sides met with a federal me- 
diator to restart contract 
talks covering union work- 
ers on the docks, which han- 
dle more than half of United 
States trade. (Reuters) 
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the negotiations. 

The dispute involves a 
payment that WorldCom, 
laden with debt, made in 
hiring Goldman in June to 


protection. 

Now, according to people 
involved in the bankruptcy 
process, the WorldCom 
creditors’ committee wants 


sentially conceded that it 
ought to return at least 
some of the money. 

SETH SCHIESEL 


Citigroup Plans to Cut 1,000 Jobs in Banking Units 


Citigroup is planning job 
cuts in its investment bank- 
ing and corporate banking 
businesses, with more than 
1,000 employees to be dis- 
missed, according to execu- 
tives who were briefed on 
the plans. 

Last week, J.P. Morgan 
Chase announced that it 
planned to lay off more 
than 2,000 employees of its 


investment bank. 

Analysts said the addi- 
tional layoffs at Citigroup 
were not surprising given 
the continued weak de- 
mand for such banking 
services as merger advice 
and offerings of stocks and 
bonds. 

The securities industry 
has eliminated more than 
50,000 jobs in the last two 


years, more than 12 percent 
of its peak employment at 
the end of the stock boom 
that ended in 2000. 

At Citigroup, morale is al- 
ready low because of nu- 
merous investigations, in- 
cluding one focusing on the 
work of its research depart- 
ment in the telecommuni- 
cations industry. 

RIVA D. ATLAS 
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Bristol-Myers to Restate 


Bristol-Myers Squibb said 
Thursday that it would re- 
state its financial results to 
reflect its retreat from con- 
troversial inventory prac- 
tices. The company also 
said third-quarter sales 
were hurt by competition 
from generic drugs. (NYT) 
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Frederick’s Returns to Its Raunchier Roots 


Frederick's of Hollywood, 
the warhorse that made mil- 
lions of doliars on risque 
lingerie that tickled the fan- 
cy of gray-haired men, is 
coming back from bankrupt- 
cy — with a new image de- 
signed to bring fun-loving 18 
year-olds into Frederick’s 
fold. 

Nearly killed off by per- 
missive times and the com- 
petition, the company has 
switched its plain packag- 
ing to shiny Barbie pink and 
remodeled its stores with 
leopard carpeting and red 
velvet curtains, all in antici- 
pation of a Nov. 6 hearing 
before a bankruptcy judge. 
Linda LoRe, its chief execu- 
tive, hopes to come out of 
Chapter 11 ready to restore 
the West Coast company to 
its rightful status — as a 
spicier alternative to Vic- 
toria’s Secret. 

At the hearing, LoRe will 


present an improved pic- 
ture of the company — a 
portfolio that includes a $40 
million debt restructuring 
by the new owners, a con- 
sortium led by Credit Agri- 
cole, brand new merchan- 
dise, and a $1.5 million holi- 
day marketing campaign 
that, to some degree, takes 
Frederick’s back to its raun- 
chier roots. 

While the company antic- 
ipates good news at the 
hearing, the task of succeed- 
ing in this already-weary re- 
tail climate will not be easy. 
Frederick's chief executive 
admits that the lingerie 
company has a formidable 
competitor in Victoria's Se- 
cret, the 500-pound gorilla 
— wearing a silk teddy. 

The timing may be right. 
On the runways of Milan 
and Paris, the upcoming 
spring fashions were all 
about bareness and bra- 


vado: one cover girl wore a 
gold choker that spelled out 
“S-E-X.” 

Besides that, the compa- 
ny’s numbers are starting to 
look downright enticing. 
From last August to this Au- 
gust, sales of Frederick's 
“Shapewear,” including 
corsets and bustiers, rose 
180 percent. Yet analysts 
see a rocky road ahead. 

For one thing, Victoria's 
Secret has also started 
reaching for the younger 
crowd. And other general 
apparel stores, including 
the Gap, Abercrombie’s and 
Express, are introducing 
their own lingerie lines, for 
young and old. 

“It will be a real challenge 
for Frederick's of Holly- 
wood to stand out,” said 
John D. Morris, an analyst 
with Gerard Klauer Matti- 
son in New York City. 

TRACIE ROZHON 


BUSINESS BRIEFS 


Cruise Line to Be Sold 


LONDON — Carnival 
Corp. has reached an agree- 
ment to buy P&O Princess 
Cruises for about $5.3 billion 
in stock, people close to the 
companies said Thursday, 
bringing a long battle for the 
cruise line to a close. 

The agreement is a set- 
back for Royal Caribbean 
Cruises, which has been re- 
peatedly frustrated in its at- 
tempts to merge with P&O 
Princess. (NYT) 








WPP Is Pessimistic 


LONDON — Raising the 
prospect of a renewed 
downturn in the advertising 
industry, the WPP Group 
said Thursday that its reve- 
nue had fallen 3 percent in 
the third quarter and that 
its profit outlook was wors- 
ening, not improving. (NYT) 
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Losing Its Terror, the Mundane Iurns Joyous in Suburbs 


SILVER SPRING, Md. — 
All around the Washington 
suburbs Thursday, people 
pumped their own gas. Chil- 
dren played outside. Their 
parents went shopping, and 
walked through the parking 
lots in steady, straight lines. 

Small and tentative and 
ordinary as the gestures may 
have been, they were unmis- 
takable celebrations of what 
looked like the end of three 
weeks of terror. 

“It’s cold out, it’s overcast, 
but I haven’t seen a more 
glorious day in this area for 
quite a while,” said Linda 
Rivera, loading her gro- 
ceries outside the Shoppers 
Food Warehouse in Whea- 
ton, where the sniper took 


his first victim. “It’s abso- 
lutely gorgeous because we 
don't have to live in fear.” 

Over nearly a month, each 
day’s news had built the 
anxiety to excruciating lev- 
els: someone killed while 
waiting for a bus, or mowing 
a lawn, or on the way to 
work or school. 

But if the shootings had 
turned ordinary errands 
into terrifying risks, the ar- 
rests of the two men the au- 
thorities say they suspect 
were behind the shootings 
made the most mundane ac- 
tivities seem joyous. 

The relief was palpable. 

On a basketball court 
here, between the street 
where Conrad Johnson was 
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killed stepping down from 
his bus on Tuesday and the 
woods where the shot was 
fired, children shot hoops 
for the first time in several 
weeks. Roads were clogged 
again with traffic. Parking 
lots were full again. 

Marilyn Horn had come to 
a Home Depot — her favor- 
ite store — for the first time 
since the shootings started 
on Oct. 2. 

As she bought plants, her 
4-year-old son, Simon, 
played in the sheds set up in 
the parking lot. 

“Usually he complains 
when I say we're going shop- 
ping,” Horn said, “but today 
he was so glad he couldn't 
wait to get out of the house. 
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It was an adventure for him 
just to get out.” 

Simon's preschool had put 
off a visit to a pumpkin 
patch because of the shoot- 
ings. Horn was on her way 
there Thursday. 

“T think we took so much 
for granted,” she said. “It's 
good just getting out, getting 
back to normal.” 

Still, after weeks living un- 
der lockdown, breathing was 
not entirely easy. 

At 5:30 p.m., the Montgom- 
ery County public schools 
announced after officials 
met with the police that 
schools would remain on 
“Code Blue” on Friday — no 
outdoor recess or athletic 
practices, no field trips — 
and other schools said they 
would do the same. 

“We've been very, very 
careful up to now,” said Kate 
Harrison, a spokeswoman 
for the Montgomery schools. 
“There's no point in being 
not careful at the end. This 
is more calm deliberation 
than Whoo-ee!” 

But a few hours later, the 
schools said all restrictions 
on outdoor activities had 
been removed. 

KATE ZERNIKE 
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Giants Head to Anaheim Needing One More 


SAN FRANCISCO — The 
Anaheim Angels headed 
home Thursday night, back 
to their rally monkeys, out- 
field waterfalls and fans 
wearing red. They would 
feel better if a dominant 
starting pitcher were wait- 
ing there, too. 

The starting pitching for 
Anaheim has been awful 
this World Series, and their 
ace let them down in Game 5 
Thursday night. Jarrod 
Washburn was everywhere 
but the strike zone, and the 
San Francisco Giants cap- 
italized. They scored six 
times off Washburn in the 
first two innings and rolled 
to a 16-4 victory at Pacific 
Bell Park, giving them a 3-2 
advantage in games as the 


For Sprewell and 


An uneasy truce has been 
forged. The New York 
Knicks say they are willing 
to overlook Latrell Spre- 
well’s harsh criticism of 
their front office, excusing it 
as an angry outburst spoken 
in the heat of the moment. 
Sprewell says he can get past 
the embarrassment of being 
banished from practices and 
games for almost the entire 
preseason. 

After three weeks of con- 
fusion, two weeks of rancor, 
one day of absurdity, and 
$437,500 in fines levied by 
the Knicks against Spreweil, 
the two parties declared 


teams head to Anaheim for 
the weekend. 

With one more victory, the 
Giants would win their first 
championship in San Fran- 
cisco and their first since 
1954, when they played in 
New York. 

The Giants scored three 
runs in both the first and 
second innings off Wash- 
burn, the left-hander who 
won 18 games in the regular 
season but is 0-2 with a 9.31 
earned run average in the 
World Series. Facing elimi- 
nation in Game 6, the An- 
gels will turn to Kevin Ap- 
pier, who was shelled for 
five runs in two innings last 
Sunday. Their options for a 
possible seventh game are 
Ramon Ortiz, who has asore 


Knicks, a Fragile 


peace on Wednesday and set 
their sights on the start of 
the season next week. 

But the nearly four-year 
history of their relationship 
suggests that the trouble has 
merely been swept aside 
like dust under the grand- 
stand, certain to surface in 
the next storm of discontent. 

A disagreement about 
what it takes to win is at the 
heart of this volatile rela- 
tionship. Spreweil has made 
clear that he believes it is all 
about what goes on between 
the lines — that as long as he 
plays hard and produces on 
the court, his off-the-court 


wrist, or the rookie John 
Lackey on short rest. 

Washburn’s first mistake 
might have been pitching to 
Barry Bonds with two on 
and one out in the first in- 
ning. Bonds, who was inten- 
tionally walked to load the 
bases twice in Game 4, 
ripped a double, the first of 
his three hits, to give the Gi- 
ants their first run. 

Jeff Kent did the most 
damage after that. Kent, a 
potential free agent who 
might have played his final 
home game here, had a dou- 
ble and two homers and 
scored four runs for the Gi- 
ants, whose 12 home runs 
are a World Series record 
for a National League team. 

TYLER KEPNER 


Partnership 


attitude or lack of punctuali- 
ty should not matter. 

But the Knicks want more. 
They want to create a family 
atmosphere, and they want 
all of their players to follow 
a set standard of rules. The 
days of special treatment are 
over. 

While the hostilities have 
subsided for now, many in 
the league believe the 
Knicks, despite their public 
statements to the contrary, 
want more than ever to trade 
Sprewell. First, however, 
Sprewell must return and 
play well. 

CHRIS BROUSSARD 


SPORTS BRIERS 


Mets Hire Howe 


The New York Mets have 
hired Art Howe as their 
manager, reaching an 
agreement Wednesday 
night with the man the Oak- 
land Athletics were very 
willing to let depart. 

The Mets are facing prob- 
able disciplinary action 
from commissioner Bud Se- 
lig for ignoring his edict not 
to make announcements 
during the World Series. 

Howe, the Athletics’ man- 
ager the past seven years 
after five seasons as man- 
ager for Houston, agreed on 
a four-year, $9.4 million 
contract. 

With it comes a troubled 
clubhouse, an overcompen- 
sated and underachieving 
roster and a general man- 
ager, Steve Phillips, with a 
thinning rope in the organi- 
zation. (NYT) 








Becker Is Fined 


Former tennis star Boris 
Becker was convicted of 
tax evasion Thursday but 
avoided jail time. He was 
fined $500,000 and sen- 
tenced to two years’ proba- 
tion. (AP) 
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The Terror Ends 


The public wants nothing more, at 
the moment, than to believe that the 
police have found the sniper who 
killed 10 people and wounded three 
others over the past three weeks. As 
details pour in about John Allen Mu- 
hammad and John Lee Malvo and 
about the sudden coalescence of facts 
binding them to the sniper attacks, the 
pall over life in the Washington area 
has begun to lift. But once you learn to 
think of yourself as a target, the way 
many people in Maryland, Virginia 
and the District of Columbia have 
done, you don’t soon get out of the hab- 
it of feeling like one. 

On Thursday, the country was raven- 
ous for details about Muhammad and 
Maivo. Almost from the beginning, 
there has been a tendency to exagger- 
ate the psychological authority of the 
Washington sniper. When terrible 
things happen, we try to fence them in, 
find special factors that would exempt 
us from similar disasters. Poor neigh- 
borhoods are the killing box, and if a 
drive-by shooting occurs there it may 
touch the middle-class heart, but it 
does not chill the soul. When acriminal 
like the sniper demonstrates that he 
can strike anywhere — in a mall, by a 


school, at a bus — we tend to endow 
him with unique personal qualities. We 
instinctively reject the idea that a man 
with no more than average physical or 
emotional powers could claim that 
kind of control over life and death. 

And indeed, through the first few 
shootings — when almost no evidence 
was coming to hand, no phone calls be- 
ing made or letters left behind — the 
sniper seemed like a remarkably aus- 
tere, remote figure. Then gradually, he 
began to appear messy — cranky about 
telephone operators who didn’t take 
his messages, impractical in his de- 
mands, grandiose in his self-image. 
And now, the police claim, the whole 
thing ended with a long snooze in a 
rest stop parking lot. 

Whether the two men agreed to com- 
municate with authorities or one be- 
trayed the other is unclear. But giving 
in to the human impulse to communi- 
cate was their downfall. Once hard ev- 
idence began to accumulate, the case 
was quickly solved. For all the talk of 
the sniper's desire to control the news 
media and the authorities, the au- 
thorities say they now control the 
probable sniper, which is just how it 
should be. 


Dying for Lack of Nurses 


A report in this week’s Journal of the 
American Medical Association says 
that when hospital nurses are given too 
many patients to care for, the patients 
have a much greater risk of dying. 

It is surprising how little it takes to 
put patients in danger. Adding a single 
patient to a nurse’s caseload seems to 
increase the risk of dying within 30 
days by 7 percent. If a hospital in- 
creases the average nurse’s patient 
load from four patients to six, the pa- 
tients have a 14 percent greater 
chance of dying. Boost the patient load 
to eight, and the risk is 31 percent 
greater than with four patients per 
nurse. 

These findings come from a study of 
168 hospitals in Pennsylvania conduct- 
ed by nursing researchers from the 
University of Pennsylvania under a 
grant from the National Institute of 
Nursing Research, a federal agency. 
While its results may seem a touch 
self-serving to the nursing profession, 
they are viewed as reliable. The study 
questioned some 10,000 nurses and re- 
viewed the outcomes for more than 


232,000 patients who underwent com- 
mon surgical procedures. High nurs- 
ing patient loads may account for 
20,000 unnecessary deaths a year, the 
researchers suggest. 

There is no easy solution. The nurs- 
ing work force is aging, and hospitals 
are confronting a severe shortage of 
nurses. Many institutions are resort- 
ing to signing bonuses, hiring from 
abroad, demanding overtime from 
their own nurses or using temporary 
nurses at a higher cost than for staff 
nurses. One simple solution would be 
to make hospitals report their patient- 
nurse ratios so that prospective pa- 
tients can decide where to take their 
chances. 

Nurses complain of low pay, heavy 
workloads, lack of opportunity and a 
demeaning relationship with physi- 
cians. Women, traditionally the back- 
bone of the nursing profession, have 
many more opportunities today. If the 
medical establishment can’t find some 
way to make the profession more at- 
tractive, the exodus may turn into a 
stampede. 


NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF 
Saudis in Bikinis 
RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — Saudi 

women may be regarded in the West 
as antique doormats covered in black 
veils, but the women themselves vig- 
orously reject that stereotype. 

“I cover up my body and my face, 
and I'm happy that I'm a religious 
girl obeying God's rules,” a dietitian 
named Lana scolded me after I wrote 
a typically snide reference to re- 
pressed Saudi women. “I can swim 
and do sports and go to restaurants 
and wear what I want, but not in 
front of men. Why should I show my 
legs and breasts to men? Is that real- 
ly freedom?” 

Several Saudi women offered the 
same scathing critique, effectively 
arguing that Saudi women are the 
free ones — free from sexual harass- 
ment, free from pornography, free 
from seeing their bodies used to mar- 
ket cars and colas. It is Western wom- 
en, they say, who have been manipu- 
lated into becoming the toys of men. 

Saudi Arabia is a bizarre place. Al 
Riyadh newspaper has women jour- 
nalists, but they're kept in their own 
room; when a male editor must edit a 
woman's copy, he does it by phone. 
Saudi women wear bikinis — but 
only in home swimming pools or in 
all-women pools. They claim all this 
reflects not repression but a culture 
they cherish. : 

“You can’t go to an Indian woman 
and say, ‘Why are you wearing a 
sari?’” fumed Hend al-Khuthaila, a 
university professor who was the first 
female university dean in Saudi Ara- 
bia. “You can’t go up to a Western 
woman and say, ‘Why are you wearing 
a short dress?’ Well, this is our abaya. 
This is part of my culture. It’s part of 
my tradition. It never bothered me.” 

So what should we make of this? Is 
it paternalistic of us in the West to 
try to liberate women who insist that 
they’re happy as they are? 

No, I think we're on firm ground. 

If most Saudi women want to wear 
a tent, if they don’t want to drive, 





’ then that’s fine. But why not give 


them the choice? 

If Saudi Arabians choose to kill 
their economic development and sac- 
rifice international respect by cling- 
ing to the 15th century, if the women 
prefer to remain second-class cit- 
izens, then I suppose that’s their 
choice. But if anyone chooses to be- 
have so foolishly, is it any surprise 
that outsiders point and jeer? 
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maryland county. Russians Break Siege of Theater 


is first to move 
on sniper charges 


ROCKVILLE, Md. — A ri- 
valry among federal and lo- 
cal prosecutors to be the first 
to try the sniper case became 
evident Friday, even after 
Montgomery County charged 
each suspect with six counts 
of first-degree murder. 

“There’s no agreement as 
to who prosecutes first,” 
Douglas F. Gansler, the Mont- 
gomery County prosecutor, 
said as his aides hurried to 
have arrest warrants issued 
late Friday night. Gansler ar- 
gued that his county should 
hold the first trial because 
six of the sniper’s 10 fatali- 
ties occurred there. 

Federal officials who hold 
the two suspects and are 
likely to make the final deci- 
sion on precedence were pri- 


« ‘vately critical of Gansler's 


move, saying it ignored the 
question of which jurisdic- 
tion — federal, the District of 
Columbia, Maryland or Vir- 


‘ “oginia — offers the best likeli- 


hood of capital punishment 


in the event of conviction. 


__. ration of the death penalty,” 


a 


said, a ranking Justice De- 
partment official, raising 
questions about the efficacy 
of Maryland's capital punish- 
ment law. “We want what ev- 
eryone else wants, which is 
swift and sure justice with 
the appropriate punishment, 
which in this case everyone 
agrees is the death penalty.” 

The suspects, John Allen 
Muhammad, 41, and Lee Mal- 
vo, a 17-year-old Jamaican, 
were arrested Thursday af- 
ter a three-week manhunt in 
which 10 people were killed 
and three others wounded in 
aseries of single-shot attacks 
across the Washington re- 
gion. FRANCIS X. CLINES 


MOSCOW -— __ Russian 
troops burst into a theater 
held by Chechen guerrillas 
early Saturday after the 
rebels began to execute 
some of the more than 600 
hostages they had seized, 
government officials said. 

The government troops 
poured in after panicked 
hostages ran out during the 
killings. 

The number of casualties 
was unclear, but at least 70 
ambulances sped in and out 
of the area between 7 and 8 
am. Government reports 
said the leader of the Chech- 
en hostage-takers, Movsar 
Barayev, had been killed. 

The authorities said that 
explosives in the theater had 
been deactivated and that it 
was in Russian hands. Min- 
utes later, officials were say- 
ing the siege was over. 

The government stormed 
the theater after hostages 
stuck to their threat to begin 
killing hostages at 6 a.m. Sat- 
urday unless President Vla- 


dimir Putin met their de- 
mand for an end to Russia’s 
war in Chechnya. 

Putin extended an offer on 
Friday to guarantee the hos- 
tage-takers’ safety if their 
captives were set free, and 
he stated on television that 
the government remained 
open “for any kind of con- 
tacts" with the captors. But 
he scoffed at their demand 
for an end to the 3-year-old 
war in the separatist region, 
saying, “They and those who 
stand behind them are afraid 
of further settlement and sta- 
bilization.” 

At about 6:20 am., there 
was a series of thunderous 
explosions punctuated by 
gunfire. 

Reporters were being kept 
about one city block away 
from the theater, which was 
concealed by trees. 

Then at about 7 a.m., ambu- 
lances with sirens blaring 
and vans of rescue workers 
from the federal Emergen- 
cies Ministry pushed through 


the area where reporters 
were clustered and headed 
for the theater. Just minutes 
later, they came back 
through, and a doctor could 
be seen through an ambu- 
lance window working fran- 
tically on a patient. 

Behind the ambulances, 
city buses moved in. One of 
the buses went by with about 
20 people inside, most ob- 
viously unconscious. 

One of the hostage-takers, 
in black with a mask drawn 
completely over his face, was 
being jerked and pushed 
along by three men in cam- 
ouflage as they walked. 

On Friday, the guerrillas, 
who threatened to blow up 
the three-story music hall, 
demanded a meeting with a 
representative of the presi- 
dent. But a deadline of 10 
p.m. for the meeting passed 
with no evidence that the 
Kremlin had sent an emis- 
sary. 

MICHAEL WINES and 
SABRINA TAVERNISE 


Sen. Wellstone Killed in Minnesota Plane Crash 


ST. PAUL, Minn. — Sen. 
Paul Wellstone, a two-term 
Democrat locked in one of 
the tightest campaigns in the 
nation, was killed Friday 
when his campaign plane 
crashed in freezing rain near 
Eveleth, Minn., a small town 
in the northeastern part of 
the state. Wellstone's wife of 
39 years, Sheila; his 33-year- 
old daughter, Marcia Marku- 
son; three campaign aides 
and two pilots also died in 
the fiery crash, which oblit- 
erated their 11-seat turbo- 
prop among the pine trees. 

Wellstone, 58, a former po- 
litical science professor, was 
an unabashed liberal who 
often landed on the short 
end of 99-1 votes. He was one 
of just 23 senators — the only 
one in a close re-election 
fight — to vote this month 
against a resolution autho- 


rizing President Bush to take 
unilateral action against 
Iraq. 

While Welistone’s death 
was mourned across the po- 
litical spectrum, it produced 
an immediate partisan reac- 
tion, because his race was 
seen as so critical to the bal- 
ance of power in the Senate. 

With the election only 11 
days away, Democrats real- 
ized they needed a strong 
candidate to take his spot on 
the ballot. Many in the party 
were pushing former Vice 
President Walter F. Mondale 
to take over. [Page 3.] 

Welistone’s Republican op- 
ponent, Norm Coleman, the 
former mayor of St. Paul, im- 
mediately suspended cam- 
paign activities. 

The cause of the crash was 
unknown. Officials said they 
lost track of the plane, a King 


Air A-100 manufactured by 
Raytheon, which was sup: 
posed to land at 10 a.m., at 
around 10:50. Ten minutes 
later they confirmed that it 
had crashed a few miles from 
the runway at the Eveleth- 
Virginia airport. 

Wellstone and the others 
were flying from St. Paul to 
Eveleth to attend the funeral 
of Martin Rukavina, whose 
son, Tom, is in the Minnesota 
House of Representatives. 

Minnesota law demands 
that Wellstone’s name be re- 
moved from the ballot, ac- 
cording to state Attorney 
General Mike Hatch. It gives 
the Democratic-Farmer-La- 
bor party until Thursday to 
name a replacement. The 
death gives Coleman an ad: 
vantage, since absentee bal- 
lots already cast continue to 
count. JODI WILGOREN 
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Britain Arrests Cleric Linked to Bin Laden 


LONDON — The British 
authorities were reported 
Friday to have arrested a fu- 
gitive Islamic cleric known 
as Abu Qatada, wanted in the 
United States and Europe as 
an emissary of Osama bin 
laden. 

The arrest, said to have 
taken place in an armed raid 
in a housing project last 
Wednesday in Bermondsey, 
South London, was the most 
high-profile of Britain's ef- 
forts to uncover bin Laden’s 
suspected network of sup- 
port among radical Muslims 
here. The cleric is one of sev- 
eral imams who have voiced 
support for bin Laden; ter- 
rorism experts depict him as 
the most influential. 

Abu Qatada, a 42-year-old 
Jordanian of Palestinian de- 
scent, dropped out of public 
view almost one year ago af- 


ter his $260,000 in assets 
were frozen. He had been 
identified in court testimony 
in the United States as a 
member of al-Qaida. 

His name subsequently 
was linked to those of two 
terrorism suspects: Richard 
Reid, who was overpowered 
on an American Airlines 
flight last December with ex- 
plosives hidden in his shoes, 
and Zaccharias Moussaoui, 
accused of being a potential 
hijacker in the Sept. 11 plot. 

Abu Qatada, who is also 
known as Omar Mohamed 
Othman and uses several 
aliases, was arrested under 
British laws introduced af- 
ter the Sept. 11 attacks that 
permit the detention without 
trial of foreign terror 
suspects. He went under- 
ground shortly before those 
laws went into effect last De- 


cember. He has strenuously 
denied being a Qaida mem- 
ber. 

Sheikh Omar Bakri Mo- 
hamed, head of Al Muhaji- 
roun, an Islamic movement, 
said Abu Qatada had been 
seized after family members 
visited him at a South Lon- 
don hideout and one of them 
used a mobile phone that 
was apparently traced by the 
authorities. 

Abu Qatada has been in 
Britain as a political refugee 
since 1994. He has been con- 
victed in absentia in Jordan 
on bombing charges. His role 
in Britain, said Magnus Ran- 
storp, a terrorism expert at 
the University of St. An- 
drews, was as “a contact 
point for Europe” rather 
than an organizer of terror 
operations in Britain. 

ALAN COWELL 


North Korea Demands Nonaggression Pact 


UNITED NATIONS — 
North Korea demanded Fri- 
day that the United States 
agree to a nonaggression 
pact before giving up its nu- 
clear weapons program. 

In a statement issued at 
the United Nations and in 
the North Korean capital, 
Pyongyang, North Korea 
said that the Bush admin- 
istration’s inclusion of it as 
part of an ‘axis of evil” and 
Washington's policy of pre- 
emptive attacks amounted to 
a “declaration of war” that 
threatened North Korea’s 
existence. 

The North Koreans argued 
that they could not halt their 


program to develop nuclear 
arms without assurances 
that Washington would snot 
launch a nuclear strike first. 

The statemept, North Ko- 
rea's first formal response 
since the United States can- 
celed a 1994 nuclear agree- 
ment, seemed timed to co- 
incide with the meeting Fri- 
day between President Bush 
and President Jiang Zemin 
of China at Bush’s ranch in 
Crawford, Texas. 

On Saturday, Bush will at- 
tend the summit meeting in 
Los Cabos, Mexico, of the Pa- 
cific Rim countries, where 
he will meet with President 
Kim Dae-jung of South Ko- 


rea and Prime Minister Juni- 
chiro Koizumi of Japan. 
Bush is working to forge aco- 
ordinated response to the 
crisis that arose after North 
Korea admitted it had been 
secretly working for the past 
few years on a nuclear weap- 
on. 

In Crawford, a senior Bush 
administration official ex- 
pressed extreme skepticism 
about the prospect of the 
United States entering a 
nonaggression pact 
North Korea. 

“We have no aggressive 
plans on the Korean pen- 
insula,” the official said. 

JULIA PRESTON 


Hurricane Kenna Lashes Pacific Coast of Mexico 


CABO SAN LUCAS, Mexi- 
co --- One of the strongest Pa- 
cific storms to strike Mexico 
in decades roared ashore 
Friday afternoon,  threat- 
ening hundreds of villages. 

Officials said they had 
evacuated close to 100,000 
people in coastal cities and 
towns from south of Mazatlan 
to Puerto Vallarta. In and 
around San Blas, near the 
center of the storm’s landfall, 


hundreds of homes were re- 
ported damaged or de- 
stroyed and thousands of 
people braced for the threat 
of flooding and landslides. 

Only one death was report- 
ed. But officials said the 
storm’s full impact on rural 
regions would not be clear 
until the weekend. They 
forecast up to 10 inches of 
rain in Durango and Zacate- 
cas States. 


The U.S. National Hurri- 
cane Center called the hurri- 
cane, code-named Kenna, 
the third-strongest recorded 
storm ever to strike Mexico 
from the Pacific. The hurri- 
cane missed by 180 miles a 
gathering of world leaders 
here in Cabo San Lucas, on 
the tip of the Baja peninsula, 
where President Bush is to 
arrive Saturday morning. 

TIM WEINER 


with 


WORLD BRIBES 


Israelis in Jenin 


Israeli forces tightened 
their grip on Jenin Friday. 
Hundreds of soldiers sup- 
ported by scores of tanks 
and other armored vehicles 
swept into the city in what 
Israel said was a hunt fora 
terrorist cell behind the sui- 
cide attack that killed 14 
people on Monday. (NYT) 








Lawmaker Killed 


Koki Ishii, an opposition 
lawmaker known as an anti- 
corruption crusader, was 
stabbed to death in front of 
his Tokyo home Friday and 
Japanese news media re- 
ported that police had de- 
tained a man tied to a right 
wing extremist group. The 
man, who was not identified, 
turned himself in to police, 
NHK television quoted po- 
lice as saying Saturday. (AP) 


Testing for Explosive 


ZAGREB, Croatia — Police 
officials said Friday that 
powdered material they are 
testing from a ship believed 
bound for Iraq might be an 
explosive used in the igni- 
tion of Scud missiles. Cro- 
atian officers searched the 
ship, the Boka Star, in Rije- 
ka harbor. (Reuters) 


Support for Chavez 


CARACAS, Venezuela — 
Commanders of Venezuelan 
garrisons declared their 
support for President Hugo 
Chavez Friday, dispelling 
fears of a barracks rebellion 
after a call for revolt by dis- 
sident officers. (Reuters) 


Richard Harris Dies 


Richard Harris, the volu- 
ble Irishman who starred as 
King Arthur in the film ver- 
sion of “Camelot” and more 
recently played Albus Dum- 
bledore, the headmaster in 
the first Harry Potter movie 
and its sequel, died Friday 
in London. He was 72. He 
learned this year that he 
had lymphatic cancer. (NYT) 
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Democrats See Mondale as Their Best Hope \\\1\0\ 3R\ EES 


WASHINGTON — Even as 
Democrats in Washington 
mourned the death of Sen. 
Paul Wellstone Friday, they 
scrambled behind the scenes 
to press former Vice Presi- 
dent Walter F. Mondale to en- 
ter the race as their best 
hope for salvaging the Sen- 
ate seat from Minnesota. 

After reviewing the Minne- 
sota election law and hur- 
ried consultations that in- 
volved an array of party fig- 
ures, including former Presi- 
dent Clinton, leading sen- 
ators and Terry McAuliffe, 
the national party chairman, 
stunned Democratic officials 
said in interviews that party 
leaders settled on Mondale, 
74, as having the best chance 
to defeat Norm Coleman, the 
Republican who was in a 


neck-and-neck challenge to 
Wellstone. 

People close to Mondale 
said he was not ready to rule 
out running but considered 
it unseemly to speak out so 
soon after Wellstone’s death. 
But Mondale, who was a sen- 
ator from 1964 to 1976, when 
he resigned to be Jimmy Car- 
ter’s vice president, seemed 
to invite speculation about 
his intentions Friday when 
he appeared at a Twin Cities 
news conference beside Sen. 
Edward M. Kennedy and 
promised that Wellstone’s 
cause must live on. 

“T think if Paul were here, 
he would want us to think 
about one thing — to carry on 
the fight he led with such 
courage and vigilance for all 
these years,” Mondale said. 


“We intend to do that.” 
James P. Manley, an aide to 
Kennedy, said the appear- 
ance was unplanned. The 
two men had been at a fund- 
raiser for Roger Moe, the 
Democratic candidate for 
governor, and decided to 
console Wellstone’s staff. 
Because organized labor 
has long had close ties to 
Mondale, who was his party's 
losing nominee for president 
in 1984, party leaders asked 
the AFL-CIO president, John 
J. Sweeney, to sound out 
Mondale, officials said. Sen. 
Patty Murray of Washington, 
chairwoman of the Dem- 
ocratic Senatorial Campaign 
Committee, was also trying to 
reach out to him Friday 
night, a party strategist said. 
ALISON MITCHELL 


Officials Say Sniper Suspects Refusing to Talk 


WASHINGTON — Law en- 
forcement officials said Fri- 
day that they were hoping to 
persuade John Lee Malvo, 
the 17-year-old suspected ac- 
complice in the sniper at- 
tacks, to turn against John 
Allen Muhammad and help 
answer many of the lingering 
questions in the case. 

Although Malvo’s role in 
the shootings is not yet clear, 
the authorities believe that 
he can provide crucial infor- 
mation about how the sniper 
attacks were carried out and 
how victims were chosen. 

An FBI official said Friday 
morning that neither Mu- 


hammad nor Malvo was co- 
operating with investigators. 
By the end of the day, howev- 
er, Muhammad was answer- 
ing limited questions from 
the police about his back- 
ground, officials said, though 
Malvo was not talking at all. 
On Thursday, while inter- 
rogators were out of the 
room, Malvo managed to 
climb up to the ceiling, hand- 
cuffed, and begin to push his 
way through the ceiling tiles 
in an apparent effort to es- 
cape, officials said. People 
who caught Malvo said they 
were amazed by his brazen 
attempt to escape while in 


handcuffs. Both men are in 
federal custody. 

Officials said that based on 
forensic evidence taken from 
the shooting scenes, they are 
developing a working theory 
that the suspects may have 
alternated in the firing of 
their .223 Bushmaster rifle 
during the attacks. Investiga- 
tors suspect that the two men 
may have been together for 
some attacks, with the sec- 
ond person acting as the 
look-out and getaway driver, 
while at other. times, the 


shooter may have been 
alone. ERIC LICHTBLAU 
and PHILIP SHENON 


California Birds Are Killed in Bid to Stop Virus 


LOS ALAMITOS, Calif. — 
Trying to contain an out- 
break of a deadly bird virus 
known as exotic Newcastle 
disease, state and federal ag- 
riculture officials have 
killed more than 8,000 birds 
in Southern California, in- 
cluding thousands of chick- 
ens, dozens of household pet 
birds, several peacocks and 
four ostriches. 

The infection has not yet 
spread to the state’s commer- 
cial poultry operations, most 


of which are in Northern Cal- 
ifornia, but Canada, Taiwan, 
Poland and South Korea 
have already banned im- 
ports of most poultry prod- 
ucts from California. The Eu- 
ropean Union has imposed 
an embargo on live poultry, 
hatching eggs and fresh meat 
from poultry and game birds 
from the United States until 
the infection is brought un- 
der control, officials said. 
State and federal agricul- 
ture officials have estab- 


lished an emergency New- 
castle disease task force ona 
military training base in Los 
Alamitos, about 30 miles 
south of Los Angeles. 

The group now includes 
171 officials to inspect hun- 
dreds of homes and small 
farms in Los Angeles, River- 
side and San Bernardino 
Counties where the infection 
is feared to have spread. So 
far, 73 premises have been 
quarantined. 

JOHN M. BRODER 








National Protests 
Against Iraq Policy 


WASHINGTON — Tens of 
thousands of demonstrators 
from around the country are 
expected to converge here 
on Saturday to tell the Bush 
administration that they op- 
pose its strategy for a pre- 
emptive military strike 
against Iraq. Simultaneous 
demonstrations are to take 
place around the country in 
places like Seattle, San 
Francisco, Austin, Texas, 
and Raleigh, N.C. (NYT) 


Teamster Strike Ends 


The Teamsters union an- 
nounced Friday that it was 
ending a three-year strike 
against Overnite Transporta- 
tion Co. without obtaining a 
contract. Union officials in- 
sisted that they had rfot lost 
the war and would continue 
pressuring Overnite, one of 
the nation’s largest trucking 
companies, to sign a con- 
tract. (NYT) 


Tornadoes Hit Texas 


CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas 
— Three tormadoes left be- 
hind a tangle of uprooted 
trees and collapsed roofs af- 
ter killing a Del Mar College 
instructor and injuring at 
least 14 people on Thursday. 
Hurricane Kenna, nearing 
the Pacific coast, was ex- 
pected to swirl over the area 
this weekend, causing addi- 
tional flooding. (AP) 


New Hospital Rule 


The government issued 
guidelines Friday urging 
doctors and nurses to aban- 
don the ritual of washing 
their hands with soap and 
water between patients and 
instead rub on fast-drying al- 
cohol gels to kill more 
germs. The goal, the govern- 
ment said, was to reduce the 
spread of viruses and bacte- 
ria that infect an estimated 2 
million hospital patients in 
the United States each year 
and kill about 90,000. (AP) 
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A Bitter Divide as SEC Votes on New Board 


Webster Approved 
As Head of Panel 


WASHINGTON — The new 
board overseeing the ac- 
counting profession got off 
to a troubled start Friday 
when the members of the Se- 
curities and Exchange Com- 
mission split bitterly over 
the qualifications and com- 
petency of the board’s new 
leadership. They voted 3 to 2 
to formally approve the se- 
lection of William H. Web- 
ster, the former director of 
the CIA and the FBI, to head 
the new board. 

While the three Repub- 
licans on the commission 
and Republicans in Con- 
gress hailed Webster for his 
integrity and «pxtensive 


background in law enforce- 
ment, the commission's two 
Democrats said he lacked 
the credentials to head an 
accounting board. They em- 
phasized that he had no re- 
cent experience in account- 
ing issues and lamented the 
perception that the Repub- 
licans had caved to the ac- 
counting profession, whose 
lobbyists had complained 
that an earlier choice of 
some of the commissioners, 
John H. Biggs, had been too 
aggressive a reformer. 

The handling of the selec 
tion process left Harvey L. 
Pitt, the commission's chair- 
man, further politically 
wounded after a year of mis- 
steps. The choice of Webster 
over Biggs was widely criti- 
cized by leading members 


of Wall Street and by Sen. 
Paul S. Sarbanes, the Mary- 
land Democrat who was the 
main author of the law 
creating the new board. On 
Friday Sarbanes, the chair- 
man of the Senate Banking 
Committee, joined his Dem- 
ocratic colleagues in seek- 
ing Pitt’s ouster. 

“He has eroded credibil- 
ity and he has detracted 
rather than contributed to 
investor confidence,” Sar- 
banes said in a telephone 
interview. “Chairman Pitt 
missed the opportunity to 
put in place an oversight 
board with widespread 
credibility. The country 
would be best served if he 
stepped down as chairman 
of the SEC.” 

STEPHEN LABATON 


Cigna Shares Tumble 38% After Profit Alert 


The problems at the Cigna 
Corp., which have been 
deepening for more than a 
year, got worse Friday. 

The company announced 
that earnings shortfalls and 
ballooning expenses would 
cut operating profits sharply 
this year and next. The news 
sent shares of Cigna, the na- 
tion’s third-largest health in- 
surer, down $24.21, or 38 per- 
cent, to $39.39. 

The problems resulted 
from faulty customer service, 
costly mistakes in setting 
prices and expenses that 
took Cigna by surprise, H. 


Edward Hanway, chief exec- 
utive of Cigna, said in a mes- 
sage to employees Friday. 

In Miami, fortexample, Cig- 
na lost at least $50 million 
this year on a $180 million 
contract after it underesti- 
mated health costs for 40,000 
employees of the Dade Coun- 
ty schools, said John Erb, a 
consultant at Deloitte & Tou- 
che, who advises school offi- 
cials. 

Analysts said Cigna, fol- 
lowing a path blazed over the 
last five years by Aetna and 
Oxford Health Plans, lost 
control of a main function of 


the insurance business: ac- 
curately forecasting future 
costs and setting premium 
rates to cover costs. 

Cigna, like Oxford before 
it, tried to build its own com- 
puter information systems 
in-house, which analysts said 
created glitches that contrib- 
uted to the pricing and 
customer service problems. 

Both Oxford and Aetna 
have hired new chief execu- 
tives, dropped money-losing 
customers and gradually re- 
gained support on Wall 
Street. 

MILT FREUDENHEIM 


S&P Cuts Its Rating of Ford Debt to Record Low 


DETROIT — Executives at 
the Ford Motor Co. tried to 
persuade investors this 
week that it was focused on 
its restructuring and 
planned to accelerate its 
comeback plan. 

But on Friday, Standard & 
Poors, the rating agency, cut 
Ford’s long-term debt rat- 
ing to BBB, its lowest level 
ever, citing competitive 
pressures that it fears will 
hinder Ford’s efforts. Fur- 


ther, S&P said the outlook 
for Ford remained neg- 
ative, a designation that an- 
alysts said concerned them 
more than the downgrade, 
which had been expected. 
The downgrade was an- 
other indication that Ford’s 
recovery would not be easy, 
given the economic envi- 
ronment in which it 
operates. The auto industry 
this year has had to rely on 
incentives to prop up sales 


in the face of a slowing 
economy and stiff competi- 
tion from imports. In addi- 
tion, carmakers are facing 
increasing pension liabil- 
ities. 

Last week, S&P also 
downgraded General Mo- 
tors’ long-term debt rating. 
But the rating agency main- 
tains a stable outlook on 
GM and on Chrysler, a unit 
of DaimlerChrysler. 

MICHELINE MAYNARD 


NIKKEI225 8,726.29 4111.99 


FTSE 100 4,051.10 WV 52.60 


N.Y.S.E. Most Active Issues 

Vol. (100s) Last Chg. 
CIGNA 368500 39.39 -24.21 
Houshint 320058 24.09 +1.26 
NortelNw 320017 1.14 +0.07 
GenElec 233006 26.24 +0.24 
AOLTW 200088 14.70 +0.15 
Tycointi 161983 1540 -0.09 
Pfizer 156644 31.90 +1.33 
Citigrp 145279 35.70 +1.03 
ATT Wris 134639 6.79 +0.34 
EMCCp 133343 5.42 +0.37 
Nasdaq Actives 

Vol. (100s) Bid Chg. 
Cisco 698994 11.78 +0.03 
intel 687919 16.59 +0.96 
Oracle 442173 10.26 +0.40 
SunMicro 398631 288 +0.14 
NextelC 376495 10.23 +0.17 
Microsft 369793 52.68 +1.45 
ChartCm 360518 1.25 +0.31 
ApidMatls 261610 14.51 +0.94 
Vitesse 259221 1.14 +0.18 
JDS Uniph 238607 2.20 -0.22 
Amex Actives 

Vol. (100s) Last Chg. 
Nasd100Tr 694701 24.62 +0.64 
SPDR 412603 90.20 +1.84 
DJIA Diam 119919 84.63 +1.60 
SemiHTr 66179 23.68 +1.30 
Nabors 17222 3445 -1.38 
DevonE 16157 49.45 -1.65 
lvaxCp 14334 12.95 -0.15 
SP Mid 12908 7845 +1.25 
iShRs3000 10856 49.72 +0.94 
SP Fnel 10748 22.80 +0.56 


Foreign Exchange 
Fgn. currency Dollars in 


in dollars fgn.currency 

Fri, = Thu. Fri. = Thu. 
Australia 5555 .5551 1.8002 1.8015 
Bahrain 2.6525 2.6532 .3770 .3769 
Brazil 2623 .2578 3.8125 3.8785 
Britain - 1.6512 1.5515 .6447 6445 
Canada  =.6380 .6393 1.5675 1.5643 
Denmark .1315 .1310 7.6060 7.6345 
Dominican .0541 .0641 18.50 18.50 
Egypt .2153 .2153. 4.6450 4.6450 
Europe .97680 .97730 1.0238 1.0232 
Hong Kong .1282 .1282 7.7986 7.7989 
Japan 00805 .00802 124.23 124.60 
Mexico 10023 .10045 9.9770 9.9545 
Norway .1329 | .4318 7.5238 7.5896 


.5611 1.7740 1.7821 
SlovakRep .0235 .0235 42.48 42.59 
So. Africa .0989 .0987 10.112 10.135 
So. Korea .00081 .00081 1221.6 1231.9 
Sweden .1073 .1068 9.3230 9.3620 
Switzerind .6662 .6659 1.5011 1.5017 


Confidence Is Down 


Consumer confidence as 
measured by a University of 
Michigan survey declined to 
80.6 this month, the lowest 
level since 1993, as Amer- 
icans were unnerved by the 
falling stock market and ris- 
ing concerns about a possi- 
ble war with Iraq. (NYT) 
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Retailers See Big Profits From Business Gifts 


Did you really think cor- 
porate perks were out? 

Just in time for the execu- 
tive who wants to remember 
colleagues, but is unsure 
about the rules, Saks Fifth 
Avenue has issued a holiday 
corporate gift catalog, the 
first one the retailer has 
ever published, featuring 
desktop knickknacks from 
sterling silver flashlights 
for $125 to Baccarat bulls 
for $890. Engraving costs 
extra. 

Analysts report that de- 
partment stores, faced with 
flagging demand for cloth- 
ing, are generally turning 
more to gifts, and Saks is no 
exception. Now, besides 
overhauling its stores’ gift 
departments, Saks is taking 
on Tiffany's, which pre- 
viously had the market for 
corporate gifts pretty much 
to itself. 

To Eric Beder, the direc- 


tor of research with Laden- 
burg Thalmann, the Saks 
catalog is part of a chang- 
ing emphasis at luxury de- 
partment stores towards 
gifts. And a big part of the 
gift market is business 
customers: chief executive 
giving to special under- 
lings, events coordinators 
giving to suppliers and 
manufacturers giving to top 
salesmen. 

“There's a new focus on 
gifting, on companies com- 
ing out with new distinctive 
boxes, to further leverage 
the brand names,” Beder 
said. “The market for cor- 
porate gifts is huge, with in- 
credibly high profit mar- 
gins.” 

Beder said that unlike 
regular store merchandise, 
40 percent of which even- 
tually gets marked down, 
corporate gifts are sold full 
price or not at all. 


At Saks, the new catalog is 
part of the strategy of Chris- 
tina Johnson, the chief exec- 
utive. “We've never done this 
before, and we'd like to turn 
this into a $30 to $50 million 
business over the next five 
years,” Johnson said. That 
sounds like a lot, but it is not 
when compared with the to- 
tal $16 billion-a-year corpo- 
rate gift market cited in the 
trade magazines. 

Perhaps the most original 
gift is shown on the last 
page of the catalog: an old- 
fashioned snow globe — the 
kind you shake and the 
white stuff begins to fall — 
with your company’s very 
own skyscraper inside. 

Even with your own build- 
ing sculpted inside, the cost 
of the globes is still only $35 
apiece. The only caveat is 
that you have to order at 
least 1,500 of them. 

TRACIE ROZHON 


China Battling a Crisis in Its Banking System 


SHENZHEN, China — 
With one of the world’s fast- 
est-growing economies, Chi- 
na seems to have mastered 
the move to capitalism with 
surprising speed. But its fi- 
nancial sector is still strug- 
gling to cope with the waste 
from decades of socialism. 

For years, banking deci- 
sions depended not’so much 
on creditworthiness as on 
personal ties to government 
officials and even bribery: 
China's banks ended up 
lending hundreds of billions 
of dollars worth of yuan and 


renminbi to unsound enter- 
prises, usually state-owned, 
that soon defaulted. 

China's government took a 
big step three years ago to 
start cleaning up this mess, 
setting up four asset man- 
agement corporations to 
take over and dispose of 
$170 billion of the banks’ 
worst loans. 

But now the cleanup is 
proving less ambitious than 
promised, and is falling far 
short of its goal of helping 
push China further toward a 
market economy. Many of 


the loans, instead of being 
sold for cash, have simply 
been converted into stock in 
the bankrupt companies, al- 
lowing even the most inef- 
ficient to stay in business 
under government own- 
ership. 

Chinese financial experts 
in Beijing say that progress 
on the bad loans will be a 
bellwether in the months 
ahead of how committed the 
next generation of leaders 
will be to continued eco- 
nomic reforms. 

KEITH BRADSHER 


Another European Union Merger Ruling Is Overturned 


BRUSSELS, Belgium — 
For the second time this 
week, a European Union 
court Friday overturned a 
decision by the union’s anti- 
trust regulators to block a 
corporate merger. The deci- 
sion intensified pressure on 
the European Commission, 
the union's executive body, 
to change the way it as- 
sesses proposed mergers. 

Friday's decision by the 
Court of First Instance, 


based in Luxembourg, in- 
volved the proposed pur- 
chase of Sidel, a French bot- 
tle maker, by Tetra Laval, 
the packaging conglomerate 
best known for its brick- 
shaped long-life packaging 
for milk and juice. The 
court said the regulatory de- 
cision to block the deal was 
based on “insufficient ev- 
idence and some errors of 
assessment.” 

The language of Friday's 


ruling was less harsh than 
two previous annulments is- 
sued by the court — one on 
Tuesday involving a pro- 
posed combination of two 
French electrical products 
makers, Schneider Electric 
and Legrand, and one in 
June involving two British 
travel companies, Airtours 
(since renamed the MyTrav- 
el Group) and First Choice 
Holidays. 

PAUL MELLER 


BUSINESS BRIEFS 


Bids for Publisher 
Disappoint Vivendi 


LONDON — Vivendi Uni- 
versal received bids Friday 
for its Houghton Mifflin 
publishing unit, but all of 
them fell short of the 1.75 
billion euros ($1.7 billion) 
that Vivendi had set as a 
minimum price, one person 
involved in the discussions 
said. Vivendi bought 
Houghton Mifflin in June 
2001 for $2.2 billion. (NYT) 








Williams Says Traders 
Lied About Gas Prices 


TULSA, Okla. — The Wil- 
liams Cos., the owner of na- 
tural gas pipelines, said 
Friday that its traders pro- 
vided phony information to 
a journal that compiles gas 
price indexes used by the 
industry in sales contracts. 

The company, the third to 
admit lying about energy 
prices, has stopped provid- 
ing information to publica- 
tions about gas trades, a 
spokesman, Kelly Swan, 
said. (Bloomberg) 


Financing for Casino 


Wynn Resorts, the casino 
company founded by de- 
veloper Steve Wynn, raised 
$450 million in an initial 


public offering Friday after 


cutting the share price as 
much as 43 percent. The 
share sale is part of a fi- 
nancing plan to build Le 
Reve, a $2.4 billion casino 
scheduled to open in Las 
Vegas in 2005. (Bloomberg) 


Big-Ticket Orders Fall 


WASHINGTON — The 
Commerce Department said 
Friday that orders to fac- 
tories for big-ticket durabie 
goods feil 5.9 percent in 
September, the biggest de- 
crease in 10 months and the 
third decline in the last 
four months. 

The new weakness was 
led by a huge plunge in or- 
ders for communications 
equipment. (AP) 
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Anti-Semitic ‘Elders of Zion’ Gets New Life on Egyptian T'V 


CAIRO, Egypt — An Egyp- 
tian satellite television 
channel has begun promo- 
tional ads for a blockbuster 
Ramadan series that its 
producers acknowledge in- 
corporates ideas from the 
infamous czarist forgery 
“The Protocols of the Elders 
of Zion.” That document, a 
pillar of anti-Semitic hatred 
for a century, appears to be 
gaining a new foothold in 
parts of the Arab world, 
some scholars say. 

The series, “Horse With- 
out a Horseman,” traces the 
history of the Middle East 
from 1855 to 1917 through 
the eyes of an Egyptian who 
fought British occupiers and 
the Zionist movement. 


It is divided into 41 epi- 
sodes and will be shown 
nightly through the month of 
Ramadan, which begins in 
about two weeks and guar- 
antees maximum viewership 
because many Muslims con- 
gregate at home after break- 
ing the daily fast. The poten- 
tial audience for the series, 
the first production of 
Dream TV, numbers in the 
tens of millions. 

The “Protocols,” which de- 
picts Jewish leaders plotting 
world dominion, has long 
been recognized as a fab- 
rication by the czarist secret 
police. It was used in early 
20th-century Russia and in 
Nazi Germany as a pretext 
for persecution of Jews. 
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Still, the show’s backers say 
they are keeping an open 
mind about the document's 
authenticity. ‘‘In a way, don’t 
they dominate?” said Hala 
Sarhan, Dream TV's feisty 
personality on the air. 

The underlying focus of 
the drama “is how the Zion- 
ist entity was planted in Pal- 
estine and in the Arab 
world,” said a co-writer, Mu- 
hammad Baghdadi. 

The series is closely asso- 
ciated with Muhammad Sob- 
hi, a popular Egyptian 
screen and stage actor who 
is not shy about courting 
controversy and whose pre- 
vious works have sometimes 
poked fun at Arabs. He co- 
wrote the script and plays 
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the main character. 

Commentators such as Da- 
vid I. Kertzer, a professor of 
anthropology at Brown Uni- 
versity, have noted an in- 
crease in anti-Semitic im- 
agery more typical of West- 
ern societies cropping up in 
the Arab world since the 
Sept. 11 attacks, along with 
the canard that Jews were 
warned of the attacks. 

U.S. Embassy officials say 
they raised their concerns 
about the series with the 
Egyptian government but re- 
ceived a noncommittal re- 
sponse. 

An Egyptian government 
spokesman, Nabil Osman, 
rejected criticism of ‘Horse- 
man Without a Horse.” He 
disputed that there was an 
increasingly anti-Jewish 
strain in Egyptian society. 
“There is a world of differ- 
ence,” he said, between an- 
ger at Israeli policies and 
anti-Semitism. 

He said the program had 
been reviewed by a commit- 
tee, which vets all television 
programs for things like por- 
nography or the “desecra- 
tion of religion.” It was ap- 
proved, he said. 

DANIEL J. WAKIN 
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Breeders’ Cup to Derby Is Racing's Jinxed Path 


ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, 
Til. Like the swells in 
“Guys and Dolls,” some of 
the most accomplished train- 
ers in thoroughbred racing 
have not been able to help 
themselves when it comes to 
talking about Saturday's $1 
million Breeders’ Cup Juve- 
nile race. “J got the horse 
right here,” has rung out in 
various forms and in inter- 
national accents this week as 
a field of 14 prepared for rac- 
ing’s season-ending world 


championships. 
They should know better. 
The race for 2-year-oid 


colts, one of eight worth a 
combined $13 million and 
featuring 91 international 
stars, is mired in one of the 


most flummoxing jinxes in 
sports. In its previous 18 
runnings, the Juvenile win- 
ner has usually been in- 
stalled as the early favorite 
for the Kentucky Derby, and 
14 of them have been named 
2-year-old champion. They 
instantly acquire the tag of 
racing's next superhorse. 
But not once has the Juve- 
nile winner gone on to pre- 
vail at Churchill Downs on 
the first Saturday in May. 
Instead, there have been 
spectacular failures, like 
the French star Arazi, who 
followed his thrilling five- 
length score in the 1991 
Juvenile with a desultory 
eighth-place finish in the 
Derby. There have also 


been springtime disappear- 
ing acts: Seven Juvenile 
winners failed to show up in 
Louisville for America’s 
most famous race. 

The most  seized-upon 
omen that the curse’s time is 
up is that the Juvenile will 
be run for the first time at a 
mile and an eighth — an 
eighth of a mile longer than 
previously and just an 
eighth of a mile shorter than 
the Derby. 

The theory is that early 
maturing colts with sprint 
pedigrees have been able to 
steai a victory with momen- 
tum, only to be proven dis- 
tant deficient when they 
were stretched out as 3- 
year-olds. JOE DRAPE 


In This Series, Hitters Knock the Pitchers Down 


ANAHEIM, Calif. — This 
World Series has been a 
showcase for hitters and a 
horror show for pitchers. 
The San Francisco Giants 
lead it, three games to two, 
and their 38 runs are the 
most through five games in a 
World Series. The teams 
have combined to hit .318; 
the record is .300 by the Yan- 
kees and the Pittsburgh Pi- 
rates in 1960. 

“T think our guys would 
have and can pitch. better 
than they have,” Anaheim 
Angels manager Mike Scios- 
cia said. “I think the Giants 
can probably say the same 
thing.” 


Maybe, but this Series fea- 
tures the least accomplished 
group of starting pitchers in 
history. Each of the first 97 
World Series included at 
least one starter who had a 
20-victory season at some 
point in his career. No start- 
er in this series has won 
more than 18 games. 

The Giants and the Angels 
made it here with respect- 
abie, but not dominant, start- 
ing rotations. Each starting 
staff ranked fourth in its 
league in ERA, and neither 
had _a starter ranked in the 
top five in ERA, victories, in- 


the starters, and with 69 runs 
scored already, the teams 
could challenge the World 
Series record of 92. The start- 
ers have averaged fewer 
than five innings a game, and 
their ERA is 8.93. 

If the Giants win the Se- 
ries, their bullpen should 
share the credit. The reliev- 
ers — led by Felix Rodriguez 
— have a 2.82 ERA. 

“You look at the higher 
ERAs, basically it’s the start- 
ing staff,” Giants pitcher 
Russ Ortiz, who will start 
Game 6 Saturday night, con- 
ceded. “The relievers have 


SPORTS BRIBES 


Skater Is Suspended 


Kyoko Ina, a three-time 
Olympic pairs skater, was 
suspended for four years 
because she refused to take 
a randomly scheduled drug 
test in July, the U.S. Anti- 
Doping Agency announced 
Friday. The suspension pro- 
hibits Ina from participat- 
ing in International Skating 
Union events. (NYT) 








Penalized for Punch 


Denver Nuggets forward 
Juwan Howard was sus- 
pended for two games and 
fined $15,000 by the Na- 
tional Basketball Associa 
tion Friday for throwing 
punches at Indiana’s Al 
Harrington and Jermaine 
O’Neal during a preseason 
game. * (AP) 


Capriati Is Upset 


Top-seeded Jennifer Ca- 
priati, ranked No. 3 in the 
world, was stunned by un- 
seeded Alexandra Ste- 
venson, 6-1, 6-1, Friday in the 
quarterfinals of the Cen- 
erali Open in Linz, Austria, 
her fourth loss in five match- 
es with Stevenson. (AP) 


NHL RESULTS 


FRIDAY 

Devils 2, Buffalo 4 

San Jose 5, Columbus 4 
Los Angeles 6, Rangers 2 





WEATHER 


High/low temperatures for the 21 hours ended at 4 p.m. 
yesterday, Eastern time, and precipitation (in inches) for 
the 18 hours ended at 1 p.m. yesterday. Expected 


conditions for today and tomorrow. 


Weather conditions: C-clouds, F-fog, H-haze, |-ice, PC- 
partly cloudy,R-rain, S-sun, Sh-showers, Sn-snow, SS- 
snow showers, T-thunderstorms, Tr-trace, W-windy. 


U.S. CITIES 

Yesterday Today 
Atlanta 60/55 0.05 70/57 C 
Albuquerque 61/43 0 59/42 Sh 
Boise 55/36 0 59/34 S 
Boston 49/35 0 51/44 R 
Buffalo 47/28 0 55/45 Sh 
Charlotte 56/52 0 71/52 PC 
Chicago 47142 0.26 53/41 C 
Cleveland 49/36 0 57/47 C 
Dallas-Ft. Worth 56/48 0.05 61/46 C 
Denver 56/28 0 53/30 C 
Detroit 49/34 0.02 52/41 C 


nings or strikeouts. been great.” Detroit 7, Pittsburgh 3 
The lineups have flattened TYLER KEPNER Tampa Bay 3, Washington 2 
Houston 73/66 0.50 69/64 R 71/62 T Cape Town 69/54 0 69/54 PC 71/50 PC 
Kansas City 45/39 0.16 57/37 PC 54/41 R Dublin §6/48 0.09 54/42 PC 55/44 Sh 
Los Angeles 64/57 0 67/57 C 70/55 PC Geneva §7/50 0.20 53/48 Sh 55/44 R 
Miami 90/75 0 88/76 PC 88/77 PC Hong Kong 86/70 0 75/69 PC 82/64 PC. 
Minn.-St. Paul 42/37 0 43/33 PC 43/30 PC Kingston 92/77 0 88/79 PG 89/78 PC 
New York City 50/45 0 61/48 R 60/49 S Lima 68/63 0 66/61 PC 656/61 PC 
Orlando 87/66 0 87/70 PC 87/68 PC London 61/50 0.01 56/50 Sh 57/45 Sh 
Philadelphia §3/42 0.05 64/49 C 62/47 S Madrid 65/48 0 69/50 PC 76/46 S 
Phoenix 80/61 0 76/62 PC 73/58 C Mexico City 77/54 0 74/55 PC 72/57 PC 
Salt Lake City 59/37 9 §6/41 C 53/38 C Montreal 46/30 0 40/33 R 42/31 PC 
San Francisco 65/54 G 63/49 ¢ 67/48 S Nassau 88/79 0 88/76 PC 86/76 PC 
Tomorrow  Seaitie 48/39 0 54/41 C 56/41 Sh Paris 62/54 0.54 59/50 Sh 61/48 Sh 
70/57 Sh St. Louis 55/50 0.84 59/44 PC 56/40 Sh Prague 54/36 0 47/46 Sh 50/38 Sh 
61/41 ¢ Washington 64/43 0 66/53 PC 64/50 S Rio de Janeiro 84/66 0 80/69 T 79/69 T 
§9/34 S Rome 69/54 0 70/55 PC 73/59 S 
58/45 W FOREIGN CITIES Santiago 64/48 0 74/48 PC 72/48 S 
50/42 PC Yesterday Today Tomorrow Sante Domingo 90/75 1.06 86/74 T 87/74 PC 
68/55 PC Acapulco 92/77 0 85/76 PC 84/73 T Stockholm 48/37 0 48/42 R 46/43 Sh 
§1/33 C Athens 77/59 0 73/54 PC 71/57 PC Sydney 81/55 0 65/52 PC 68/46 PC 
§6/43 PC Beijing 46/36 Tr 52/34 PC 39/29 PC Tokyo 69/57 0.08 65/54 Sh 58/55 PC 
63/53 Sh Berlin 55/34 0.04 50/47 Sh 49/44 PC _ Toronio 46/32 9 §2/44 C 44/38 PC 
47130 C Buenos Aires 81/54 0 77/48 PC 72/49 Sh Vancouver 46/43 0 54/43 S 51/44 PC 
49/38 C Cairo 84/68 0 84/67 PC 83/67 PC Warsaw 51/41 9 49/39 R 47/40 Sh 
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EDITORIALS OF THE TIMES 





Paul Wellstone 


Hardly anyone knew his name when 
he began his campaign for the Senate 
in 1990. He had no money to speak of, 
no experience in politics. He traveled 
the state in a rickety green school bus, 
wore a work shirt and jeans, wrote his 
own speeches and stayed in people’s 
homes rather than hotels. Twelve 
years later, everyone in Minnesota and 
everyone of importance in Washington 
knew who Paul Wellstone was: a prin- 
cipled fighter for liberal causes, a 
maverick in a Senate known more for 
collegiality than fierce independence, 
a sworn enemy of big-money politics 
and a reliable friend of the dispos- 
sessed and the environment. He voted 
against giving two presidents named 
George Bush the authority to wage war 
against Iraq. His was a consistent 
voice for the poor and against what he 
regarded as adventurism, the kind of 
voice that seemed to have gone out of 
style more than 30 years ago 

The Senate lost that voice Friday 
when a twin-engine private plane car- 
rying Wellstone and seven others went 
down in freezing rain and light snow 
in northern Minnesota. 

Friday's events were similar to those 
that claimed the life two years ago of 


Mel Carnahan, the Missouri governor 
and Senate candidate who was killed 
in a light plane crash just three weeks 
short of Election Day. Carnahan’s 
name remained on the ballot and he 
outpolled the incumbent, John Ash- 
croft. His widow, Jean Carnahan, was 
then appointed to the Senate seat, and 
Ashcroft became President Bush’s at- 
torney general. 

Wellstone’s death just 11 days before 
the election threw the battle for the 
Senate into uncharted territory. Be- 
fore Friday, Democrats held control 
by a single seat, and Wellstone’s re- 
election was not a sure thing. His op- 
ponent is a popular and moderate for- 
mer mayor of St. Paul, and Wellstone 
had not helped himself by retreating 
from repeated pledges not to seek a 
third term. In characteristically blunt 
fashion, however, he said he had bro- 
ken his promise because, with a Re- 
publican president and the Senate up 
for grabs, “now is not the time for me 
to walk away.” 

It was not immediately clear what 
the Democrats would now do to mount 
a campaign. The only clear outcome 
was that the Senate had lost a decent 
and compassionate man. 


Judge Webster, Miscast 


So much for the idea that the fight to 
restore investor confidence is a bipar- 
tisan effort. In a bitter public session 


Friday, the five commissioners of the 


Securities and Exchange Commission 
split along party lines in voting for a 
chairman of a new oversight board for 
the accounting profession. The three 
Republican commissioners, led by the 
chairman, Harvey Pitt, voted to ap- 
point William Webster. 

Webster, the former federal judge 
and director of both the FBI and the 
CIA, was the face-saving Beltway emi- 
nence that Republicans turned to af- 
ter they had derailed the appointment 
of John Biggs as a favor to the power- 
ful accounting lobby. Biggs, the re- 
spected head of a large teachers’ pen- 
sion fund, has long been a thoughtful 
critic of accounting gimmicks and au- 
ditors’ conflicts of interests. He was 
the perfect choice to police the profes- 
sion, which is why industry lobbyists 
and their allies in Congress worked so 
hard to derail him. 

It's a wonder that the 78-year-old 
Webster, who has a distinguished 


record of public service but little en- 
gagement with these issues, is allow- 
ing himself to be used in such a man- 
ner. 

Webster would have been better off 
insisting that Pitt name Biggs, or some- 
one else with a comparable record. 
Now he will lead a body hobbled at 
birth. It is not beyond redemption. 
But Webster has his work cut out for 
him. He must make sure that the board 
becomes more than a disengaged blue- 
ribbon commission, and he must move 
quickly to hire energetic regulators. 
Only in this way can he create an insti- 
tution that will in time police the ac- 
counting lobbyists who are now cheer- 
ing his appointment. 

By derailing Biggs, the Republicans 
are seeking to undermine the effec- 
tiveness of a board they never wanted. 


By siding with his former clients in the- 


accounting industry and with his Re- 
publican overseers, Pitt has again 
demonstrated that he is not suited to 
lead the SEC. Maybe Webster will sur- 
prise us, but so far investors are the 
losers. 


FRANK RICH 


Lesson From D.C. 


Does everyone feel safe now? 

There are good reasons why the 
sniper siege terrified Americans who 
were far from the line of fire, but 
they’re not the reasons that have 
dominated the media babble. It’s not 
that we all have relatives in Washing 
ton or knew a child slated to go there 
on aschool trip. 

What made the story both scary and 
substantial was the mercilessness 
with which it exposed our permeabil- 
ity to a terrorist attack at home more 
than a year after 9/11 “changed every- 
thing.” One or two gunmen were able 
to paralyze the capital of the most 
powerful nation in the world for 
three weeks. Media critics com- 
plained that the sniper usurped more 
significant news stories like Iraq, 
Bali and Moscow, but in truth these 
are all strands of a single story. Each 
day that the sniper remained in 
charge was a day likely to embolden 
our foes, just as we prepare to’ ex- 
pand the war on terrorism. “Even if 
the sniper isn’t connected to al-Qai- 
da, he’s showing our vulnerability,” 
said Sen. John McCain when I spoke 
to him the day before the suspects 
were identified. 

After the bombing in Bali, Paul 
Wolfowitz, the deputy secretary of de- 
fense, was moved to observe that it 
was “a wake-up call for the Indo- 
nesians.” Are we sleeping through 
our own wake-up call? Relief that the 
killers seem to have been caught 
should not be confused with closure. 

The drift into complacency is 
hardly limited to this one form of ter- 
rorism or a single city. Just how much 
so was cataloged Friday by the Coun- 
cil on Foreign Relations, which re- 
leased a document called “America 
Still Unprepared — America Still in 
Danger.” The report is the work of a 
bipartisan task force headed by War- 
ren Rudman and Gary Hart. “The 
next attack will result in even greater 
casualties and widespread disruption 
to American lives and the economy,” 
they wrote. 

In 1998, they had been put in charge 
of a similar Defense Department task 
force. In their January 2001 report, 
they foresaw terrorism on “American 
soil” leading to mass death. 

Whether the new Hart-Rudman re- 
port will be ignored as the first was is 
as yet unknown. But the bizarre air of 
unreality in our public life right now 
doesn’t fill one with hope. 
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At Least 67 Captives Die in Siege 


MOSCOW — _— Russian 
troops crushed a 57-hour 
hostage siege in Moscow’s 
heart early Saturday, ending 
a terrorist threat meant to 
overturn President Vladimir 
Putin’s Chechnya war strat- 
egy and even his presidency. 
His iron response won ac- 
claim, but the price — at 
least 67 dead hostages, and 
perhaps far more — could 
yet prove dear. 

About 750 people were 
freed from two days’ captivi- 
ty in a cultural center after 
the dramatic predawn res- 
cue, a whirlwind of explo- 
sions and gunfire from about 
250 antiterrorist soldiers and 
police, along with clouds of 
disabling gas. 

The government said 50 
guerrillas were killed — 32 
men and 18 women, many 
gunned down after govern- 
ment forces blew a hole ina 
wall and stormed the cen- 
ter’s theater and nearby 


rooms at about 6:20 a.m. Two 
guerrillas were caught at the 
Scene, and two more escaped 
but were later caught, the 
government said. 

The Kremlin said all of the 
roughly 75 foreigners among 
the captives, including three 
Americans, survived, as did 
many children. 

The government said that 
67 hostages had died. But 
three Moscow news organiza- 
tions, citing a Health Min- 
istry source, put the true tol] 
at more than 90. 

Putin commanded national 
television for a brief address 
Saturday night in which he 
said Russia was battling “a 
strong and dangerous enemy, 
an inhumane and ruthless 
enemy” in the form of inter- 
national terrorism. 

“We achieved almost the im- 
possible — we saved the lives 
of hundreds, yes, hundreds of 
people. We showed that Rus- 
sia cannot be brought to her 


knees,” he said. 

The assault ended a two- 
day siege in which a band of 
50 Chechen — guerrillas, 
armed with weapons and ex- 
plosives, threatened to kili 
their captives and them- 
selves unless Putin agreed to 
end Russia’s three-year ef- 
fort to subdue separatist 
rebels in Chechnya and with- 
draw Russian troops from 
the rebellious province. 

Putin had refused. His 
aides proclaimed the assault 
a daring military triumph 
and said no troops had died. 
Despite government denials, 
however, evidence mounted 
that many of the hostages 
had died not at the hands of 
their captors, but from the 
knockout gas. 

News reports said a num- 
ber of hostages had thrown 
up after inhaling the gas and 
then had fallen unconscious, 
choking on their vomit. 

MICHAEL WINES 


Teamwork and Luck Led to Sniper Suspects 


WASHINGTON — With a 
loud crack and a blinding 
light of the SWAT team’s dis- 
orienting but harmless 
“flash bang,” the agents 
rushed the biue Chevrolet 
Caprice parked in rural 
Maryland. Within seconds, 
the agents pulled the two 
dazed occupants from the 
car at gunpoint and placed 
them under arrest. 

The police had feared a 
bloody end to their 23-day 
manhunt. But the peaceful 
arrests of John A. Muham- 
mad, a 41-year-old Army vet- 
eran, and his 17-year-old 
companion, John Lee Malvo, 
brought an abrupt coda to 
the investigation. 

The two men who the po- 
lice now say are the snipers, 
who had communicated by 
Phone and letter with dec- 
larations like “Call me God,” 
were discovered asleep at 


the wheel. Behind the front 
seat, the police say, detec- 
tives found a long white box 
holding a Bushmaster XM15. 
Ballistics evidence tied that 
rifle to 11 of the area’s 13 
sniper shootings. 

Charles A. Moose, the po- 
lice chief in Montgomery 
County, Md., said in an inter- 
view that police work takes 
teamwork and community 
support but almost always 
depends on chance. 

“As police chief, I know 
you need a lot of luck,” 
Moose said. “I’d like to think 
it’s all skill and moxie and 
brains. But it’s mostly luck.” 

Computer records showed 
that the police in his county, 
in Baltimore and in Washing- 
ton had encountered the 
suspects’ car on at least 10 
occasions but did nothing; 
the car was legally owned, 
Muhammad had no criminal 


record that showed up in the 
database, and everyone was 
fixated on a white van. 

The hunt became a vast 
mystery in which the police 
enlisted the support of the 
area’s § million citizens and 
communicated with the kill- 
ers in coded messages car- 
ried by the news media. Offi- 
cials said they did not yet 
know whether the snipers 
heard any of their messages. 
Each of the five police state- 
ments to the killers was the 
product of discussion be- 
tween Moose, Michael R. 
Bouchard of the Baltimore 
office of the Bureau of Alco- 
hol, Tobacco and Firearms, 
and Gary M. Bald of the Balti- 
more office of the FBI. 

“Tl talk to the devil him- 
self to keep another person 
alive,” Moose said. 

DAVID JOHNSTON 
and DON VAN NATTA Jr. 


WELLSTONE DEATH 
BRINGS NEW FOCUS 
TO SENATE BATTLES 


WASHINGTON — The po- 
litical disarray caused by the 
death of Sen. Paul Wellstone 
of Minnesota put a sharp new 
focus on the battle for con- 
trol of the Senate, leaving 
grim strategists in both par- 
ties scrambling for their foot- 
ing Saturday in a struggle 
that remains too close to call. 

Even as Democrats 
searched for a stand-in for 
Wellstone, five other Senate 
contests from Colorado to 
New Hampshire were ex- 
tremely close. Both parties 
have been assembling teams 
of election lawyers and brac- 
ing for a battle over the ma- 
jority that they say could 
stretch beyond Election Day. 

It is conceivable that the 
majority may not be settied 
until a runoff election in 
Louisiana in December. To 
avoid a runoff, Sen. Mary L. 
Landrieu, the Democratic in- 
cumbent, must win 50 per- 
cent of the vote on Nov. 5ina 
race that includes three Re- 
publican challengers. 

Aside from Minnesota, 
Democrats in two other Mid- 
west contests face serious 
challenges: Sen. Tim John- 
son in South Dakota and Sen. 
Jean Carnahan in Missouri. 

Republicans are struggling 
to hold the seats of Sen. 
Wayne Allard in Colorado, 
Sen. Tim Hutchinson in Ar- 
kansas and Sen. Robert C. 
Smith in New Hampshire. 
Smith was defeated in a pri- 
mary by John Sununu, who is 
now in a difficult battle with 
the Democratic governor, 
Jeanne Shaheen. 

The race in Georgia has 
also tightened, with Max Cle- 
land, the Democratic incum- 
bent, battling to fend off a 
surge by Rep. Saxby Cham- 
bliss. ALISON MITCHELL 


Gimes Digest 





INTERNATIONAL 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2002 2 





France May Offer Separate Iraq Resolution WOR.) BRIEFS 


PARIS — In a bold diplo- 
matic challenge to the Unit- 
ed States, France announced 
Saturday that it may formally 
introduce its own resolution 
on disarming Iraq at the U.N. 
Security Council. 

Foreign Minister Domi- 
nique de Villepin empha- 
sized that France was willing 
to use the draft resolution 
formally presented to the 
full council by the United 
States on Wednesday as a ba- 
sis for an agreement among 
the 15 members. 

But if consensus cannot be 
reached on the U.S. draft, 
which France and Russia be- 
lieve gives the United States 
too much leeway to start a 
war without further Security 
Council approval, then 
France would offer a com- 
peting resolution. 

One French official said 


that U.S. diplomats were al- 
ready indicating a willing- 
ness to make substantive 
changes in the U.S. draft. But 
a US. official said, “We’ve 
been very clear on having a 
tough resolution and we are 
not backing down.” 

De Villepin’s comments, in 
an interview with Europe 1 
radio, raise the pressure in 
what has been a nail-biting 
exercise in diplomacy. 

In the Security Council on 
Friday, the United States 
pressed for rapid approval of 
the resolution. U.S. diplo- 
mats added to the pressure 
by threatening to cali for a 
vote on the measure at any 
time, adding that Washington 
was not prepared to consider 
major changes to the draft or 
formally discuss anyone 
else’s draft. 

But France and Russia be- 


lieve that the U.S. resolution 
is deeply flawed and has too 
many ambiguous references. 
France has been concerned 
that the United States might 
try to force a vote on the 
American resolution, putting 
Paris in the position of per- 
haps having to abstain or 
even use its veto. 

A resolution in the Securi- 
ty Council needs nine yes 
votes for adoption and no 
veto from among its five per- 
manent members: the United 
States, France, Russia, Chi- 
na and Britain. The last time 
France vetoed an American 
resolution at the United Na- 
tions was over the Suez crisis 
in 1956, and it is determined 
not to be faced with having to 
decide to vote against the 
United States on such a cru- 
cial matter. 

ELAINE SCIOLINO 


3 Nations Join to Put Pressure on North Korea 


CABO SAN LUCAS, Mexi- 
co — The United States, Ja- 
pan and South Korea issued 
a joint statement Saturday 
calling on North Korea to 
dismantie its nuclear weap- 
ons program “in a prompt 
and verifiable manner” and 
warned Kim Jong II, North 
Korea’s leader, that his “re- 
lations with the internation- 
al community” hinged on his 
quick action. 

The statement, issued af- 
ter considerable behind-the- 
scenes diplomacy, stopped 
short of threatening the com- 
plete economic isolation of 
North Korea that the Bush 
administration has talked 


about in the last week. But 
Prime Minister Junichiro 
Koizumi of Japan, who trav- 
eled to North Korea to nor- 
malize relations just before 
the nucledr disclosure, 
warned Saturday that “nor- 
malization talks would not 
be concluded” until the nu- 
clear issue was resolved. 
That was considered crucial 
by U.S. officials because Ja- 
pan is the largest potential 
source of trade and invest- 
ment for North Korea. 

The statement came as 
President Vicente Fox of 
Mexico told President Bush 
Saturday that his country, 
which holds a pivotal vote on 


the Security Council, is still 
unwilling to give the United 
States broad latitude to 
strike at Saddam Hussein. 
Fox’s statement, at the end 
of a meeting with Bush just 
ahead of the opening of the 
annual summit meeting of 
the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation group, under- 
scored the increasing con- 
cern within the White House 
that it might fail to assemble 
the votes needed to pass the 
kind of toughly worded Se- 
curity Council resolution 
that Bush has been pressing 
for six weeks. 
DAVID E. SANGER 
and TIM WEINER 


Polls Say Leftist Will Easily Win Brazil’s Presidency 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil 
—In the second and decisive 
round of Brazil’s presiden- 
tial election on Sunday, all 
Signs indicate that Luiz Ina- 
cio Lula da Silva, the candi- 
date of the left-wing Workers’ 
Party, will coast to the victory 
that narrowly eluded him 
three weeks ago. 

Three polls, taken before a 
campaign-ending televised 
debate late Friday night, 


Show da Silva poised for the 
biggest landslide in Brazil- 
ian history. If the forecasts 
prove correct, da Silva, a 56- 
year-old former factory 
worker and labor leader, can 
expect to win by a margin of 
about two to one, with 30 mil- 
lion votes more than his op- 
ponent, Jose Serra of the 
centrist Brazilian Social 
Democratic Party. 

Under Brazilian law, a run- 


off is required when no can- 
didate wins a majority of the 
votes in an election. In the 
first round on Oct. 6, da Silva 
won 46 percent of the vote, 
compared with 23 percent 
for Serra, whose party has 
been in power for the last 
eight years, and just over 30 
percent for two other candi- 
dates who have since thrown 
their support to da Silva. 
LARRY ROHTER 








Rightist Confesses 
To Killing Lawmaker 


TOKYO — The man ac- 
cused of stabbing a liberal 
member of Parliament to 
death on Friday is a right- 
wing extremist with a record 
of arrests for assaulting 
members of leftist organiza- 
tions, the police said. The 
man, Hakusui Ito, 48, a mem- 
ber of the Shukojuku, or Em- 
peror Protection Corps, 
turned himself in Saturday 
and confessed to the attack 
on the member of Parlia- 
ment, Koki Ishii. (NYT) 


3 Dead in Hurricane 


SAN BLAS, Mexico — Res- 
idents of San Blas on the Pa- 
cific Coast returned Sat- 
urday to find their houses 
devastated by @ hurricane 
that slammed into the vil- 
lage. San Blas port took the 
heaviest hit as the storm, 
Hurricane Kenna, rammed 
Mexico's Pacific Coast on 
Friday, leaving three people 
dead. At least 42 people 
were injured in Puerto Va- 
llarta. (Reuters) 


indonesia Seeks 
End to Travel Bans 


CABO SAN LUCAS, Mexi- 
co — President Megawati 
Sukarnoputri of Indonesia 
asked Asian and Pacific 
leaders Saturday to end the 
travel bans and advisories 
imposed on her country af- 
ter the bombing in Bali two 
weeks ago. She said the trav- 
el bans or warnings issued 
threatened enormous dam- 
age to her country’s crucial 
tourist industry. (Reuters) 


lran Frees 3 Jews 


TEHRAN, Iran — Iran has 
granted early release to 
three Jewish men convicted 
two years ago of spying for 
Israel, members of Jewish 
groups here said Saturday. 
The men’s closed-door trial 
was condemned by Western 
governments and Jewish or- 
ganizations. (Reuters) 
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Teenager’s Troubling Bond in Chaotic Life 


John Lee Malvo, 17, has 
spent much of his chaotic life 
in a swirl of ever-changing 
schools and addresses in the 
Caribbean and the United 
States, 

Estranged from his father, 
Leslie Malvo, and temporarily 
abandoned by his mother, 
Una James, Malvo found 
someone else to look up to: 
John Allen Muhammad. 

Muhammad, 41, twice di- 
vorced and estranged from 
his own children, is 
suspected in the sniper kill- 
ings that terrorized the 
Washington area. He was ar- 
rested last week with Maivo. 

How Malvo got to this point 
remains a mystery, but the 
answers may lie in the 
emerging details of his un- 
settled life. 

There is no evidence to 
suggest Muhammad forced 
Malvo to join him on a multi- 
state killing spree. Malvo’s 
participation, some experts 
believe, may have been the 


result of a misguided search 
for parental guidance. 

Malvo attended Spalding 
High School in Jamaica in 
1997. Before that he attended 
York Castle High School, a 
Methodist school. At the 
time, school records list two 
women, neither his mother, 
as his guardians. Shortly af- 
ter Malvo left Spalding, he 
and his mother moved to An- 
tigua, where he enrolledina 
Seventh-day Adventist 
school and, sometime in 1999 
or 2000, met Muhammad. 

James went to Muhammad 
for help in obtaining forged 
documents to get her into the 
United States. Soon there- 
after, neighbors recall, Mal- 
vo moved into the one-room 
apartment where Muham- 
mad lived with his three chil- 
dren, whom he had allegedly 
kidnapped from his first 
wife. 

Malvo may have slipped 
Muhammad’s grasp for a 
time last year, replacing him 


with another temporary fa- 
ther figure, Jeremiah Neal, 
his mother’s new husband. 
The new family lived to- 
gether in Fort Myers, Fla., 
but Malvo abruptly left in 
mid-October, around the 
same time Neal divorced his 
mother. 

The young man _ soon 
showed up at a Bellingham, 
Wash., high schoo! with no 
transcripts and no address. 
In December, James ap- 
peared at the school and 
tried to convince school offi- 
cials that Muhammad had a 
dangerous grip on her son. 

The mother and son were 
picked up by immigration of- 
ficials and charged with be- 
ing in the country illegally. 
Malvo was separated from 
his mother in detention, and 
after being , released on 
bond, he rejoined Muham- 
mad for what would be the 
start of their deadly journey 
eastward. 

LYNETTE CLEMETSON 


FBI Seizes Part Owner of Car Linked to Attacks 


A missing man who helped 
buy the car believed to have 
been used in the sniper at- 
tacks was taken into custody 
in Michigan Saturday on a 
federal warrant listing him 
as a material witness against 
the two prime suspects. 

The FBI said the man, Na- 
thaniel O. Osbourne, 26, of 
Camden, NJ., was arrested 
in Flint, Mich., and would be 
questioned there about the 
suspects, John Allen Muham- 
mad and John Lee Malvo. 


An aspiring reggae singer 
who calls himself Thriller, 
Osbourne had been missing 
for much of the past week 
from his haunts in Camden, 
and had been sought since 
the suspects were seized ear- 
ly Thursday. 

There was no indication 
that Osbourne was consid- 
ered an accomplice in the 
shootings. But investigators 
said his contacis with Muv- 
hammad and Malvo may pro- 
vide important insights on 


the suspects’ movements and 
methods, and perhaps their 
motives. 

Among the many questions 
investigators will presum- 
ably pose is why Osbourne 
dropped out of sight early 
last week, several days be- 
fore the suspects were cap- 
tured; how and when they 
had first met; and whether 
Muhammad and Malvo had 
been in contact with him 
during the shooting ram- 
Page. (NYT) 


Mondale Associates Say He Is Likely to Agree to Run 


WASHINGTON — Associ- 
ates of Walter F. Mondale 
said Saturday that the for- 
mer vice president was like- 
ly to agree to a growing call 
among Democrats here and 
in Minnesota to run for the 
Senate seat left vacant by the 
death on Friday of Sen. Paul 
Wellstone. 

Mondale’s friends said the 
Minnesota Democrat, who 
was Jimmy Carter’s vice 


president, had not decided, 
and would wait until after 
the funeral or memorial 
services before doing so. 
Mike Berman, a political as- 
sociate for nearly 40 years, 
said, “He was just so sad 
when I talked to him.” 

But the friends suggested 
that the coinciding of the 
party's urgent political need 
with Mondale’s longstanding 
affection for the Senate 


would result in him re-en- 
tering politics at 74. 
Democratic leaders said 
they were proceeding ginger- 
ly in trying to negotiate the 
replacement of Wellstone on 
the ballot. “For this to work, 
it has to feel — and in fact be 
— nonpolitical,” said one 
senior Democratic strategist. 
“It has to be seen as a contin- 
uation of the Wellstone 
movement.” (NYT) 


NATION BRIEFS 


Women Are Accused 
Of Pyramid Scheme 


SACRAMENTO, Calif. — 
Eight women have been 
charged with fraud in what 
the authorities say was a $12 
million pyramid scheme in 
which women were invited 
to parties in beauty salons 
and homes and promised the 
opportunity to help their 
community and make money 
for themselves. The network, 
called Women Helping Wom- 
en, held parties featuring a 
“birthday girl” who would 
receive up to $40,000 from 
the participants, each of 
whom had donated up to 
$5,000 to get in and was 
counting on eventually cel- 
ebrating her own “birthday.” 
For many women, the party 
never came. {AP) 








Gun Historian Resigns 


ATLANTA — Michael A. 
Bellesiles, an Emory Univer- 
sity professor, has resigned 
after an academic panel re- 
leased a report critical of 
his research for a widely de- 
bated book, “Arming Amer- 
ica: The Origins of a Nation- 
al Gun Culture." The book 
contended that early Amer- 
icans did not own or use 
firearms in great numbers. 
Those who tried to examine 
the research could not verify 
his assertions. (AP) 


Protest Against War 


WASHINGTON — Thou- 
sands of protesters marched 
through Washington’s streets 
Saturday, chanting and wav- 
ing banners against possible 
military action against Iraq. 
The rally was one of several 
held in U:S. and foreign cit- 
ies. (NYT) 


Mistrial in Miami 


MIAMI — After jurors 
failed to reach a verdict, a 
judge declared a mistrial on 
Friday in the case of four po- 
lice officers accused of beat- 
ing a handcuffed suspect in 
1997. (AP) 
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Debbie’s Doing New York Now 


NEW YORK — Pornography isn’t just 
for dirty old men anymore. The movies 
that used to be shown in seedy Times 
Square theaters are now under bright 
lights at the Museum of Sex on Fifth 
Avenue. “Auto Focus,” Paul Schrader’s 
biopic about the actor Bob Crane, who 
filmed his own sex life, is playing in a 
number of local movie houses. And 
Elaine May’s forthcoming comedy, 
“Adult Entertainment,” which opens on 
Dec. 2 at the Variety Arts Theater, is 
about a group of actors who want to 
make a porn movie with class. 

“People just take porn in stride these 
days,” said Mare Spitz, a senior writer 
at Spin magazine and the author of his 
own porn script, which was turned into 
a play titled “Shyness Is Nice” and 
staged at Westbeth last year. “There’s 
nothing dangerous about sex anymore.” 

The latest example of porn-gone- 
mainstream is the camp stage adapta- 
tion of the 1978 adult film “Debbie Does 
Dallas.” A staple at stag parties and frat 
houses, this porn classic tells the story 
ofa group of perky high school girls who 
perform “teen services” to earn enough 
money to go to Dallas and become pro- 
fessional cheerleaders. “Debbie Does 
Dallas” is one of the highest-grossing 
pornographic films of all time, and it 
has spawned an industry of sequels and 
spinoffs. 

But the new off-Broadway musical 
version opening on Tuesday at the Jane 


Street Theater must be the most un- 
likely “Debbie” yet. Its nudity consists 
of one bare male bottom. There is no 
cursing and its sex scenes are only 
Slightly more raunchy than what ap- 
pears on network television. Finally, 
porn you can take your grandmother to. 

Why has the subject of pornography 
become so ubiquitous? The director of 
“Debbie Does Dallas,” Erica Schmidt, 
26, has a theory. “Beckett said that after 
the atom bomb went off, what’s funny 
was ‘Waiting for Godot,’” Schmidt said 
recently. “I feel like after Monica Le- 
winsky, when everything private is now 
public, porn is what’s funny.” 

Susan L. Schwartz, who conceived the 
show, which got its start at the 2001 New 
York International Fringe Festival, 
said the stage version would not have 
been accepted two decades ago. “Porn 
is normal now,” said Schwartz. 

Schmidt said, ““Debbie’ is funny and 
innocent, and she’s always Saying, 
‘We’re good girls.’ I thought it was the 
most palatable porn.” 

“Debbie Does Dallas,” Schmidt said, 
is “the American story about pulling 
yourself up by the bootstraps.” 

“The question is,” she continued, “if 
Debbie gives up her virginity in order to 
go to Dallas, will it be worth it? Do the 
ends justify the means? Ideally, the au- 
dience will have a great time, but it will 
also be left thinking about that.” 

JASON ZINOMAN 


This Farm Is Lush but No Sunnybrook 


Hillary Birmingham doesn’t like 
farm movies — too sentimental. Bir- 
mingham, who grew up outside Bos- 
ton, is no great fan of cows, either — 
too scary. ‘Put a couple of them to- 
gether, they’re huge,” she says. 

Nevertheless, she has set her first 
film, ‘Tully,’ opening Friday, amid 
the vast green and gold acreage ofa 
Nebraska dairy farm. And one of the 
movie’s most inspired visuals is a 
night scene in which a herd of black 
and white cattle amble out of the 
dark like blundering ghosts, bringing 
the title character’s pickup truck to a 
standstill (along with his attempted 
seduction of the pretty young veteri- 
narian who's riding with him). 

Adapted from a prize-winning 1992 
short story by Tom McNeal, “Tully” is 
a film about love and injury, a drama 
about two young men and their father 
and the way the loss of the wife and 
mother who left them long ago threat- 
ens to stunt their lives. You can tell it 
isn’t a farm movie because its char- 


acters aren’t any nobler or more in- 
nocent than their urban counter- 
parts. 

The attractive Tully (Anson Mount) 
Shows signs of becoming a womaniz- 
ing jerk; his taciturn father (Bob Bur- 
rus) is so alarmingly remote that you 
feel like giving him a kick. Birming- 
ham, 35, jokes that she set her mod- 
estly budgeted movie in the country 
“to get the free beauty.” 

She succeeds; “Tully” has late-sum- 
mer lushness to spare. But Birming- 
ham and her cameraman, John Fos- 
ter, uncover the real secret of living 
close to nature, which is that nature 
returns the favor less with prelapsar- 
ian serenity than with a fecund riot of 
oddities and surprises. These may be 
droll or terrible, or, as Birmingham 
discovered while shooting that night 
scene, a bit of both: “I ran away from 
those cows screaming.” She laughs. 
“Then somebody who knew better 
just said, ‘Stop, and they’ll stop.’ And 
they did.” KAREN DURBIN 


A Jazz Trio Finds 
A Jam Band Following 


Since forming in 1991, Medeski, Mar- 
tin and Wood has been quietly push- 
ing toward the frontiers of jazz. At 
heart the group is a Hammond B-3 or- 
gan-based trio of the sort that has 
been around in jazz for at least 50 
years, featuring the extended key- 
board improvisations of John Medes- 
ki, the jagged bass grooves of Chris 
Wood and the rollicking backbeats of 
the drummer Billy Martin. Its music is 
shaped by a range of influences from 
DJ Logic to Sun Ra, John Coltrane to 
Sly Stone, John Cage to the Meters. 

The eclectic nature of the group’s 
music may help explain why its con- 
certs are often sold out and its albums 
typically sell 200,000 copies world- 
wide. Young listeners more attuned to 
rock hear jam-band sounds in the 
group’s improvisations, while jazz fans 
are reminded of the organ trios led by 
Jimmy Smith and Big John Patton in 
the '50s and ’60s. 

“We’re a bit like a Rorschach test,” 
said Wood. “We're different things to 
different people.” 

Critics have largely dismissed the 
band’s music, one calling it “racket 
happy spaceprov,” referring to the 
spacey feel of the group’s free-form 
improvisations. Nor has it played New 
York regularly, a showcase that is gen- 
erally considered essential to advanc- 
ing a career in jazz. A notable 
exception has been the Halloween 
concerts it has put on at the Beacon 
Theater the last two years. After two 
sellouts at that 2,500-seat theater, the 
concert this year will be held at the 
Hammerstein Ballroom (capacity 
3,450). 

The band members attribute much 
of their success to the musical cohe- 
sion they have developed after playing 
together for 10 years. Medeski, 37, and 
Wood, 32, were both classically 
trained at the New England Conserva- 
tory, while Martin, 39, studied under 
the drummers Joe Morello and Bob 
Moses. The threesome started out on 
the downtown scene in New York and 
released their first album, ‘Notes 
From the Underground,” in 1992. 

On the road, Medeski said the band’s 
connection with audiences was imme- 
diate. In 1997, the band was signed by 
a major label, Blue Note. 

“Jazz used to be about breaking 
boundaries, not creating them,” Me- 
deski asserts. “Once you reduce things 
by codifying them, everything starts 
sounding the same.” 

STUART NICHOLSON 
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With Earnings, It’s the Quality, Not Quantity 


More than half the compa- 
nies in the Standard & Poor's 
500-stock index have report- 
ed their third-quarter earn- 
ings, and investors are surely 
relieved that only 14 percent 
of them fell short of 
forecasts. According 
to First Call, that is a 
slightly better per- 
formance than usual. 

But while actual earnings 
may be recovering, earnings 
quality remains iffy at cer- 
tain companies. As a result, 
investors who focus on one 
figure miss warning Signs ev- 
ident elsewhere in the finan- 
cial statements. 

Ramu Thiagarajan, direc- 
tor of investment research 
and active strategies at Mel- 
lon Capital Management, ob- 
sesses about earnings qual- 
ity. Responsible for all stock- 
selection research at Mellon, 


A Rich Dollar Sustains Imb 


The economy is stumbling. 
Americans continue to spend 
far more than they produce, 
causing the trade deficit to 
widen to a record annual gap 
of almost $400 billion. In- 
terest rates are at lows not 
seen in decades, and the 
stock market still seems like 
a risky place to invest. 

A perfect prescription, by 
anyone’s standard, for a cur- 
rency to weaken. And, in- 
deed, for the first half of the 
year, that is exactly what was 
happening, 

So why is the dollar going 
up these days? Because just 
about every other area of the 
global economy is doing 
even worse. 

“You have to look at the al- 


Job Expenses May Add to Debt for Women, 


Young women are more 
likely than men the same 
age to incur debt, and they 
often have career-related 
expenses to blame, a study 
released last week suggests. 

The Consolidated Credit 
Counseling Services, a non- 
profit group based in Fort 
Lauderdale, Fla., said it 
had examined the financial 
records of more than 40,000 


MARKET 
WatTcH 


he watches for deterioration 
that can signal future mis- 
haps at companies. For ex- 
ample, he said, he spotted 
trouble in financial reports 
of Enron 10 months before it 
blew up. “There were 
quite a few red flags 
on the financials: gross 
margins were declin- 
ing, interest coverage was 
getting worse, return on 
sales was deteriorating.” 
Several companies look 
vulnerable to Thiagarajan. 
One is Circuit City, the elec- 
tronics retailer whose stock 
is now at $10.39, down 40 per- 
cent this year. The trouble 
shows up when comparing 
the company’s tepid sales 
growth with the greater in- 
creases in both its inven- 
tories and accounts receiy- 
able in the recent quarter. 
Another caution light is 


ternatives,” said Kermit L. 
Schoenholtz, Salomon Smith 
Barney’s chief global econ- 
omist. “What other markets 
are giving a better risk-ad- 
justed return? None in Par- 
ticular. The dollar wins by 
default.” 

This may seem fine, but 
consider the downside of a 
robust dollar. For one, U.S. 
manufacturers are forced to 
bear the brunt of a competi- 
tive onslaught from less-ex- 
pensive foreign goods. There 
is no doubt that exports have 
suffered and that jobs have 
been lost. 

The failure of the dollar to 
fall more in line with its fun- 
damentals risks doing dam- 
age to the global economy. 


clients nationwide and 
found a pattern: that single 
women aged 18 to 25 seek 
help in greater numbers 
than their male counter- 
Darts. 

One reason for the dispar- 
ity, it said, was the amount 
of money that women spend 
on clothing for work. 

But Howard Dvorkin, 
president of Consolidated 


blinking at King Pharmaceu- 
ticals, a maker of prescrip- 
tion drugs. Although its 
shares have fallen 60 percent 
this year, Thiagarajan said 
the stock might decline fur- 
ther, in part because the 
company shows a worrisome 
increase in inventories and 
accounts receivables, 

Shares of Pulte Homes 
gained 3.9 percent this year, 
but Thiagarajan said its in- 
ventories were also outpac- 
ing sales significantly. In- 
terest expense has almost 
doubled at the company, 
compared with only 54 per- 
cent growth in earnings be- 
fore interest, taxes, depreci- 
ation and amortization. 

Companies with high-qual- 
ity earnings, in his view, are 
H&R Block, Forest Laborato- 
ries and Lockheed Martin. 

GRETCHEN MORGENSON 


alances in the World 


It is desirable for the U.S. 
dollar to depreciate because 
of the global economy’s over- 
dependence on the U.S. con- 
sumer. “The world is too con- 
tent to allow Ameriea to pro- 
vide the bulk of demand,” 
said Stephen Roach, chief 
economist at Morgan Stan- 
ley. “In a shaky world, that’s a 
dangerous position to be in.” 

The United States has 
about a 21 percent share of 
the global economy, but it 
has accounted for fully 40 
percent of the real growth 
that has occurred since 1995. 

“The world economy needs 
a global rebalancing,” 
Roach said. “That’s not a 
popular message either here 
or abroad.” TOM REDBURN 


Study Says 


Credit, said pay inequities 
might also contribute to the 
debt problems of some 
young women. He noted 
that women, on average, 
still earned less than men 
who performed the same 
job. 

“When someone earns 
less and spends more, then 
the outcome will be debt,” 
he said. VIVIAN MARINO 


he Markets Last Week 


T 
Dow 8,443.99 12).59 


Nasdaq 1,331.13 A 43,27 


10 yr Treasury yield 4.09 FW 6.07 


The euro in dollars 0.9769 ACG.0G56 


The dollarinyen 124.23 9 
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Air France Strike Off 


PARIS — Air France 
reached an agreement with 
the National Union of Air- 
line Pilots on Saturday that 
will stave off a four-day 
strike the union had called 
for next weekend. The 
union had threatened to 
press demands for higher 
bay by staying off the job 
Nov. 1-4, which is a holiday 
weekend in France. 








(AP) 


Rare Book Prices Up 


NEW YORK — Well into 
the electronic age, prices of 
rare manuscripts and books 
are skyrocketing as coliec- 
tors seek to literally hold on 
to the written word. Rare. 
however, need not mean an- 
cient or even vintage. Harry 
Potter books are worth up to 
$10,000, if it is the hard-to- 
find 1998 first British edition 
of “Harry Potter and the 
Philosopher's Stone,” in 
mint condition. (Reuters) 


Microsoft Apology 


NEW YORK — Microsoft 
Corp. apologized to New 
York City for blanketing 
public property on Thursday 
with hundreds of butterfly 
decals used to promote the 
company’s new MSN 8 In- 
ternet service. The city had 
immediately demanded an 
end to the illegal guerrilla 
advertising campaign. (AP) 


Jack in the Box Stores 


SAN DIEGO — Jack in the 
Box will open a string of 
convenience stores and gas 
stations nationwide to ac- 
company its fast-food restau- 
rants. The company plans to 
open eight stores in fiscal 
2003. (AP) 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES SUNDAY MAGAZINE CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


HALLOWEENLAND... 


BY NANCY NICHOLSON JOLINE / EDITED BY WiLL SHORTZ 


ACROSS 
1Clout 
7 Enterprise officer 


12 Actor born 
Alphonso 
D’Abruzzo 


20 Neil Armstrong or 
John Glenn 


21St. Anthony of ___ 

22 Like a junkyard car 

23... biographical 
best seller? 

25... TV show? 

26 Sends 

27 One way to sit 

28 Powerful advocacy 
grp. 

29 Medical suffix 


311978 Peace 
Nobelist 


33 Winston Cup org. 

39“For shame!” 

43 Barbecue offering 

44 rritating sound 

45 Like some foreign 
films 

47... comic strip 
character? 

52 Detective, at times 

53 Break international 
agreements, 
maybe 

55 Exclusive 

S56 it's related 
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57... song by Billy 
Joel? 


60 Large swallows 

62 Retreat 

63 Fast writer 

64 Showed disrespect 

66 Scenic area, often 

68 Caesar, e.g.: Abbr. 

70No-___ (gnat) 

72 Vote in Vichy 

73 Onetime prominent 
South African 
couple 

78 Riot 

81 VCR button 


85 Prefix with 
catastrophe 


86 Congressional 
measure of 1993 


88 ... school official? 
90 Hearts 


92 Commercial suffix 
with Jumbo 


93 Supercilious look 
94 Raced 

95 ... media job? 

99 Folgers alternative 


101 Didn't go toa 
restaurant 


102 John 

103 Called 

104“ before E” rule, 
e.g, 





Answer to puzzle for 10/20/2002 


106 Shades 

108 Word said just 
before opening the 
eyes 

110 Ballad ending 

112 2004 Olympics 
locale 


114 Three-time Super 
Bowl site 


119... city? 
124... sport? 


126 Like some 
confrontations 


127 Prefix with -pathy 


128 Unification Church 
member 


129 Sprays 
130 Painting surface 
131 Hammer of note 


DOWN 


1 Suburban political 
force 


2“No sirree” 


3___ Valley, city 
near L.A. 


4 Freebie 
5 Decks, as an 
opponent 
6___-all 
7 Boxes 
8 Whittle (down) 
9“The Country Girl” 
playwright 
10 Pie that may be an 
eyeful? 
11 Late summer 
singer 
12 Ready to swing 
13 Neeson of “Rob 
Roy” 
14 Nordic 
15‘What's___?” 
16 2001 Will Smith 
role 
17 Court cail 
18 Mil. award 
19 Neutral shade 
24 Prefix with gram 
30 Rear 
32 Chasm 
34 Hole-maker 
35 in bad condition 
36 Harvest fly 
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37 Hocks : horses :: 
____: humans 


38"1 ___ that!” 

39 People might go for 
a spin in them 

40 Not fitting 


41 Like a sunset at the 
end of a movie 


42 Like eagles and 
owls 


46 M.D, and Ph.D. 
47 Refuse 
48 Diverts 
49 Sends, in a way 


50Sam Shepard's 
“__ of the Mind” 


51 Reagan's first 
Treasury secretary 

54“Clever me!” 

58 Word on a door 

59 Sponge 

61 What a 93-Across 
expresses 

65 Pressure 

67 Tepid rating 

69 She wrote “Dying / 
is an art, like 
everything else” 


71 Foreordained 

73 Kind of block 

74Pointed 

75 Court figures 

76 Big top? 

77 Pack 

79 Suffix with stock 

80 Strasbourg ladies: 
Abbr. 


82 Attack 
83 Goosebump- 
raising 
84Pollster’s 
determination 
87 White, informally 
89 Harangue 
91Cross-country ___ 
96__—-Cat 
97 Abject 
98 Make hackneyed 
100 Monopely avenue 
105 Swell 
106 Cashew and citron 
107 Offshoots 
108 Blessing prompter 


108 Give-hand 
connection 


1o27/2002 


111 Organic compound 


113 Manages, with 


“out” 
115Jot 
116"“Dracula” girl 
117 Nabokov novel 
118 Like some cheeses 
119 Penn., for one 
120“Ulalume” poet 
121 “Star-Spangled 
Banner” 
preposition 
122 Siouan speaker 


123 Flattens, for 


short 


125 Ethan's co-star in 
“Gattaca,” 1997 


Answers to this puzzle will appear in next Sunday’s TimesDigest, and in next Sunday’s New York 
Times. You can get answers to any clue by touch-tone phone: 1-900-884- CLUE ($1.20 per minute). 





Get Home DELIVERY OF THE NEw York Times. CALL 1-800-NYTIMES 





Gimes Digest 





SPORTS 


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2002 








Volponi Shocks Racing With Breeders’ Cup Win 


ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, 
Ill. — In 1942, PG. Johnson 
decided to get in the horse 
business and put up $75 for 
an undernourished colt 
named Song Master who had 
just survived a fire in a barn 
near the Chicago stockyards. 
It was the 77-year-old Hall of 
Fame trainer who burned 
his old hometown down Sat- 
urday when his colt Volponi, 
sent off at impossible odds of 
44-1, buried 11 others with 
an emphatic six and half. 
length victory in the $4 mil- 
lion Breeders’ Cup Classic. 

A shocker? Heck no, insist- 
ed Johnson, who had a twin- 
kle in his eye when he ex- 
plained that Volponi in Ital- 
ian meant “sly old fox.” 

It was a fitting, and for 
some lucrative, conclusion 
to a World Thoroughbred 
Championships day that saw 


the females among the 
world’s international super- 
stars live up to gaudy rep- 
utations. 

Azeri won in the $1.8 mil- 
lion Distaff. In the $1 million 
Juvenile Fillies, Storm Flag 
Flying won as an odds on fa- 
vorite. Domedriver won the 
$1 million mile. Orientate 
won the $1 million Sprint. 
Starine won the $1 million 
Fillies and Mares Turf. Vin- 
dication won in the.$1 mil- 
lion Juvenile. High Chap- 
arral was the winner of the 
$2 million Turf. 

By the time the Classic 
capped the day there was a 
feeling that the unexpected 
could visit Arlington Park, 

War Emblem, Medaglia 
d’Oro and Evening Attire 
were sent of as the favorites 
in the mile and a quarter 
race. War Emblem never got 


the lead, quit at the mile 
mark, and finished 8th. 
Evening Attire trailed the 
field in 11th place and fin- 
ished fourth. 

This left Volponi, a colt 
whose last victory was in 
July on the turf, as the last 
horse running and intent on 
Passing Medaglia d’Oro. At 
the apex of the turn, Jose 
Santos gunned the colt and 
took aim at his rival. 

“As soon as I called on the 
horse, he came running,” 
said Santos. 

Did he ever, bolting 
through the hole, gaining 
momentum along the rail 
and leaving Medaglia d’Oro 
in his wake. 

“I’m not surprised at all,” 
the jockey said. “I told my 
wife three days ago that he 
was going to win.” 

JOE DRAPE 


This Time Notre Dame Turns Over Florida State 


TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — 
Notre Dame made its bold- 
est statement for playing in 
the national championship 
game this season when it em- 
barrassed Florida State on 
Saturday in the Seminoles’ 
home stadium. 

The Irish used their de- 
fense to set the game’s tone 
and pulled away in the third 
quarter for a 34-24 victory 
before a record crowd of 
84,106 at Doak Campbell Sta- 
dium, where Florida State 
had lost only four of its pre- 
vious 89 games. 


WEATHER 


High/low temperatures for the 21 hours ended at 4 p.m. 
yesterday, Eastern time, and Precipitation (in inches) for 
the 18 hours ended at 1 p.m. yesterday. Expected con- 


ditions for today and tomorrow, 


Weather conditions: C-clouds, F-fog, H-haze, I-ice, PC- 
partly cloudy,R-rain, S-sun, Sh-showers, Sn-snow, SS- 
snow showers, T-thunderstorms, Tr-trace, W-windy. 


U.S. CITIES 

Yesterday Today 
Atlanta 67/57 0 63/60 R 
Albuquerque 60/45 0 63/43 PC 
Boise 53/34 0 59/34 S 
Boston 54/45 0.95 58/45 Ww 
Buffalo 48/44 0.27 48/40 Cc 
Charlotte 66/52 0.04 68/56 C 
Chicago 46/45 0 50/36 PC 
Cleveland 50/48 0.07 50/40 C 
Dallas-Ft. Worth 61/51 0 64/54 T 
Denver 57/30 0 50/36 C 
Detroit 50/43 0.06 49/38 G 


Notre Dame (8-0), which 
entered the game with 78 
Points off turnovers, added 
another 17 to that total by re- 
covering four turnovers on 
Saturday. The Irish hope to 
improve their third-place 
ranking in the Bowl Cham- 
pionship Series. 

Notre Dame’s offense has 
Played conservatively this 
season in deference to a de- 
fense that starts seven sen- 
iors and is in the nation’s top 
10 in four major categories. 
But on Saturday it showed 


ity. In fact, running back 
Ryan Grant effectively end- 
ed any faint hope the Semi- 
noles had of a comeback 
with a 31-yard scoring run 
with 10 minutes 14 seconds 
to play. He finished with 95 
yards and two touchdowns 
on 20 carries. 

Florida State (5-3) scored 
two late touchdowns, includ- 
ing one on a reception by 
Nick Maddox with 12 sec- 
onds left, but it was too late. 

Notre Dame has four 
games left in the regular sea- 


SPORTS BRIEFS 


Watson Shares Lead 


OKLAHOMA CITY — Tom 
Watson used an eagle and 
excellent putting to shoot a 
6-under-par 66 Saturday and 
take a share of the lead after 
three rounds of the Senior 
Tour Championship. Watson 
and Gil Morgan were each az 
9-under 207 going into Sun- 
day’s final round of the sea- 
son-ending event. Hale Ir- 
win and Fuzzy Zoeller were 
three back at 210. (AP) 











Lakers and Kings Brawi 


In an exhibition finale 
marked by a brawl between 
Los Angeles’ Rick Fox and 
Sacramento’s Doug Christie, 
the visiting Kings beat the 
Lakers by 93-88 Friday night 
to intensify the friction be- 
tween the Western Confer- 
ence rivals. Fox and Christie 
fought in the tunnel leading 
to the locker room after they 
were ejected early in the 
first quarter. They scuffled 
after Fox fouled Christie in 
the first quarter. (AP} 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL. 


No. 1 Miami 40, West Virginia 23 

No. 3 Virginia Tech 20, Tempie 10 

No. 4 Ohio State 13, No. 18 Penn State 7 
No. 5 Georgia 52, Kentucky 24 

No. 6 Notre Dame 34, No, 74 Florida 
State 24 

No. 7 Texas 21, No. 17 iowa State 10 
No. 10 LSU lost to Auburn 31-7 

No. 12 North Carolina State 38, Clemson 
6 


No. 13 lowa 34, No. 8 Michigan 9 

No. 15 Southern California 44, No. 14 
Oregon 33 

No. 20 Kansas State 44, Baylor 10 

No. 21 Colorado 37, Texas Tech 13 





flashes of long-striking abil- son. CHARLIE NOBLES No. 22 Air Force lost to Wyoming 24-26 
Houston 68/66 0.07 7O/64 Cc 70/62 T Cape Town 69/57 0 70/50 PC $8/51 PC 
Kansas City 45/42 0 51/40 C 53/42 C Dublin 53/43 0.11 55/44 Sh 55/41 PC 
Los Angeles 63/55 0.01 69/54 C 74454 PC Geneva 66/46 0.08 55/44 Sh 54/41 
Miami 88/75 0 = 88/75 PC 88/76 PC —_ Hong Kong 85/73 Tr 82/64 PC 79/63 FC 
Minn.-St. Paul 43/370 427290) 42734. Kingston 93/79 0 89/78 PC 89/77 PC 
New York City 58/48 1.17 60/49 S 56/46 PC Lima 68/61 0 65/61 PC 64/59 PC 
Orlando 87/70 0 88/68 PC 89/69 PC London 58/48 0.27 57/45 Sh 55/42 PC 
Philadelphia 63/51 1.14 62/48 S 57/43 PC Madrid 65/48 0 72/46 PC 69/49 PC 
Phoenix 72/62 0 73/58 PC 77/55 C Mexico City 75/55 0 72/57 PC 73/58 PC 
Salt Lake City 56/39 0 58/38 PC 56/35 CG —_— Montreal 42/36 0.10 46/33 C 42/27 Sh 
San Francisco 59/52 0 68/52 S 6649S Nassau 89/75 0 88/77 PC 87/76 PC 
Tomorrow Seattle 46/44 0 54/40 Sh 57/47 Sh___ Paris 62/52 0.59 61/48 Sh 57/43 PC 
66/58 Rs St. Louis 52/47 0.03 56/42 PC 54/46 C Prague 56/45 0.35 50/38 Sh 56/37 Sh 
80/40 PC — Washington 68/52 0.91 6451S 54/45 PC Riode Janeiro 89/73 0 7969 T 81/66 PC 
57/36 S Rome 71/59 0 73/59 S 69/58 PC 
52/41 § FOREIGN CITIES Santiago 67500 67/498 70/478 
45/36 C Yesterday Today Tomorrow SantoDomingo 90/75 0 87/74 PC 88/73 PC 
80/55 Rs acapuico 90/77 0 8473 T 86/71 PG Stockholm 48/45 Tr 44/43 Sh 44/34 Sh 
46/39 C Athens 73/57 0 = 71/57 PC 68/55 S$ _— Sydney 85/550 68/57 S 67/53 PC 
50/35 C Beijing 49/32 0.08 39/29 PC 46/24 PC Tokyo 59/57 0.02 58/55 PC 62/46 PC 
87/56 T Berlin 55/48 0.47 49/44 R 52/43 Sh __ Toronto 49/37 0.43 45/36 C 43/36 PC 
59/32 PC Buenos Aires 73/63 0 72/49 Sh 69/50 T Vancouver 49/46 0 50/46 C 52/41 PC 
46/34 C Cairo 87/66 0 8366 S 82/65 PC Warsaw 55/43 0.20 47/43 R 47/40 R 


Gimes Digest 





OPINION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2002 8 





THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 


There Is Hope 


EDITORIALS OF THE TIMES 








George Pataki for Governor 


Third terms are seldom a good idea 
for mayors or governors or any elect- 
ed chief executive. The energy that 
comes with your administration’s ear- 
ly years is long gone, and your en- 
emies have figured out your weak 
spots. In the case of New York’s gov- 
ernor, George Pataki, there have been 
enough disappointments and broken 
promises over the last eight years to 
make the voters prefer an alternative. 
But having looked at the available op- 
tions, we believe that Pataki is the 
best choice available this Nov. 5. 

Pataki has a bad habit of hiring 
friends or contributors or political 
cronies. On his watch, state programs 
for housing the mentally ill have left 
some of the most helpless New York- 
ers in sometimes shocking conditions. 
He has also been too secretive — 
about his speechmaking honorariums, 
his fund-raising and even his legis- 
lative agenda. He allowed the Legisla- 
ture to impose a new redistricting 
plan that seems guaranteed to main- 
iain the current dreadful status quo in 
Albany for another decade. Worse, he 


failed to demand that the Legislature 
accept any serious reform measures 
in return for his capitulation. 

There is no way that kind of record 
can make us euphoric about the idea 
of four more years of the Pataki ad- 
ministration. However, over the past 
eight years, the governor has scored 
accomplishments that have convinced 
us that in this field he is the man most 
likely to steer a sensible course 
through the troubled times ahead. He 
is best known for his achievements on 
the environment, but he has also done 
a good job of easing the burdens on 
the elderly and on the state’s small 
businesses. We appreciate his gen- 
erally progressive stance on social is- 
sues. While we have argued with some 
of Pataki’s fiscal policies in the past, 
overall he has been a generally sensi- 
ble steward of the public’s money. 

Pataki has disappointed us fre- 
quently in the past, but within the 
available field, he strikes us as the 
best bet. For Pataki, the third term 
could be the one when he finally sets 
things right. 


A Delicate Balance at the U.N. 


Last month President Bush stood be- 
fore the U.N. General Assembly and of- 
fered to work with the Security Council 
to disarm Iraq. He has lived up to that 
promise, and last week the Americans 
submitted a resolution to the Security 
Council that, perhaps with minor alter- 
ations, deserves the support of all 15 
members. 

The resolution warns of “serious con- 
sequences” from Iraqi violations, less 
explicit than the earlier “all necessary 
means” language. Washington has re- 
sisted a French proposal that if the in- 
spections fail, the council would have to 
pass another resolution permitting the 
use of force. It has, however, agreed to 
call another meeting of the Security 
Council at that point. We trust that the 
administration will take this second 
stage of consultation seriously. 

Equally, Washington needs assurance 
that others are not using negotiations as 
an excuse to sidestep confrontation 
with Iraq. The aim of the resolution is to 
give Iraq one last chance for peaceful 
disarmament, and to preserve the le- 
gitimacy of the United Nations. 

In his speech last month, Bush rightly 
challenged the United Nations to dem- 
onstrate that it had resolve and rel- 
evance. The resolution on the table 


helps further that cause. It gives Iraq 30 
days to present a full declaration of all 
aspects of its chemical, biological and 
nuclear weapons programs. At the same 
time, it obliges Iraq to provide immedi- 
ate and unconditional access to all sites 
chosen by the inspectors. 

Hans Blix, the chief weapons inspec- 
tor, will address the council on Monday. 
If this resolution, or something close to 
it, gets the support it deserves, we will 
finally be in a position to deal with the 
Iraqi threat through serious arms in- 
spections and disarmament demands 
that are backed by an international 
commitment to make Iraq comply. 
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MANAMA, Bahrain — There is noth- 
ing more beautiful than watching peo- 
ple get to vote in a free election for 
the first time — particularly in the “ 
Arab world, where elections have 
been so rare. That’s what happened in 
Bahrain Thursday, as this tiny island 
nation off the east coast of Saudi Ara- 
bia voted for a parliament that will, 
for the first time, get to share some 
decision-making with Bahrain’s 
progressive king, Sheik Hamad bin 
Isa al-Khalifa. 

This is the first election ever in the 
Arab gulf region where women were 
allowed to run and vote. 

It’s true that Bahrain’s young king 
has been planning this transition toa 
constitutional monarchy for several 
years, as part of a move to spur eco- 
nomic growth and overcome Bahrain’s 
legacy of Sunni-Shiite tension. He 
prepared the way by releasing all po- 
litical prisoners, inviting exiles home, 
loosening reins on the press and re- 
pealing laws permitting arbitrary ar- 
rests. Nevertheless, this election is 
about something larger than Bahrain. 
It is about how the Arab world con- 
fronts the forces that produced 9/11 — 
and all of Bahrain’s neighbors, like 
Saudi Arabia, are watching. 

What the more enlightened Arab 
leaders understand today is that with 
the mounting pressure of globaliza- 
tion, population explosions and dwin- 
dling oil revenues, their long accept- 
ance of political and economic stag- 
nation is becoming unsustainable. 
While the first big explosion hap- 
pened in New York City, these re- 
gimes know that unless they get their 
houses in order, and on a more dem- 
ocratic track, the next explosion will 
be on their doorsteps. 

The Bush team needs to pay atten- 
tion to the Bahrain experiment, be- 
cause it is a mini-version of what na- 
tion-building in Iraq would require. 

By electing one house of parliament 
and appointing another, the Bahraini 
king is taking the first tentative steps 
to both share decision-making and 
nurture a political culture in which 
the country will not be able to move 
forward without the new lawmakers’ 
building coalitions across ethnic lines. 

Bahrain took a small step last week 
toward giving its people ownership 
over their own country, and one can 
only hope they will take responsibil- 
ity for improving it. Nothing could 
help this region more. There is hope. 


